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all mwammTim contained 

HEREIN IS ^CLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-21-2015 BY F54M&3K42 ADG 


"mm^a 



’ref: 


ndum • UNITED STAiES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


Director, FBI 


DATE: 



M 

w 

SUBJECT: 



-York (140-2347) 


,/ 7 > 


J ! 


RlQliARD OBER 

Central Intelligence Agency 

Germany 

SGE 


{/ f ■ 



A> 




During tne course of an investigation conducted 
on WERDELL PHILLIPS REYNOLDS, State; SGE (Bufile llLO-klOb ) anc 
(WF O file 140-3057) Hr s, HAROLmOBER, ! | b3 per CIA 

I I was interviewed, at which time she advised that her son wab6 - f 
an employee of the CIA in Germany* 


As set. out in the report of SA juHr G. MO CARTMY, 
NY, 7/29/54, in t4®/ case entitled "WERDELL PHILLIPS REYNOLDS, 
State; SGE" HARGLB^BER, 40 E. 49th Stre et, RY. rY r father of 
the captioned individual, has been in contact with ArrA LOUISE 
STRONG, STEPHER LAIRD and ALBERT MALT'Z, ail of whom have been 
identified as members of the CP. 


HAROLD 0Bg4> a literary agent, is also reported 

as an agent for ILONA ROLFkSUES, who was reported .s ymnathetic 

with the CiP and possibly 7 a Russian Propagandist. It was also 
reported that the name and address of HAROLD OBER, 40 E. 49th 
Street, rY, rY, was in the possession of the Executive Secre- 
tary of the United Committee of Southern Slavic Americans. 


i 

L 


SA WILLIAM A. FLYrr, JR. on d/2/54 determined 
from the records of the Westchester Credit Bureau,. White Pla ins. 
rY. that RICHARD OBE R. son of HAROLD and ARNEXOBER . J I 

I is an employee of the CIA. In 1949, he b3 per CIA 
was living at | 1 His b6 


approximate age is 33 years and he is a graduate of Harvard 
and Columbia Universities. He was discharged from the US 
Array in 194 fo » with the rank of captain. 


Records of the B oard of Election s f White Plains, 
V R^-raflected registrations for | l and RICHARD 


VOBER, in 195l as well as for. HAROLD and ARNE OBEr. The record® 


of the Westcnester Credit Bureau, indicated thZt RICHARD OBER ^ per FBI 
is the only ton of HAROLD and ARN E QBEr, and thes e records 


b7C 


contain no information concerning! 

, -\j _ ' 

2 - WFO g 
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Letter to Director 
m 14 . 0 - 234-7 


The file s of the RYQ con tain no information con- 
, , cerning RICHARD OBLR or L . b6 per FBI 

b7C 

i The WPG is requested to ascertain whether or not 

RICHARD OBLR is currently employed by CIA and if so, to 
(jbtainii his fun .title and complete background inforraation and 
furnish the information to tne Bureau for its consideration under 
m 104.50, RUG. 











Date 




■■ 


' September 22, 19554 



Tot Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
2430 % Street, Northwest 
Washington, D. C. 


From: John Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Subject: RICHARD ODER . 

Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Munich, Germany 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


BY COURIER SERVICE 



•/ 


Three confidential informants of known reliability have advised 
that on several occasions during 1948 Harold Obep,~40 East 49th Street, 

New Tork City, father of this employee, had™commnnicated with Anna Louise 
Strong. ' 

The “International Who’s Who" for 1948 - 1949 describes 
Anna Louise Strong as a writer who organized the “Moscow Daily News” 
in 1930 and was managing editor of the publication until 1936. ^j| 

A confidential informant of unknown reliability, a former . 
member of the Communist Party, advised in 1949 that he had known Anna Louise 
Strong for many years and that in his opinion she could not have functioned 
as she did without being a member of the Communist Party. According to 
this informant, Anna Louise Strong had always been accepted and trusted 
as a Communist, both in the United States and in Russia, by Communist 
Party members. " . / . - 


An informant ;pf^bwn reliability advised this Bureau in 1946, 
Ilona Rolf Sues, a writer, had been represented by a literary agent in 
New York City by the name of Harold Ober.^The informant stated that Sues 
was sympathetic to the Communist Party and very pjbssibly was a Russian 


Toison__jas sympathetic to the Communist Party and very 
B f ard " ian -propagandist. ' Af 

. Nichols *. . _ ’ t- 


JFC:bjc- 


BY CO U HI EH 


SEP 2 3 


COMM 



iX: 





Another informant of known reliability advised that he had 


observed the name of Harold Ober in the possession of Stephen Laird; 
however, the informant was unable to state the si@aificanee of the 
above.. . : • ■■■//•;. : . >. 

. «f* David Whittaker Chambers, former editor of "Time 0 magazine 

and a self -admitted former Soviet espionage agent, has advised that 
Stephen Laird, former head of the Berlin bureau of "Time" magazine. 

Was an avowed Communist. .. 

An informant of known reliability advised that a loyalty 
pledge submitted by Stephen Laird to the Columbia Broadcasting System 
in 1951 contained a statement by Laird that he had attended "open 0 
meetings of. the Communist Party, but had never signed a Communist Party - 
card, belonged to a Communist Party group, or contributed any money to 
the Communist -party. ’ • • : ; V 

According to information furnished fay an informant of known 
reliability, Harold Ober Associates had paid the sum of $300 to Albert 
Halts in August, 1953. 

The 'Sew Tork Daily News’* in its issue dated May 7, 1953, reported 
the testimony of Mrs. Carin Burrows, former actress, before the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. The article reported that Mrs. Burrows, 
in relating her membership in the Cczsmunist Party from 19U0 to 19U8, named 
Albert Maltz, author, as a person she had known in Bollywood, California, 
as a member of the Communist Party. ^ 

The name and address of Harold Ober, k0 East L9th Street, New 
York City, was observed in 19^5 by an informant of known reliability in 
the possession of the executive secretary of the United Committee of 
South Slavic Americans. The informant was unable to explain the significance 
of Ober* s name in the possession of. the above-mentioned secretary. 

The United Committee of South Slavic Americans has been designated 
by the Attorney General as an organization within the purview of Executive 
Order 10L50. 

According to information in the files of this Bureau, Richard 
Ober's father, Harold Ober, is self-employed as a literary agent and a 
publisher with tae business address located at 1*0 East U9th Street, Hew 
v York City. 
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STANDARD form no. 64 


Office 


ALL IN FOK,lAT I DM 33HTAIHEI: 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
kDATE i0-“.21-“2015 BY F54II33K42 ADG 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


DATE: 


9/9/5U 



FROM 


SAC, WFO (1L0-L07L) 


UBJECT : 


0 

RICHARD OBER 
Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Munich, Germany. 

SGE 


Re New York letter to Director dated 8/10/5L. 


It is; to be noted that OBER is a confidential employee of the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the CIA has requested that the 
fact of his employment with that agency not be disseminated. 


The employee was born 



b3 per CIA 
b6 


He attended VJinbrooke Elementary School, VJliite Plains, New 
York; the Phillips Exeter Academy, Exeter, New Hampshire from 7/36 to 
6/L0j Harvard College, Cambridge, Massachusetts from 9/h 0 to 5/L3> and 
from 9/L6 to 6/L8 he attended the School of International Affairs at 
Columbia University. j 


The records of the CIA reflected that he enlisted in the 
Enlisted Reserve Corps on 6/26/L2 and remained on inactive duty until 
6/10/L3 • From 6/10/ L3 to L/7/L6 he served in the U.S. Army. His serial 
number was| [. L ^ per CIA 

4 b6 

Those r ecords reflected that he is marri ed to | 

who was born | \ They were married* atvA rTA 

^oXkville , Maryla nd ~on 3/31/31. 


i Those records ref lected that his father is HAROLD OBER . I I 

| born 7/25/81 at Laconia, New Hampshire. Thos^g p er q j A 
records reflected that- his father is self employed as a Literary Agent ^g 
in the publishing business at LO East L9th Street, New York City. , 


Those records reflected that t he employee's mother, | 

| is a housewife, and was born 

1/12/90 in New York Citv. “ 


■b3 per CIA 
b6 


JJGsbhd «N0£XFD-2< 

1 - New York (Ilt0-23ii7) (Info) F 






- 109 24 SEP 10 1954 

.,■> W / 
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Those records also reflected that the employee has a 


brother. 


The above personnel files of the CIA reflected that the 
employee entered on duty there on 12/6/U8 and is presently employed 
as an Intelligence Officer in Munich, Germany. 


b3 per CIA 
b6 


Those records reflected that the employee listed the follow- 
ing individuals as character references: U 


b3 per CIA 
b6 


The employee's physical description reflected that he is: 


Height — 
Weight — 
Hair — 
Eyes — 


The above review of the CIA files was conducted by 3A EDGAR L 
RUC. 


b3 per CIA 
b6 


CARTER . 
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Sub j 


NUMEROUS REFE^EN^P|_^>- 
SEARCH SLjJfew^l. 









Name Check Unit 
Attention 


Room 6523 


Service Unit - Room 6524 
Forward to File Review 
Return to Ext. 


DECLASS IFIC&TIOW AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS SI FI CAT ION GUIDE 
DATE 10- 2 1-2015 BY: F54MS3K42 


All References 

Subvers ive References P#1 !;i tOit 

Main Reference^Ohjl 

Restrict t o Loca l ity of 

Breakdown I 1 Buildup . 

Exact Name Only 
Exact Spel 1 ing 

Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 



4-22 (6-15-55). \ 

Federal Bureau of Inves^Pion ’ 
Records 

^ 

[ 1 Name Check Unit - Room 6523 

I J Attention 

I Serv i ce Un i t - Room 6524 

1 — 1 Forward to File Review 

L — I Return to Ext. 

Supervisor 

Room 

B ^AlT References 

1’ 1 Subversive References r . . 

I... I Main References^Ohifyy , { 

1 Restrict t o Loca l ity n4 ^ ' '2 

I I Breakdown 1 I Buildup 1 1 Variations 

I 1 Exact Name Only 

j 1 Exact Spell ing 

1 _ 1 Check for Alphabetical Loyalty Form 


SUBJECT<^£. 4fiv 
Address L 


A* f\ 


Local ities 

Birthdate & Place 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 10-21-2015 BY; F54MS-3K42 
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with Anna Louise Strong, Stephen Laird and Albert Waltz, 
all of whom have been identified as members of the Communist 
Party. Referenced letter further reflects that Harold Ober, 
a literary agent, i3 reported to be an agent for Iloria Rolf 
Sues who was reported sympathetic to the Communist Party and 
possibly a Russian propagandist. The New York letter further 
reflects the name and address of Harold Ober, 40 East 49th 
Street, New York, New York, was in the possession of the 
executive secretary of the United Committee of Sputh^^pS lawic 
Americans. The information contained in the New York' letter r 
was made available to the Central Intelligence Agency 

By letter dated 6-25-56 CIA advised that the employee 
was interviewed relative to the above and had explained that 
his father was a literary agent and because the nature of 

his work was possibly In contact with Individuals who were 
communists or pro ^communist . CIA requested an FPI of Ober. 

A copy of the CIA letter is being furnihhed for the assistance 
of the Boston, New York and Washington Field Offices. These 
offices are also being furnished with a copy of enclosure to 
the CIA letter headed "Attachment ' A !! reflecting the results 
of the CIA interview of the employee 

The New York and Washington Fie3.d Offices are being 
furnished a copy of the CIA enclosure headed "Attachment B " 
and a Photostat of a letter dated 4-21-52. on the letterhead 
of the Washington Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg 
Case, both of which contain Information concerning Ivan von Auw, 
who, according to the employee is now associated in business with 
the employee s father. 

A copy of the employee ' s Personal History Statement 
dated 6-5-48 is being furnished for the assistance of interested 
offices 


You will note in the last paragraph of the CIA letter 
that a request was made that during this investigation 
information be developed concerning the significance of the 
associations of the employee s father with individuals suspected 
of having been involved in Soviet intelligence operations or 
persons suspected of having been involved in CP activities . 
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Full field letter to Washington Field 

The Washington Field Office will revie 
©f ©IA and set forth all necessary leads. WFO will also advise 
the Bureau and Interested offices ©f the complete title ©f this 
employee's current position. 

. ’• ’ i;’ 

Refer t© case captioned "Wendell Phillips Reynolds, 
Bepartmentof State, SGE, " which reflects that this employee ’ s 
father was listed as a reference /by Reynolds . f^.,,;|*e^;|rt '^©f^ 

Special Agent John G. JfeCarthy, dated New York 

City in the above -mentioned ease contains # documentation . of 
F€>r y©ur information thebClvll Servlce Cemmission 
advised by letter dated 4-27-56 that the case Involving 
Reynolds had been adjudicated under the. : prevA.si.4ps of E^sutiv© 

Order as a result ■■».£ w^eh a favorable' dethrmlhait^idn had 

been reached . WFO file l4©-3©57, New York file 140-2089' 

Bufile 140-4196 

The Washington Field Office is referred t© the rep©rt 
©f SA Wayne K. Welch, dated 11 -22 - §4 at S an Franc lac© in the case 
captioned " Owen La 1 1 imer © , Espi ©n&ge - R; Per jury 1 ' on page if ©f 

which £$$©&*$. inf ©riaatlen ©ber* It is net clear, 

from the wording ©f the report h^sactiy what list is . referred i© 
in the report or the significance of the list in which the name 
Harold Ober allegedly appears . Tw® copies ©f this Cepst were 
furnished for the inf©rmati©n ©f the Washington Field Office. WF© 
file 100-20548. 100-24628-6298 b6 per FBI 






b6 per FBI 
b7C 






Pull field letter t© Washington Field 

investigation conduct ed bv this Bureau in 1947 of a n individual 
who is be lieved t© be I 1 WFO file b6 per FBI 

| New York | fiaa-J | land b7C 

The New Ybrk ©filce is referred t© the . report ©f Special 
Agent William T. Baker, dated 7-29-55 » at Mexico City, captioned 
"Albert Maltz, Security Matter-©," Ton page tw© of which appears 
infpi^fct Jen reflecting cor res pendenee between -Albert Maltz and 
HarnlSl 0b:er Associates , 40 East 49th Street, New York, New York. 

Two eoj|ies of the above -mentioned report were furnished to the 
New York Office oh 8-12-55.. New York file 100-Wfen 

1(d8-2$96-243 

The Washington "Field ©ffice will report personal 
history section, of 'this report*, The New York ©ffih^v^iil 
report the Basis for Investigation which should include the 
statement that this Invest igation is being conducted at the 
specific request of the employing agency. You wiil note that 
the material furnished by €TA bears a -secret classification. 

There is no additional information in the f Bes of the 
Bureau identifiable with this employee. 





EE :i LAS Sill CAT IOtl AUTHORITY EERIVEE :B£L1 
"31 AUTCXIATIZ EE ;l LAS S I E I Z AT I OH C-UIEE 
Dft!TE 10-21-20(15 BY: FS4U93K42 


pi ( ) 



Attached are Photostats of material furnished this Bureau 
relative to the captioned individual. Conduct a full field investi- 
gation ( ) a preliminary inquiry ( ) . 

% 

conduct a PI to: 

( ) Determine whether captioned person is identical with the, 
individual mentioned in Bufiles; if so, convert. 



( ) Determine whether captioned person is identical with the 
individual mentioned in Bufiles. If identical, ascertain whether suf- 
ficient information is available to warrant an FFIj if so, convert. | 

3 - ( ^Determine whether sufficient information exists to war4 

rant uan FFI ^fif so ^convert. | 

PI should be sufficiently c omplofrc to resolve the quest ion'^'"' 
of ldyaltjy. o -- ^ 

cX ( ) ff“ (ppnverted, advise Bureau and auxiliary offices, speci- 
fy in^30-da£fJ3uded£2 IfFFI conducted, ( ) ‘ WFO ( ) New York ( ) Balti- 
more $ ) St. —Louis 5/ill check appropriate fecords in their distlKLc't. 

</> 5 V' \1 .W ^ y ^ 

E X ' 

8-10-54, ce 
ftfe Street j 
ua Yh has W&n 


He 

reflects that 


Tolson . 

Boardman 

Nichols Q< £ 

Belmont 

Harbo 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Sizoo . 


New York , father of 



i n 




2 - 
2 - 

2 - New ffivsn, 

2 - Newark (j 
, 2 - New York (JL40-234?) ""t 1 ? 4 

ife. . _ -.3 



X is 


Winterrowd ’fWKA'X 

Tele. Room_W‘ JP D /| 

Holloman ( 14 ) . [l 

Gandy ident_Memo prepared. 

CCT 28 1956 


Enc, 



COMM . FbT 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ALL IMMm&TICm CONTAINED 
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67- 


leporting Office < . 

NEWARK ' - 

Office of Origin 

BUREAU . 

Date 

7/30/56 

Investigative Period 

7/21^/56 


TITLE OF CASE 

' f\ 


Report made by 


Typed By: 

:Q___ . 


T. HOWARD WALDRON 

AF:emt. 

RICHARD 0BER t Aka: Dick , till 

CHARACTER OF CASE 


-ArdmTTriro t-ra t i-vo 
Central/ Intelligence Agency 1 
Washington, D. C. 

SECURITY OF. 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

Synops is: . 



■; *’ 4 " • 



Social acquaintance, [ 


has not seen either the employee or his father, HAROLD OBER, 
since 19ii7» and has no knowledge ; of HAROLD OBER ’ s contacts. 

I I considers employee. and all members of his family 

y/ as outstanding, conscientious and completely loyal Americans. 

-Rue- .. 

REFERENCE: Bureau letter to. Washington Field, .7/10/56 

Bureau air tel to Newark, 7/ll/56 
Washington Field air tel to Bureau, 7/16/56 
New York air tel to Boston, 7/17/56 

i / & v 


b6 per CIA 




I CC esc. 


( + C- b SL 


Approved 
Copies made: 


{^ 6-Bureau ( li^.O-5514-1 ) 
1 -Newark (llj.O-1857) 



6 3 OCT 17 1956 



Property. of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its . contents are to be distributed outside 
the agency* to which loaned-. <■ : ; 

■ ij U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1955 O — 344750 
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RICHARD QBER, .aka Dick 
Admini-a-irative -Off leer ^ 


($2? 




Central ^Vlnteliigence. Agency., r ;: --T • /. \/rL* f \ 

Washington, /DVG-;: \ -V' 

SECURITY .OF .GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES " - * ' ; ; 


July 30.,. '19 ; 56 
Newark, New' Jersey 


RESULTS ■ OF. '-INVESTIGATION •'-j;-, 
SO C I AL • ACQUAINTANCE- ' . ." \ ' '/ • . > ' 





I 


ad; 

V- Q W. 


aLyised on .July. 24, 195b,- that "He first met RICHARD 

a A rs T ‘ "KT 'V' n T Q 1 1 d - 1 V\ V* i.ro vja Q* naio/l 


in 1945» ' when'., both were Second ; v , - • 
lieutenant s ' with the 681st, Glider Field Artillery Bat.talioh, L 
at Swindon, England:.' He said they were, together in' Europe '• I ' '• 

in the Army, in 1945 and 1946,.. and following his discharge . b6 per CIA 
from military service . he visited the QBER ■•fa mily on several 
weekends .at Scarsdale, New York. I ~l said he had not •••• v.'/L 

seen- OBER or any memloer of h is family sin ce about' 19l i7 when 

I I h wedding . \_ 


RIC HARD OBER was an usher at 


3 c e a 

\.vie 


wedding , 


said he ■ understood that QB.ER was employed by the Government in 
Washington, D.C . , at the present'; time.. - 


1 


stated that he knew nothing about the-. p er CIA 
-contact's, acquaintances Or activities- OBER’ s parents, but 
he did recall that RICHARD OBER' s father, . HAROLD^JBER, was : ... 

a literary agent 1 n e w ,XQ?k- ,C ity. He said he knew nothing 
whatsoever about the business or social contacts of HAROLD 
OBER. " f I" V . "I. - v '■ 


and 
years 


. On the basis , of his association with RICHARD OBER ' V " "• 
member s of his' fam ily at Scarsdale , New York, nine or more • >* - -. 
;o,j | said he considered them very fine peoplb6 per 

completely conscientious citizens and loyal Americans and per- *. 
sons, of the highest integrity. . He said he. had never heard any : . 
derogatory information about RICHARD, OBER .or any member of his . 
family.. , ; ••••L-. •/- ..I'; • ; I'-'lll-''; 


CIA 


o ** 

% ' 

'<& ■ ■ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF- INVESTIGATION 


FD-2Q4 

(5-7-54) 



Title: RICHARD OBER, aka: Dick 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 

. SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Report of: Special Agent T. Howard Waldron 


Date and Place: 




July 30, 1956 

.Newark, New Jersey : 

PROPERTY OF FBI . 

This report is loaned to you by 
the FBI, and neither it nor its 
contents are to be distributed 
outside the agency to which 
loaned. 

This is an FBI investigative 
report and makes no recommenda- 
tion for clearance or disapproval. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

SEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-21-201S BY F54M93K42 ABC 




6-80 (5-27-55) 

STANDARD FORM NO. M 


Office Memorandum . 

h ^ 

ii 1 1 


« 


ALL INFORMATI CM COfT AIMED 

HEKEIH IS miCLABBIWIEB 

DATE 10-21-2015 BY WS4M33W42 MB€ 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


0. Tamm 


DATE: July 10, 



1956 

Tolson - 
Nichols . 


. A. Rosen 


subject: RICHARD .OBER 
aka "Dick" 

Central Intelligence 
Washington, D. C. 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 
BUDED Aug83fc 10, 1956 



Boardman . 
Belmont — 

Mason 

Mohr 

Parsons — 

Rosen 

Tamm 


Nease 

Winterrowd - 
Tele. Room . 
Holloman — 
Gandy 


Please search the name of the above individual through the records of the Identification Division and 
return this memorandum with a notat ion of your find i ngs to the - 


□ Employees Security Section, Room 2256, Justice 
Building., (in SGE cases, if a record of arrest . 
is found, please enclose, in addition to file 
copy, 1 copy of the Identification Record for 
each state in which arrests occurred.) 


O Special Inquiry Sect ion. Room. 
Just ice Building 


The following identifying data, in add it ion to the name or names and the Government agency appearing in 
the title, are 1 isted for your assistance: 












STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


FD-205 


Office Memorandum • united states government 

(File /9 0 - SS 1b J ) DATE: *7 ' J 0 - S' 4 


Director, FBI 




SAC, 




C'° 


(File 0 - y o ? V ) 


SUBJECT: 

' : C-//9 
* \$* & 

This case will be delinquent. 


Date of Bureau deadline: 




Reason for the delinquency: 


ui une aexinquency: C i 


Q\ y7- 




T 



Date the report or necessary communication 
will reach the Bureau: 

AEC zone designation, e.g., OR, CH, etc.: 
(This applies only to 116 cases.) 




No administrative action recommended. 



all iMwarnmnaM ajmmmB 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 1D-.21-2015 BY F54M33K42 AUG 




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

CATE 10 -2 1-2 015 BY F541&3K42 MBG 

V' 


FD-205 


Office M.emorandum • united states government 

(File ) DATE: <P“- <P 


TO 


FROM* : 



(File /vo-tyo?? ) 




SUBJECT : tfl J C- tf (R O 

C/'& 

^kP"« MS * 6 

/*? n JUjJI 

Thls case will be delinquent. 

Date of Bureau deadline: P 3 / ’S & 

Reason for the delinquency: 

j&LViz 

S C 6>J-/ CP A '* J ■ &■ 'ftt ■* 

Date the report or necessary communication jz : yy? jj *// 
will reach the Bureau: ^ 2L Jr***' < y' A '?--z - c ~ • ^ . 

t^vw- ov' <f- 7 . ' 

AEC zone designation, e.g., OR, CH, etc.: 

(This applies only to 116 cases.) 


No administrative action recommended. 






STANDARD FORM NO. 64 FD^^O^" ( 

Office Memo. 



Directors FBI 

SAC i New York 

subject: RICHARD OBER p skfl 
; - ‘ CIA - SGE 




This case will be delinquent 
Date of Bureau deadlines 7/31/56 : ' 

Reason for the delinquency s Info, in Boston air tel of 7/27/56 being 

incorporated in NY rpt <. Rpt in transcription. - 

Date the report or necessary communication. .. 
will reach the Bureau? 8/2/56 ; 






SACs, Washington Field <£CS) 
Baltimore 
Boston 
New Haven 
Newark 

New York "/fn'..' 1 ' 


RICHARD GBER, aka, CIA, SGE. 

ReBulet 7/10/56 Initiating FFI. All offices note 
Buded changed to 7/31/56 , c 
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FROM: SAC, WFO (140-4074) 

<0 - ^ : 

RICHARD OBER, aka Dick 

Administrative Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. j 
SGE I 

ReBulet to WFO dated ®/lO/56, 


imxmmrim contmiII 

HE mm IS DMIL&SSIFIED 

DATE 10-21-2015 BY F54Y33K42 JW3G 

i ./ - 

mT) ' ! Mr. Tolson— . - - • 

! ?“r. Nichols . - ■ * 

V '1 r"r. Boardmam . . - 

' v ~~ f l vA Balmont- 

\ Mr. — 

■\ Mr. Mch? — 
il Mr. '- : -' ;so ' Aa - 
>i Ms. 




7/16. 



:l Mr. ,, 

! ■jv^Eoom- 
M r , EollomaE — 



The employee* s title as reflected in CIA Personnel 
files is set out above. 
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2- Baltimore 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRGH 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION CHIDE. 
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DATE; 

TO; 

FROM; 

SSBJECT: 


July 16, 1956 


BY CO0BXE1 SBRYIC1 


Director Attention s Colonel Sheffield Edwards 

Central Intelligence Agency Director of Security 
243© E Street, Northwest 
Washington, B. C» 

John Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation 


BYj COURIER §S& 

3 1 JUL1 7 

COMM ■ FBI 


aka ’Hick" • 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D* £* 

SECURITY GF GGYEMEIff EMPLOYEES 



Baferance is made to your letter dated 

, which forwarded a request for investigation 
individual under the provisions of Executive 
In accordance with your request an 
investigation has been initiated by this Bureau within 
the territorial limits of the S&iited States, 

It is noted that the Personal History Statement 
Which you forwarded as an ao&baure to your letter is dated 
June 5, 1948, and does not contain up-to-date background 
information concerning this employee. Your letter reflects 
that additional background information is available in your 
files. This Bureau's files' do not contaln-pomplefce 
information concerning any oversea® emp loy^nb: or .residence 
on the part of this employe© j however, avadiiabiet information 
indicates that he has been employed by your Agency for an 
unlmovm period at Munich, Germany* ■ ^ .. -<■; 

In view of the above, it Is requested Ighlit you cause 
to be ©endue ted such foreign investigation -5s your files 


indicate aa^ be necesSI 


Tolson _ 
Nichols _ 
Boardman 
Belmont _ 

Mason 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Nease 


i.s_ regard ^Lt la requested 
reports 


that you furnish this 
reflecting the results of your investigation hbr® ad as soon 
as possible. In the event djjfcat substantive derogatory or 
disloyal information is during your investigation 
attempts should be made by you heeure signed statements . 


T /? inrt 

^ 1 0 iSob 

Winterrowd CC 1 — BOnil' * *• * 

HoUom R an°!lr 1 " Foreign Liaison Unit 

Gandy 


RECORDEQ^JO/#^ 



1 \$%L 


courie: 



: FFI instituted by separate letter. This letter (con't) 



NOTE con ' t . ■ — — 

classified inasmuch as incoming from CIA so 

classified. 



Report Form ^ 

FD-263 fc T5-}2--55K* 



v- m * 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


uv 

y 




REPORTING OFFICE 

| OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

| DATE 

I INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

LOS ANGELES 

BUREAU 

7 / 26/56 | 

7/23,24,26/56 


TITLE OF CASE 


RICHARD OBER, aka Dick 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 


REPORT MADE BY 

JOHN C. F. MORRIS 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


TYPED BY 

sjk 


SYNOPSIS: 


Y t Harold Ober Associates identified as correspondent of ALBERT MALTZ. MALTZ 
identified as C ommun ist Party member. Documentation for ANNA LOUISE STRONG 
set forth. 


- RUC - 



PROPERTY OF FBI— This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
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RICHARD GBER, also known as Dick 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 

SECURITY OF GOV^NMENT EMPLOYEES ” 

Los Angeles, California- 
; July 26, 1956 _ s . 

. RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 

MISCELLANEOUS ; ' •/ V;- ' '• ; ; /•. ' 

Los Angeles T-l, a confidential informant who has furnished 
reliable information in the pasty advised in July 1955 that the corres- 
pondents of AIBERT MALTZ included Harold Ober Associates, 40 East 49th 
Street, New York, New York, . •. - •' ; 

RICHARD COLLINS, a screen writer, Los Angeles, California, 
testified before a public hearing of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities (HCUA) in Washington, D. C. on April 12, 1951. He testified 
that in about 19% or 1946 ALBERT MALTZ, a Communist Party (CP) member, 
wrote an article in which he made a plea for more freedom for "left wing", 
and Communist writers. 

META ROSENBERG testified before a public hearing of the 
HCUA in Washington, D. C. on April 13, 1951* ROSENBERG identified ALBERT 
MALTZ as a CP member sometime during the period of her own membership 
from 1938 to 1945. : v. : 

PRANK WRIGHT TUTTLE, a writer and screen director, 

Los Angeles, California, testified before a public session of the HCUA 
in Washington, D. C. on May 24, .1951* TUTTLE said he had been a CP 
member from about 1937 to‘ 1947* He identified AIBERT MALTZ as one of 
the persons whom he judged to be a CP, member, basing this judgment on 
having attended CP meetings with him, discussing seme CP matters with 
him, or engaging in some CP activity iwith him. 

BSINARD C. SCHOENFELD, a screen writer and novelist. 

Lbs Angeles, California, testified before a public session of the HCUA 
in Washington, D. C. on August 19, 19^2. SCHOENFELD said that ALBERT 
MALTZ had recruited him into the Communist Political Association. 

ROY HUGGINS, a motion picture director , Malibu Beach, 
California, testified before a public session of the .HCUA in Los Angeled, 
California, bh September 29, 1952. HIKJGINS said that in 1946 ALBERT 
MALTZ transferred him into a Hollywood branch of the CP. 





' The CP and the Communist Political Association have been . v - 

designatedby the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to \ 

Executive Order 10450* ; \ 

The "Los Angeles Examiner,” a metropolitan newspaper pf. 

Los-. Angeles , California,' carried: an- Associated Press dispatch datellned ' 
London, February 15# 19^9# reporting Tass, the official Soviet News 
Agency , as quoting Moscow newspapers as saying that ANNA LOUISE STRONG, 
an American newspaper woman, had been arrested in the Soviet zone and 
"accused of espionage and subversive activity directed against the . ,v 
Soviet Union," The article added she would be deported in a few days, 

On February 17, 19^9 an article appeared in the ; 

"San Francisco Call-Bulletin," a San Francisco> California, metropolitan . 

newspaper, stating: that a high-ranking Allied diplomatic official had 
said that STRONG was ordered expelled from Russia because she became . 
disillusioned about Cbmnunism and "lost her value" to the U,S,S^R, This 
off icial was quoted in. this article as stating, "Dr, STRONG'S ouster was 
a direct result of her increasing differences with the kremlin. Recently 
she became disillusioned about the Soviet cause and hence was considered 
/' no longer useful,"’; • ''.r;-- v -. ' .. •, .f 

ANNA LOUISE STRONG was interviewed by Special Agents of ' .. 

. the Federal Bureau of Investigation oh March 30 and 31# 19^9* She advised ~ 

, at that time that she was an American writer and had been expelled from 
‘ the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (UiS,S,R») in February 19^9, She 
said she had been a writer and newspaper correspondent in the U,S,S»R, 
during 1921 to 19^9, travelling for intervals in Spain, China, and the 
. • United States, She said she had organized the "Moscow Daily News" in .. 

. * ' 1929> which was the first English language newspaper in Moscow, She *•: 
served as Managing Editor until 1936, STRONG said she entered into a. 
cpmmpn-law marriage in Mpscow in 1932 with a member of the Russian 
Communist Party, She said She had asked permission at one time to join 
the Russian Communist Party but was told she could not. She said she 
had been advised by an American Communist Party leader not to join the 
American Communist Party but to continue , to work in their behalf. She 
said she had been insistent, on becoming a member of the CP and had given : 
this, official money which she believed sufficient to cover one year’s, 
dues. She said, however, she was never issued a CP membership card, 

A publication of STRONG called "Today," issued in late 
April 1953,, No, 20, relates the circumstances of her arrest by authori- 
ties of the U,S,S,R,, stating she was charged with being a "spy," STRONG 
OontihueS in this publication by quoting a cable she had directed to 
Premier MAUEXIXDV of the U,S,S,R, in which she requests that the Soviet 
authorities "clear" her case, stating that the Moscow Security Police 


- 2 :'- " 




had arrested her as a "spy." STROHG said, "Thus a world-wide useful 
work was destroyed and world-wide friends of the U,S*S*R, perplexed*. 

I earnestly beg if any evidence indicates I ever injured , the U ,S *S *B * , 
permit me to know and answer, making amends* But if no evidence exists, 
permit Pravda to state this, restoring my reputation," 

"Pravda" is an official news medium of the U,S,S,R* 

The "Los Angeles. Times,” a metropolitan newspaper, in its 
, issue of March 5> 1955> in a story datelined Moscow, March 4, states 
that the Soviet Government had announced that ANNA LOUISE STRONG was 
framed by the former Russian Police Chief* The item states she had been 
cleared by the Russian Government of a charge of spying* The item states 
that before her arrest by the Russians STRONG was considered an out-spoken 
defender of Soviet policies and was a frequent contributor to Communist ‘ 
publications* She was quoted by the newspaper article as stating she was 
"delighted” that she had been cleared of charges of spying against the 
Russians* The article quoted her as saying that her attitude towards the 
Communists and Soviet Russia "has not fundamentally changed* " 





LA 140-2222 
ADMINISTRATIVE ; . 


, ANNA LOUISE STRONG was interviewed by SA*s WALTER C. 

ROETTING and EDVARD F« MILES. ’ 

■Careful consideration has been given to the source con- 
cealed and a T symbol was utilized in this report inasmuch as the identity 
of the source must be concealed* _ : ■'*; ■' "■ 

INFORMANT '• > ; • • ■ . -v'"' ' 

Los Angeles T-l | | who advised SA WILLIAM T. BAKER on July i2,'h7n npr frt 

1955 . " - V\ •• ■ • ■ .. • • •• . 
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SAC, 


New York (L40-234-7) 

RICHARD OBSR, AKA, CIA, BODED J 7-31- 56. 


Re. Hew York sir-tals to New Raven July 17 

i. .Zlapj 

at New Haven* For info of Hew York 


9 

eraan 


and July 25, 1956, and report of SA Nilliam B. 
dated July 27 , 1956 , at New Haven* For info oa *•»« w iUA-is., 
referenced report contains following iaformtion attributed 
to Now Haven Y-X (an anonymous source). 


"Hew Haven 1-1, who has furnished reliable 
information in the past, advised in February, 194-8, that 
ANNA LOUISE STRONG rasat that time residing temporarily 
in Cromwell, Conn. T-l advised that on February 13, 

194$, STRONG directed a communication to a Mr. VON AOW, 

12 last 10th Street, New York City, regarding the manuscript 
of her book, 'Better Earth,' which she had left with him. 

"T-l advised that on February 17, 1948, STRONG 
received an answer to her letter from IVAN VON Aw, JR., 
which was mitten on the stationery of 'HAROLD QB3§, 

40 East 4-9th Street, New York 17, New York, London Offices, 
Lo Fleet Street. • T-l advised that this letter concerned 
STRONG ' s book on China and VON AW advised her that the 
book needed rewriting and that the first two chapters of 
the book were a better approach to the topic." 

. Hoover / 
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LE OF CASE 

ICHAREtSeR,' aka . Dick 

d mini at ra~ yive~Off±x:~ef^ Central Intelligence character, of case • . 

gency, Washington,-. D.C. ■ SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 



MAGRUDER CRAIGHEAD, a /social acquaintance of the employee at Salisbury, : 
Conn. , commented favorably in regard to .the character, reputation ^loyalty, 
and associates .’of the . employee and his family. In EebSuary, 1948, ; ANNA . 
LOUISE STRONG received a. letter on stationery of HAROLD 0EER,'40 E. 49th. • ; V’ 
St., New York 17, New York. • This letter, concerned STRONG* s book on China* .; ; 

- ‘ V. ■ • - RUC - ’ V' .■ . . ' ' .. V ''OS- 

REFERENCE: Bureau letter to Washington Field dated July 10, 1956. 

: Bureau airtel dated July 11, 1956. 

New York airtel to Boston dated July 17, 195.6. ; 

Washington: Field Office Airtel to Bureau dated July 16, 1956. , 


2 GC C.S.C. 
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:..AAA'' : ' RICHARD- OBER ■ , • 
'aka Dick 


.) ' intelligence Of fiber r v::; "• 

Central Intelligence Agency ^ ; : 

.Washington, D, C* •• : •“ •’ ■ .-V- '■ . j- 

SECURITY .. OF GO VERNMENT 'EIWLOYEES 'y‘ . / 

July . 3?,’: 1956 , . a y .. / ' • ... 

' ;/ew Haven,- Connecticut • : *' - V • 

• • •... RESULTS OE JNVESlfGATI^l A: .V T : ; V 

“ • On July 23, 1956, '.Mr J. MA GRUDE^GRA IGHEAD, Blueberry Hi 11,. Salisbury \j 

Connecticut , advised, that, he hacPGtnovm the employee fa- father and Ij; . 
Mother since approximately 1914, . whe n they had met-. Socially, ;••• -y 

CRAIGHEAD, advised that he had known the' employee, ever since his . V • • 

birth, but in recent .years he had lost contact with' the employe e 
as well as his brother, ' CRAIGHEAD advised Ath'at he, knows the • / - ;.... :f ■ ■ 

employee and his family through associations which they, made while 
both families resided in Scars dale. New Yio rk, and that he doe'S not. f ' y" : 
know any connections that they .may -have outside of that city, 

CRAIGHEAD advised that as '.far. as he knew, the employee r s parents'/; -' : 1 

V were loyal citizen's in every re Spe c.t, and of go od character j : ’ ;.y ; ■ •••••’’ 

reputation, and associates, CRAIGHEAD advised that while the. : 7y '■ y y : : 
employee was in Scafsddle, New York, he considered hint to be/a y. ' .-y 
loyal citizen, of good , character, reputation arid associates.,- .. .p. ; ' ^ . 

CRAIGHEAD advised that he could not comment regarding './the current V;. / yv \ 

reputation: of the empldyee.j due to the fact that he . has-; 1 ost all yy. y " ./ 
contact with him, other, than what he overhears from the ..employee's 
i. . parents* ■ ' yy ! y •: • •■.v , t . ’• f7 • - r \/ t >. ':0'A 

■ ' New Haven 1-1, 'who .has furnished reliable infoiMatibh- ih the past, yy . 

,. ;.y. adv ised 'in-. February , Jl948.,: that ANNA LOUISE . STRONG, was. at that time 
. residing, temporarily in Cromwell, Connecticut* TAl’. advised, that 

on. February 13, 1948', STRONG; directed a communication', to o : ' . ... 

' . Mr,' VON AUW., 12 East lOthTStreet, New York City, ■regarding the. : y. . 

•' : manuscript of ' he r "bdo kfAlB'e, tier .Earth, V \ wtii. ch she had lef t with -him, ../ 

1-1 advised that on Febrruhry 17, 1946 f STRONG received, an answer to‘ 
her letter from IVAN/VON'l'EUW, Jr., , which, was written, on the ' r . V • - : . 

stationery of "HAROLD OBER-, 40 East 49th Street,- New York 17, . . .. 

;V ■■New, York,: London Offices, r.40 Fleet Street, ” T-l.advised thatthis- • 
letter concerned STRONG. 1 $ book-on China and'VON AUW advised her that 
the book needed rewriting and, that -the first two chapters :of; the ■ . • , 

book were a better -approach to the topic* .'V. : ..y ' ^ 

. .. T-l is unavailable for. recontact. Further infoXT^t!ipn:.;j:o.n.ceX-ningf.'./' 

A.l ANNA LOUISE STRONG is. being reported by . another off i oe i h c ohhe ct io h 
; V:.- with this investigation*. f/ ; / ■'/:■■ -.A -'A.-' ’ y A.- : 






ADMINISTRATIVE 

■ • - 2 - ' . 





DECLJASSIFICATIQN DERIVED FROM: 

FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I FI CAT ION GUIDE 
DATE 10-21-2015 BY: F54MS3R42 



•' RICHARD -OBER, aka. Dick •■/ ^ 

; Adiiairl"Bt7^t l vo^ - M4eor^ 

. Central Intelligence Agency t, v . 
Washington, D.C. : • .• ■' 

: SECURITY OF .GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

• July 27, 1956 rr 

New Haven, Connecticut y . • 

••'•'RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION F' I- 



On Julyi 23 , .1956, Mr. MAGRUDER . CRAIGHEAD, Blueberry Hill', Salisbury, 

Conn., advised . that, he had known the.\employee ’ s .father and mother . 
since ' approximately I 9 I 4 , -.when they had met socially.^. CRAIGHEAD 
advised that he had known the employee ever since his birth, but in - - ' ’ 

recent years he had lost contact with the employee as well as his 
brother; CRAIGHEAD advised' that he knows the employee and his' family 
through associations which they made vdiile both families resided in 
Scarsdale, New York, and .that he does not know any connections' that ■•. \ 

' they may have, outside of that city. CRAIGHEAD advised that as far; . 
as he knew,' the employee’s parents were loyal citizens, in every F i ■!/•- ' ; 

• respect, and of good character , reputation and associates. CRAIGHEAD \ 
advised that while the. employee was in Scarsdale , . New York ,. : he : considered 
him to be a. loyal citizen, ' of: good character, reputation and. associates. 
CRAIGHEAD advised that . he .could not : comment regarding.: the current repu- . • 
tation of „ the employee,, due., to the fact that he has lost all contact 
with him, other than what he overhears from the 'employee’s, parents'. ' 

New Haven T-l, who has furnished . reliable information in the past, 
advised in February, 1948, that ANNA LOUISE STRONG' was at that time 
residing Temporarily, in Cromwell, .Conn. . T-l advised that’ on February 
13 1948 STRONG directed- a confinuni cation to' a Mir;.. VON AUw, 12 East 
10th St. , New York'City,' regarding the. manuscript- of : her book,- • . ’ - . 

’•Better Earth”,- which she had. left with him. . 1 . -.'tv v.,-- • . - •/.• . :"/y . . 

T-l advised that on February 1? ; 1948, . STRONG received, an answer to . 
her- letter from IVAN, VON; AUW, Jr., which was wittenohthe/s.tationery- 
of ’»HAR0LD 0BER,..4G East 49th St # . > Wew York 17, New York, London .. . 
Offices, 40 Fleet . St.” T-l advised that this letter concerned - STRONG’ s 
book on China and VON, AUW advised: her that the book needed rewriting. . 
and. that the first two chapters of the boqk.were a . better approach to y \ 
the topic. . ; 


T-l is -unavailable for/.gajpfc ^9^ thr"gu1^ «Q i<^ 




Leo • tpi ttv -tdlw 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT B.UREAU 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN 
MADE 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


BUFFALO,- ' ^Y.: ■ 7 / 28/56 7/ 26 , .27/5.6 

“ RICHARD^OBER,^ akaT)ick ^ ; 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


Central Intelligence Agency, 
Washington, D. C. 


SECURITY ■ OP GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES . 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


GEORGE M. ANGLE, Rochester, N. Y., recommends employee for 
responsible position of trust based on six-year association. 
No contact with employee during past ten' years. • ; 


- ruc 


REFERENCE: 


Boston Air -Tel, 7/20/56. 


1CCA.G. 

2cc c.s-c,; 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


\p' V 
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... RICHARD OBER . , ' ">. . 

’ • ' • Also, known as Dick . . .. '.. 

• .v : .. ^ ; V-*- Admihi o taaa t&gOr-Qjgg&a^ ?•• 

- Central Intelligence 'Agency ^ ^ ; •, 

' -V; v v. r Washington, D., -C 'X . v .'rr . > V-' . *- •' 

' . *•' • :• • : i; .f -' SECURITY OF .GOVERNMENT 'EMPLOYEES \. ' 

V Buffalo,'-' ''-New- 5 -York •••'.-• 'W ’/ - 

duly 28 , 1956 • • ■ V- • \ 

\ : ■ .V .Vh >;.. RgsgrjaS OF INVESTIGATION :.V'V V •/ ' " '• •'* 

■ h- ' GEORGE; ML .ANGLE,, Vice President, Genesee • 

Valley/Unibn Trust; .Company,. .East Avenue Off ice, ’-20 East Avenue, 

'. Rochester, Few.; yorkl advised oh July -26,19^6j' he was associa- - 
ted with the : . employee during three years of preparatory school 
' and three . ye ars of college, the ' latter, at Harvard Uni v ersity. . 

He said- that, he . has had no contact with the employee... in ten . ' 

' year ;'r;, : i..- ; . .. • ... v %; 

’• ; . T -Mr. AFGL.E advised that the employee is • . - 

.. a person of excellent character and -r eputation," ' reputable ^ ;v •> 

•associates and . loyal to the United States. ;; He stated that 
’.he would recommend the employee for a responsible position ' 
of trust based on his six years of association with him. 



• •.'. - -1 
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FD- 263 (5-12-55) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office 

Office of Origin 

Date 

Investigative Period 

BOSTON 

BUREAU 

7/30/56 

7/17-20,23,24,26,27/56 

TITLE OF CASE 


Report Bade by 

| Typed By: 

(l 1 ; / 

RICHARD OBER, aka Dick 4^,Ac,U< 

Admi-n-i b traJtiv-e-- Officer £•. ... ; 

Central Intelligence Agency, 
Washington, D. C. 

! 

I | b6 per FBI-as 

CHARACTER OF CASE 07u 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Sy nops 1 s : 


( / RICHARD QBER attended Phillips Exeter Academy, Exeter, New Hampshire 
1936-1940 and Harvard College, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 19.40-1943, 

A.B. degree. Records favorable. Resided Winthrop House, Harvard College. 
Former teachers, housemaster, references, and former roommate recommend 
re character, - reputation, associates and loyalty to United States. No 
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“.RiCHARD OBER/ xaka :i)ick • 7 
' A <^inis%rafclve — Qfflcei? ^^ 

Central intelligence Agency 
1- .Washington/' D.-vCl ,/ -/I -, ip 

SECURITY /OB GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ... 



\ . f ^ ;• 


Ly 3 'C, : i 95 o , 7 : 777/7 

' ' : Boston, Massachusetts. '/• 




1 - 7 **' 


. RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION -vl; ., . •; . ; 
Xn.' 7:7 /7y-,-77 : ., ; . / >/ • Education . 




On July . 181:1956/ Mrs . KATHERINE DONOVAN:,;. Secretary 'to • the - • ; ■ •'•'.V-.'; 

Director of, Admissions/" Phillips Exeter/Academy ,' Exeter, . .• ' ’ 
• New Hampshire, - advised her records .disclosed RICHARD OBER was - ."/ 
enrolled at Phillips Exeter' Academy Iri /.'September, 71936 and on 7-;. 
June 2.4, 1940. received'. a diploma. . His/ date of birth was : 
listed as April 5. 1 92-1 and his home address : as l l b 6 per 

’I I _ .Y'j. ,u 'j . jT* If ' J -1 ' TTft iK/Nr t\ ArJi 1 


CIA 


.and his- -father; as -HAROLD. .OBER,. .. '-.Mrs . DONOVAN 

' stated that the records further disclosed, that 'no disciplinary ; 

■ action .was taken- against RICHARD ; ORER- .during hl;s attendance 7 7 /.. >/ 
ahd:'there was /.nothing /in -the / records' which. ^ ^wouid rrefiec.tcadvers.ely/- 

VM ; ca "n-hb v»cnf ov> * v)qtmt+* q hh 1 q o e c f a o av»* 1 TAiro 1 fir . +*v\ •* •* 


on his character, reputation, associates or; lOyalty to , t 
■ United 'State s - ; 7/ .' V: '-- 7//', 7-7’ ’'•.'■77'; 7 ;7/7 -TvV -77 7 777/ ■' 

-.OniJuly 18,7 1956 , ' Mrs./ HAROLD. N. EA^'S,;- Secretary, 1 ' Alumni Office, :' ■ 
.’ Phillips. Exeter.; Academy ,. stated that 'her records ' included ari/ 777-/ 7 ; 
"excerpt., from, the "New 'York • Times!' •- dated 7Ma rch' Rl. dQSl sta ting 7 .’ 
that RICHARD OBER was - married that : date -to ! I of b6 pe 


[ 


information 


|7 Mrs:-.-- EAMES . Stated : there;, was no, ! additional /; . * 
c ontaine d; in. the Employee iS ; alirtni- f older /; V’V:77./7777/'7 


per CIA 


On July l8, 1956 ,; . WILLIAM G ; ; SAL1$M3 , - • Phil i ip s ' 

Exeter - Academy ,; ;whp; was, .also ! listed as a ref ere.nce , 3 ’. advised- that ' 

Hoa +■ " T7mr\ 1 nSr/o a onrl Vrl e "father) . , ■•‘M ft wAT o 1 wi nn *.7 , 



young 


‘further stated that both;. .the. Employee ' ’and; his father have an 'u : 
excellent reputation! for character ;and; associates , and they are ' /77 : - 
^unquestionably loyal citizens- of the United; States X' Mr . SALTONSTALL 
stated that the Employee's father is a. literary .■ ag^nt.X * •;/•' 

offices in New/ -York and he - was not ;f amiliar With his. business 7- 7 ' 7 ' 
•associates or social, acquaintances:/:/:!^^ .SALTONSTALL recommended f ' 7 
the .Employee for a position ’ of : trust.: and,; confidence with the . • ’ ; ' • 

Unitod. State s Government;; ' 7/; ' 7; 37-. /'v--- 7.3777' 7-7 -.'-•777 ; - • . -v .! . 











.Boston.. T-l, a businessman who has' 'furnished .reliable .informa- . -.7 
tion . in the past.,... advised: on' August- 11, '• 1-9 §4 ' that among names; 7/7. 
'.which appeared on a partial mailing list • of the Southern ' : 7/ ' 

• Conference 'Educational, Fund^ inc . (SGEF) appeared the .followirig 
• 7- name .and. address: / c..-- .7 : V“ . /;.■■;- 7' 7. ^ 7,7": : 7 . 7 /W. ■ ;V/ ; : • 

• f : • WILLIAM G. SALTONSTALL . 't'// ' 7 - 7 7y-' : y. /7 7// 7 ’ ; '* J/ / ' ' / . ■ 

- • 27- Pine Street .7*v. v " //. 7 v .7 - ' .'; : 7/7 7 ■' 7; 14 

77/ Exeter, ,New ; Hampshire, 7/ '-7/ 777- \7. 77 : /. r - .' 7 •• 7 ; - . .; 7- 

V Boston T-2, Boston T,^3 ' and. Boston /T- 4, who have furnished- •/. ' 'y//-//- i : 
reliable ’information /in the . past and: who possess some knowledge '■ 

7/7 of the. Southern Conference Educational Fund, -Inc.. . (SCEF), and 

the'-Southern Conference tfor Human’ Welfare (SCHW) , have advised. -7 ' 

7 7 ; that the SCEF was originally an adjunct of the SCHW prior/ to, 

. its demise in 1948. The SCEF, Inc,,' continued, as a' separate •?'•' } • /,-. 

and- independent organization, stressing the fact- it. was; non- ! /; . 

. political, in nature . . It' has’ devoted its effort's primarily , ‘-V 7 

to race relations , campaigning against ; discrimination and 
. • 7 7 segregation . '•••; ; ; .-7;7 77/ ■ >77/7" '' > 7 • 7 . 77 ,•.,/.-/ 7 

Boston T-2' and T-2 have advised that the., principal leaders of ■ / ' 7 

-the. SCEF, Inc. , were /the same' as t hdee/ of. -- the /SCHW. ' -JAMES- ANDERSON 
' • DQMBROWSKI has served as Director . of both organizations . While 

■// : : the. -Communist Party was ' interested in infiltrating and , controlling 7. 

the SCHW, it has given little ‘indication-of .; interest in the SCEF, 

/ ■ ,inc . ' -- ; ./ : //,. 7/7 v /7 : 7 / ,7/ -/ : '7_ 7/777 /^‘^y/t'/r:. 7. 7- /-’ 

77- ‘ .-/•• The Southern Conference for' Human -.Wbl fare . has been cited . -.•/'/ ; - • 
by the Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities . : ... 

: 7 .- 7/ ; ;as a Communist front... ' / f". //••-,-//. • . - 

yy On April 19, 1949/ the iate. PAUL ^ROUCH, a self-confessed- former , 

/ Communist Party organizer; on May 3,. -19^9 Boston /T -5; an anti- .'/ 
Communist labor leader who was active in-: the SCHW, and 'between '7 
:.- - May ;.28,‘ ‘1948 and November 10, 1948, Boston. T- 6 , an- educator . - • •" 

; - Who ;was an official of the . SCHW in New Orleans, .advised that - . . /. ■ - 
: / JAMES A. DOMBROV/SKI worked' closely in the' past with Communist . 

.Party members and invariably, .followed their /advice, along .Communist , . / j 
7 : Party lines. Boston Tt 5‘ advised that DOMBROWSKI argued that his / 
decisions siding , with the Communist Party- clique . were . the . • 7 
result of . independent thinking 1 and. that, he; was a .Chris tian- .: . .'-V 

: Socialist ." /7 • ,/ ". '' ' ' ■'■•/• / : ; ; 7 . / . -7-' 77 ■ ;- ; ''-7 ; 





Boston’. T-7> * who has .'’.furnished reliable inf orraat ioh : - ih the ; . , 'i- . : 7 " V , 

’ : past and who- is a long-time- member of- the . Communist Party, ^ - • ’ 

advised * oni May 5 , V 19 51* that- he did not, believe. DOMBROWSKI i: ‘ ' 

t° be a member of - the Communist' Part y,, '. but. knew . him as being : ; 

" sympathetic with the Party Over a period of years. He said •: ■ : 

.., DOMBROWSKI took orders, from the ; Communist Party and was- an . , k ' - " - ,'Y- 

■ officer in the' - SCHW through the determined efforts of the--- ;; • 

. Communist Party. .V ;■ •..•,= v -. y : v iy. ■ - : ' . v .-' ;..." 

i • Boston -T-8,. who 1 has- furnished reliable information in the \ 

past and who • is familiar with some .phases Of Communist Party. . 

. " activity, advised on June 25, ; . 1953. ■'that at a bimonthly 'state* . *' •/' '/ 

committee meeting of the Communist . Party -in New Orleans in . .yi -;\V 

' approximately October or. November, 1952 > it . was- stated ’ 

• . -DOMBROWSKI had. pledged some money to the Communist Party fund " 

\ ■ drive. y ;y '-Yyi-i-y . >y ;; : V J' ,..y,yy ; ' :'}?'■ ;y,:-* v y ; -i' ' 7 . ■ ■ .- 

Boston T-3 advised oh May 19, -1953 that; at a • section committee'-/; /••• 
meeting . of the Communist Party in New Orleans on May i'6-, : 1953, 

: it .was stated, that DOMBROWSKI . has .three : Communist Party 7 tf - /•’ - ; 
members, working on the board of the SCEPj Inc . > who DOMBROWSKiv,; - ' / .,- 
knew were Communists and. that he .discussed^ matters ■ with ’ these // 'i-’ 
-..individuals, - : It. was also' stated that the,; Communist . Party could 
■; not get more out of DOMBROWSKI. if he had Communist -party member r- ; ‘ 

. . ..'Ship. '•••;. • / -/'•/''' /i: .-././//; /y'f’ '// i4' V / - 

\ The Communist Party, USA> ;. has . been designated by the . ' 

/-. Attorney General-; of the United States pursuant to ; -y'y./ 

■- • '' ;• ;' : Executive Order #10450./. y. * /•/'/>/; / : ■ , /'hi',. ;/. / 

•The "Concord /Monitor",. a-, ideal newspaper published; ;-at 'Dbncordy-y/, 
--New. Hampshire . for, July 8, .1949. contained ' an article captiohed, 
"Loyalty ; bath - View Heard" ' The article indicated -that the. . ;.r '*// 

. Joint Senate Educational and Judiciary Committees -of the New.. ■ 

; Hampshire . .Legislature, during , the., previous- day heard closing ■; ' 
arguments on the- proposed loyalty oath -for New Hampshire teachers. 
The article- '/stated'- that- among- those - persons opposing, the measure, ' 
-was WILLIAM G.' SALTONSTALL, Principal of Phillips Exeter . ; . - j : ;'' . 

■ .-..Academy, --v-- ' v ;; ,v. : . - - : - h"h'-- vh : 

... MYRON Ry WILLIAMS, Director of Studies, Phillips Exeter 1 ; Academy, 

• .y advised on. July 19, 195b that he. recalled RICHARD. OBER as a. : *v 
. student at the Academy and stated that, he regarded him as a- . ->• . '.- 
. .highly reliable,; conscientious young man of excellent --character-.; , ;. 
. and associates and onei;; .who> in his opinion, was unquestionably 7 '.. " 
: a; -loyal citizen of the United States . . He recommended him fori-- / 






• a position of trust .and confidence with; the United States v-.! y 

. Government . Mr. . WILLIAMS added that, he was slightly J ■ Cj ' 

• ,'v ' acquainted with .the Employee • s father, HAROLD OBER, arid •. V.y. t , i/hy ". 
knew of nothing concerning him ;. which would- reflect ^unfavorably .V‘V • 
on his character, reputation, associates .or loyalty to the , •• I V ; 

' United States ; ‘ ’ ' ' - 


On July 17., . 1956 , Mrs., MARY JAE.DYNAK,. Secretary* Registrar ' s ; • 

Office, Harvard • College Cambridge, Massachusetts, made 
available records of that ■ office /which disclosed RICHARD OBER, 
born April 5, 1921 at New York;, .New York,iwas admitted. to V 
Harvard College' . from Phillips^Exeter . Academy. /in September , '1940 h 
Hi s ' father is - name was- liste d --astHAROLD- CLARKydBER an d his mot her 
I l and the i r home "addr e s s as' l _____ J bi 

I ;';. The Employee ' s field of concent’raoj.un 
history, and he was; awarded an A.B. degree. ; h' 
was v indicated that while at; Harvard ’ 

a 'college dormitory . There was 
re fleet . adversely on ..the ; 
associate's or loyalty to 


as I 


fb6 per CIA 


was philosophy . and 
on. May 27/, 1943. lit 
he resided at Winthrop House, 
nothing in the record; which would 
Emp loyee 1 s . c harac ter , ' reput at ion , 
the United States. , . '■ • 


' : on July; 18, 1956 ;. SARGENT KENNEDY, . Registrar, Harvard. College, 

' . reviewed RICHARD OBER ‘a personal folder and- advised that- all . yy 

information . therein was completely favorable to OBER and .there ,’ t 
: was nothing' whatsoever' which would, reflect adversely oh his hi.': 

J"; character,-, reputation^ associates or. loyalty to the. United, States, 

*■; . On July 23,' 195$ t Professor DONALD C. -WILLIAMS ,' Phi 10 s ophy . . 'V, v " ' 

Department, Harvard College, advised that; in 1941 he was - r ,X : '■ . y ' : 
. ... ■ • - Senior tutor, at Winthrop House, : Harvard College , • and recalled 
• ' y. : the ErriplOyee as a resident 'of Winthrop House and a student iny . 

. ' ; his philosophy c lasses ..'■•j^rdfesspr WILLIAMS .stated that .although':’ 

• . : * he did riot have a .strorig recollection of the Employee, he kriew 

... of. nothing which /would .cause him to question his .character, repu-.y . 

•tat. ion-, ..associates tor loyalty to the United States 1 ;■ .1 -yh 

, • . /. .On July. 20 ,'..,1956, Professor' OSCAR HANDLlNy. Hi story Department,; ‘ • 
Harvard,;, College, stated that • in ,1942 he was a tutor at Winthrop 
. - -House arid that, he . recalled’ the Employee as a resident, there arid. ;■ 

’ ;• as .a student in his history classes .; He said that he knew of " ; ' ^ ; . " 

nothing Vwhich would. 'cause him to question the Employee 1 s character, • . 
reputation, associate's or loyalty to the United States;. ..y ;: 






7/ 1 ■ On; July “19VVl9 56.r 7Dr . • RONALD Mi- PERRY, Housemaster; 7 tfinthrop 'Vf'f". 'XU 
' House, Harvard College, advised that he recalled RICHARD OBER ■ : .>v17v 

- 7 7:, ? ..V’ r . as a resident: of Winthrop House during -his attendance .. at Harvard -9 1 

V/7-.- College . : He described the' Employee; as;' a '-sober *7 stable young 1 - y.-VV’ v^VV 
7 7 V man of excell eh 1 7 c har a c t e r , > r epu t a t i on - and associates .and, ; in y7*77 - 
•• ■'47;f : :7-; • hi s; opinion, unquestionably a loyal .citizen pf .the- United States . "- /-.- 

V/Vh vy- Dr PERRY stated that, he : could furnish- a- s imi lar. •• re c omme ndat i on . . 7 * ; ,';7 
' V ■ %:; 7/ for -the Employee ' s; rbpmmate s Who; were also; Excellent young . men if H Y >*..;/ 

- fTy .He said that .he was slightly acquainted,' with-' the Employee Vs:-.; ./7:7;.7 
7 ; 1 ; father ,* but • w.as.inot ' familiar with -his bus ihe s.s ; as soc iat e s or VT t-V 

V’ social • acquaint anc e s; and . that , to the : best .of. hi's, knowledge , / ;-§7 •• : 

'* ../V.y. ;.v the .. Employee 1 s .• father, enjoyed an- excellent reputation: • for,/ ; if/-' TV't/v/. 
.' - - >v ' ’ c harac te „• 'assoc iaf e s and ; loyalty - to. the United V'State s ,He7“V 77yly;-/'1 • 
'f ecommended^^^ . without/- qualitica^iop .-fpr^a ;:ppsitidh of/ '. 7.77/7 7 '. ' 

, ■ - .< trust., and confidence- with the .United states-; Cbye : rrpent:^.^t^- if :ff' 

J' 7 ' 7 On ' July ; 23 ,'. iSbSy '-pr.^D.iVWARD SLiNGERLAhD, 29 VCuhningham Road, - 

• Wellesley Hill s , ' Mas sac nuse 1 1 s attached .to :the Veterans . Admin- ' 

. 'istratibn Hospital ;f South'; Huntington-. Avenue , Boston,; Massachusetts; vf. 
. v v : stated he has Imotm RICHARD .OBER , since 1936 -when both entered V 

7 ..Phillips Exeter Academy at Exeter, New .Hampshire * Dr. SLINGERLANDr.;.. 7 • 

f~i '■ 7 stated that they subsequently entered Harvard , Col lb ge in. 1940' and-'. '7 " ; 
"/ /V; ,.' • were, roommates during their college- years.;, -V He,; Stated that .as - a.//: yy 
result of ; his; close .association, with the-;. Employee:; ' there vis ; - V ;v V;/,..// 
7: : Vv#v. absolutely ho question- concerhihgfthb. Employee ' s character; \7 V.VVp-: 
V ./' fv .' reputation, associates or ; 1 loyalty, to the : United; States;./;‘He 'f'^ffff ~ 
. : : » h .recommended, the Employee Vmost',. highly for a. ;positi'on : . of trust. : V 1 ;’' ' . ;; r 
. .v and. confidence with the United -States; Governments ' ^ Vvv: yf’-'v- V- • ‘ ; ; V ; 1. 


V V Dr , SLINGERIAND- further Stated/that ,;he has . bec'onie ^'.well' acquainted’ 

\ \xvith, members of .Empldyee -! S family ;'and'.,he;.:recbmmehded'''.t^ ' s. 

l’j . , VVv parents and -brbiihep-^ ^similarly, with : regard ; to bharacter,Yteputs.t-io^ 

. 1 associates -and; loyalty .to:,the’,tJnited States , - V;,’ 


V- - y-".Vi r : ■' ; References .ly'.'’ vv.VVvf f V';V VV- : 

• On July. 26 , 1956, : THOMAS P . SMITH , Ship 'Street > . Hingham,' . Mas sa- " V 7 '. 
•chuSett.S if advised:. he ;:has‘ 1 '-'been ^^.-acquairtted: with-Empipye 
for the past fifty years .-'Mr. /SMITH said, he: has known the ■Employee 
for , his eritifev life tlmeV ddrihg ;?which ;: he: VhasVheeia a-freque visitor 

,to the ; SMITH 'home'. in.,H.ingham together with? other memb e r s , of 1 , hi s 
family., Mr, ...SMITH stated' he. is not acquainted, with all of/the '? . ff.> 
business, associates or social acquaintances of the : Employee 1 s A. \ 
father, -but. said he . was pertain that, it; would not ' alter Vhis high 7 
Vstandards of character and . integrity' nor hi S / loyal' t y •: t p the RJn i t e d 
■ States . Mr. .SMITH .described all members of /the. family as; .persons ,v 
•; of • excellent: charactery. reputation and associate s : ' and lunque s t ion- -V : 

: ably loyal; citizens' of the. United' State Sy '• He rfec6'mmehded--;the ■ ' , 7 ; ' 
.Employee, ivfithout qualification for 7a 1 position Pf.; trust , and cohf 1- ' ; i: 
:.dence. .wifH the -United -States , Government;.- V 7 ; - 7 ..77 v >:7 ? 7 7 7- : 7 V 






. [QL'Yai 


. ■'■''A. 












.Mr.’/E.-S. WELLS KERR/ Dean, Phillips Exeter .'Academy,-.: Exeter,' / : /Kv 
New-. Hampshire', listed as/ a : ' -ref erenc e , ac cording- to WILLIAM G . . ./. /// - r " •/ • 
SALTONSTALL, . is presently en route "to Rotterdam, Holland, and /.; vi,: // 

will v\ /•% 4- 4- -i ^ ’+■ ..4- VvA "TTwi 4*alrl 1 CM* h 4*a cr ’ i m 4* 1 1 .. Cl O ir\ 4*' A Ml K A vi - 1 1 CiCif, ' *■' . ; *- • '• •- 


:il not return to the; United States until Septemher y . .195^*,. . • : ■ / •• 

-v .V •: - •’ •' . •. Credit 1 *■ .-.r-' * /i 


On July- 19, 1956/ DONALD P. 'HUSTON/.; Manager;. ' Dover,. New" ^ 

.HarrmBh-iTO P!¥«iA'1 ft ‘ftnifvffflii'" ^lill fteWfiftSl ivemio T!ifiwf>r* : . • -Hpm •: > ’ • ■*» *•'••• 


Prichard 'Ober/^//'. 

• Personnel • of - the . Credit Bureau of Greater ' Bo s t on -, . ' . f no . / : i 1 /• ; 

Beacon Street-, Boston , f Mas s Ac hus e t ts, advi sed on July:: i'7; : 1$56 r ' "/. ' 
' ••that the Hies' of ? saixl Bureau .contain .no record in the; name of .•'••/ h '• 


RICHARD OBER..* 






Criminal ' . . 


/On . July 18, 1956/ Mrs . ELIZABETH .JETTED Clerk/ Exeter., : New - }. • -/ : 

V Hampshire Police; Department , advised ;.thab' the files of/ / ///’ / / h ••/. / : 

that Department contained 1 no. record in the name of . RICHARD OBER. ; / . • 

' Mass a-. ■/''''/• 


; ‘On-. July^23> v -'1D^ ’'Cle^kf; 

chusetts Police . Department > ' advised the. 'files of said Depar 
.contain; no record in the ...name'-', of RICHARD OBER V>'/ / 


On July 17, . 1.9.S6, , personnel of the Massachusetts; State Board ' 

« n D vi/NtN rk'4* 4, On ■« i .1^-, ai 1 w 4* Tr ’ • P Xi 1 y>4 < Vi Ai i'o a * • g ,+■ anvV ■! Ma g c a n hn cc t f. q ■' v* - 


, of Probation, Suffolk County Courthouse / Boston/ Massachusetts/-?; t .. 

*. 1 - LI ±L T. _ .1 1 Ji.' O - i 1 1 >», J .a. 1- . a 4 M 4-U AVt 1A A /lA i^t ■? VA .* . 5k \ ' ' * *■ // 


a' central' f epos it or y Hr dll criminal. Lcoriylcfion records ln;.-“' ./ ./’ 

, the. Commonwealth: of Massachuse tt s adViaed Hid'd- {of -Said • ///•/■ .'/ 
Board contained one record of arrest for: speeding ;on Jul y 21,1 / .. ■/••■;' 

/lQ4|l "inf the name: 6f RICHAR D vOBER, b'orn April v5> 1921., of I 1 , 

'' | ; The /recofd '•Indicated that /the. arresbS per CIA 

was made at Gardner, 'Massachusetts and a> $5.00 .fine was. paid. • / \ • / 

'•"- • ' /•.: :MIs'cellaneous ' ^••- a' 1 ;.. • ..I.-M ' ■ • 


. . V-v 


During /July, -. 1956, other .Boston,. Informants',;- who are familiar with / 

: - some phases. . of Communist/ activity In. the. /lew England area and who i - 
Rave- furnished reliable information in the. .past, advised that • " v 
•'RICHARD OBER was ;unl<nown io ; ..them . and; -they .could provide no inf prma- , ./• 

! ; 1 1 on b oh.Ce rnihg ; him/’ /' ‘ / V . H-D/.,: // '/•' • : ‘ V ' /• , ••-: •' // />•- 


. V.\, 


■ . i V ,u ;.t . ’ p< 

■’ „• 1 . . ' . 


D/6/-..' 


- j • 






/' /■’: \\ A 


> ; /, ' >. V * *• . ’* . 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ‘DETAILS : 


Investigation in' New Hampshire was conducted' by SA VERNON -■:-yy 
, E. NIVANS ; and the check of. the records at the Credit Bureau 
of ' Greater. Boston, Inc., and the Massachusetts. State Board of 

T> ^ ir _ >' 1— '■ TV _ ■ _ j ‘ • ' _ * /~\ 1 ■' _ 1 _ . 


Probation was made at the. request of- Investigative' Clerk • • y - 

l I : ■ i :■ :■ :■ >6 

. . ■ • • • • . • . 1 • 


per FBI 


Careful consideration has .been given to .each source concealed • 
and T. syinbois' ; were utilized- in this report only. ; in .those . ' ; ' : 

- instances .where the‘ 'idehtit ie s . of. the; sources- must ,ba ' concealed.’ ' 


INFORMANTS : 


T-l - 


confidential . 

: t- 2 - Former. 

; „ , ^ 

. T-3 - 


I who requested that his identity remain. v. '.- b7D :^ er 


FBI 


/•.'whose identity must be protected., . - 
\ whose identity . must, be, protected.' ; •, '^Vd per 


FBI 


T-4 - 


L whose identity must be. protected;. /• 


T-5 v 


Y-r 


1 -When 

he was interviewed by. former. SA DAVID HANLIN BECKER or . / r 


5/3/49, he. requested that his. • identity be concealed.' ' . per . 


FBI 


T-6 - 


] When |_ 


b7D per FBI 


J was originally 


interviewed by former SA DAVID HANLIN BECKER between May. 28, 
1948 s and November 10, 1948 he requested that his" identity 
be Concealed; h 7 7. ; ■ 


T-7 - 


mentioned in the, letter from Birmingh£b7D per 
to New Orleans ‘ dated May -9, 1951i : entitled, "SOUTHERN ' " . 
CONFERENCE FOR HUMAN WELFARE > etc .; INTERNAL SECURITY - C". 


FBI 


T-8 - [ 


3’ whose identity, must be. protected. b7I 


b7D per FBI 




ADMINISTRATIVE' . PAGE i h 


- 7 . 






INFORMANTS : : . ( C Ont V ) : : ; J'Y. Y'/V Y / 

The aforementioned informant s Were .cove red by. T symbols' 
as, per .New Orle ans airtel to Director, cc Boston. R/tV/c 
case entitled,. ' 1 

I (Boston File I t . New , Orleans File | I ) 

Other .Boston" Informants, mentioned In.' this report dre : 


: . BS MS-107-S* 

BS: TS-240-S* . 
BS TS-671-S*" 
BS TS-677-S* 

. BS TS- 68 I-S* 
BS TS-683-S* 
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Report Form 
FD- 263 (5? 12-55) 


Ml ■■■»□» cmnMirn® 

EEEEm IS UNCLASSIFIED^ 

''□ATE 10-21-2015 BY F54M93K42 ADG' 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office 

BOSTON . 


TITLE OF CASE 


Office of Or igih 


BUREAU 


RICHARD OBER, aka Dick 
Administrative, Officer 
, Central Intelligence Agency" 
Washington, D. C. ' . - ‘ ‘ 


Investigative Period 


7/30/56 


Report made by 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


7/17-20, 23,24,26, 27/56 , 


Typed By: 


b6 per FBI^ 


.SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


... 1 


Synopsis:-, * • • : . * 

RICHARD OBER attended Phillips ‘ Exeter Academy, Exeter, New Hampshire, ' 

. I936-I.940 and Harvard; College); Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1940-1943i ; 

A.B. degree. Records favorable. Resided Winthrop House, "Harvard College 
, Former teachers, -.housemaster, references, and former roommate recommend 
re character, reputation, associates and loyalty to United. States. No . 
credit record, .one. motor vehiple violation:. One informant advised . 
Employee 1 s father, NHAROLD OBER, in 1946 was literary agent for ILONA 
RALF SUEZ. Employeevunknownto other Boston informants. 


REFERENCES : 


•: , .• - ruc - , . 

Bureau 1'etteH.to WFO dated July 10 , 1956.-. • 

Bureau airtel^to WFO dated.. July 11., 1956 * 

WFO airtel to mreau dated July 16, 1956'. - 
New York airtel po Boston dated July. 1J, 1956. 

Boston airtel tolwRO and Albany, dated July 25 j 1956. 


Do not write in spaces below 
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S*y v 


'.Mr . E. • Sv - * WELLS;- KERR, ' De a.h, Phillips Exe tei\ .Aca^'m^^.Exetek*;/ *’ • *•' •' 
New : Hampshire , listed" as a re f erence , . .according to WILLIAM G . • h 
SALTONSTALL’, ‘ is presently en route to Rotterdam, Holland, '.and ■ 
will riot', return td; the/ United 'States .until 3eptember>/ 1956,. 'r-. ;,': . 


Credit/ •- 


On July • 19 , 1956 , DONALD P . . HUSTON, /Manager/ Dover, '.New 
Hampshire Credit Bureau, ’344 Centra/1 .Avenue, DpVer,; New 
■Hampshire, which covers Exeter, New Hampshire/ • advised that ; ; 
the' files of .his-' off ice contain no/ record in. the name' of : :: 

• RICHARD OBER;.-:. •• ; '! ' . ' ' 7'\ Vw 


Personnel of , the 'Credit' Bureau of/ Greater. Boston, Inc.,* 11 


•Beacon; Street, . Boston, Massachusetts , advised, oh July: 17, 
that the files , of said. Bureau cohtain no record, in the name of 


.RICHARD OBER.. 


.Criminal 


Oh July l8y 1956,: H^syi ELIZABETH JETTE, Clerk, 'Exeter, New-:.:,'. " 
'.Hampshire Police Department, r advised that .the files of 
that Department contained. no record in the .name of - RICHARD OBER , 


On July 23, 1956, Miss- MARY LANNON, Clerk, . Cambridge, Mass's-' 
.chusetts Police Department / , advised the files of said'' h=>na-r-f-.t 

• Am 4* 0 4 m v* ’ v»A - *4r ViA' ‘ o 


contain no •• record- in, the .' name. f of .RICHARD' OBER 


On July': .17 , ' 1956, ' personnel o'| the Massachusetts State .Board; - 

.of; Probation, Suffolk- Oo-Unty* Courthouse, ' BPStpri,: •Mds'sa'chuset.ts,: ' - f- 

• a central , repository for all' criminal, conviction 1 records .in/ - 7^. •' .'. 
the Commonwealth . of .Mas.sachu'sjetts, , advised the files/' of . said A. -:-7 ',. .yV? 

• BOard cohtainedh one . record .of/ arrest; fo,f speeding, on Jul y 21/ - ■ ; • • 

lQ4l in the name of RICHARD OBER . born April 5, 1'921, of \ J • '’••••/ 

he^record Indicated that the ' arrei? ,P er CIA 
$5/00 fine was paid. •' 


-was made- at Gardner, Massacm 


.setts • and a 


Mi s/c e l lane ous * 



.On July 27 y 19 5.6 y Boston, 

In the past, stated that, in' 
for ILONA HALF SUEZ- who" was 
■ a /book- which endeavored. to 
problems . "• . -T-9 stated;: that- 
'/propaganda for- the, ..Chine se 


who has f uhhl she d. r e 1 i ab 1 e' information 
■-46. HAROLD ' OBER was the . literary agent .' 
e/'-autho/r' of .''Sharks,; Fins and Millets",, 
he^prlbe/the peoples of China and” their .- . 
(this NDppk was .a well done, piece • of . 

{Red Fq^es-./ ;-7 v/.yv-.‘-' r:;' -j a { y !; i . . 


7 


T-9 stated ' he; did not desire tfy'furnish-. a' .signed statement and 

>4 AVI V-vy-v A3" 4 * /A A >A /A «A VI ' >\ -Pa VIA ol O /A Al •% 4 ” T f 'Ll O V» ■? MA TD/A OVJ/AJ ' ' - 


decline d. to appe ar ' before 
..During July,, 1956 , other Bp 


earing Board/ 


s ton Informants, / who are familiar with. - 
'■•some phases of Communist activity in' the New' England area and who 
have, furnished;, reliable' information in It he past , advised that. ' ■ ' 
nTm ’ , " T ' them and . they could provide 'rio informal 


RICHARD OBER was unknown to 
tion concerning, him! 


"'V- , 6 '' 









• • \ Tf'’. V- 
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• HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED v 

v DATE 10-21-2015 BY F54M93K42 MDG"\ 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION : • ; 


Title: RICHARDLQBERj akaDick ^ 

.... . 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, 0. C. 'va ; -;V ! 7 ' lV: 

: • v SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 



Report of s 'Special-:' 'Agent 7 -. b6 per fbi 

Dated:; - ■ : : July ■ gQ, '1956 at;. . : ... . . . : b 7 c 

. Boston, . Massachusetts '.“;p . v;* y 


: This is amended w copy of -Loyalty report • 
. and should not be ro moved from file 
for dfcsamlnation purpose^ . If dlsseto- 

*ba 

M thls copy- : 


PROPERTY OF FBI \ 'r y 

This report and its contents are loaned 
to you by the FBI and are not to be 
distributed outside of agency to. which 
loaned. \This is an FBI : investigative 
report and makes no recommendation for 
clearance or disapproval. 





federal bureau of investigation 


department of justice 


SECTION 

• jutYl 1956 


teletype 


WSo ^Ala^ 

M&> Nichols 

MTo Boar dm an 

Mr* Belmont 

Mr. Mason 

Mr. Mohr. 

Mr. Parsons 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm 


ALL INimXATICt-T CCtITAIHEE Mr. Rosen 

Mr * Tamm 

DATS 1 0 - 2 1 - 2 0 1 5 BY 15 4 M 33 K 42 ACS Mr. Nease 

Mr. Winterrowd- 


Tele. Room. 

Mr. Holloman 


WASHINGTON 


NEW YORK 


FROM BOSTON 


12-3< 


DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC URGENT 

filCHARDOBER, AKA, CIA, SGE. BUDED JULY THIRTY ONE, FIFTY SIX, RE N’ 


AIRTELS JULY SEVENTEENTH, JULY TWENTY SIXTH LAST AND NY TEL JULY THIRTY 
CNE, FIFTY SIX, BOSTON REPORT DATED JULY THIRTY LAST SUBMITTED, BOSTON 
WILL FORWARD AMMENDED PAGES, INFO CONCERNING THE FACT THAT HAROLD OBER 


WAS LITERARY AGENT FOR ILONA RALF SUES AS REPORTED BY FORMER 


| | WILL BE DELETED, THEREFORE, BOSTON REPORT WILL NOT CARRY A T NINE, 


POWERS 


b7D per FBI 


END ACK IN ORD PLS 


recorded., w 


WA BS R 2 WA NRB 





NY BS R 3 NY AJM 


OCT 1 1 1955. 


TU DISC 








\ 




August 16, 1956 


♦ 


ALL JUTOSOATIOtS CGOTAINID 

,heri11£: : is TJiiciAssiriED 

UmM 10-21-2015 BY F54M93K42 JUG 




Airtel 


. jq. : . ; ; . 

" SAC , Hew York ( 140-2347 ) 


•,5b 

• 


t/' 


.Tolson 
Nichols - 


Board man __ 

Belmont 

Mason 

Mohr , 


RiCHARD OBER, aka, CIA, SGE. Buded 8/10/56. 


Parsons - 
Rosen — 

Tamm 

Nease i_ 


] dated 7/3#56, at N<b6 per fbi 

York. As noted on administrative page 18 of rerep CIA, jjb?c 


Rerep of SA[ 


requesting PP.I re employee, expressed desire for Information 
as to whether employee* s father *s association with certain 
individuals on whom there exists adverse security data, including 
.Anna Louise Strong, Albert Malta and others, is of security 
significance or whether his contacts with such persons have 
been confined to literary agent business. Rerep indicates 
that a number of individuals acquainted with employee* s 
father have been contacted but were unable to furnish data re 
father* s associates in literary field. As investigation to 
date has not* resolved above -mentioned request by CIA your . . ? 
office should make discreet efforts to identify and interview 
reliable sources in, the literary field who are familiar with 
the reputation and associates of employee *s father. This 
should be done in a most discreet and circumspect manner by 
mature and experienced ageist personnel. Give preferred V 
handling and submit supplemental report to reach Bureau within 
10 days from date. . . ■ 1 ; •/... -v: 


Hoover 


140-5541 


NOTE': FFI being conducted in this ca se at CIA* s- request based . 


on employee's father’s association with persons such as 


Anna. Louise Strong and other writers. On whom there exists • V;. 

adverse security data . Emp loy ee ’ s father , Harold Ober , ; is , f a . " 
literary agent and it is possible that his' contacts mentioned 
by CIA have been due to the nature " of his business rather than . 
any adherence to subversive doctrines,. Neighbors and 2' ' 

acquaintances acquainted with the father have sp oken highly 
” of. reputation of the family but such, acquaintances were hot " 

1 familiar with father’ s business associates. New York is therefore 
being instructed to identify and interview reliable sources in • 
literary field who are acquainted with father’s business, 
activities.- . * . • ' ■ . .. * 


3 


Wihterrowd — 
Teie. Room _ 
Holloman _ — - 
Gandy — J — . 


WWW: saL ^ 

2 - 17 ig56 


COMM - FBI 

AUG1 6 1856 

MAILED 30 







Report Form . 
(5-1J-55) 


DECLftS 5 I FI CATION AUTHORITY DEEI¥1D fECM: 
FBI AUTPMBlT ic declass ieicaticm guide 

DATE 10-21-20 IS BY: F54MS-3K42 


- • : • ’ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Reporting Office 

NEW YORK 


TITLE OF CASE 


Office of Origin 

BUREAU 


i Investigative period 

7/31/56 7/12, 13, 17, l8 r 20, 23-27/56 


<c? \ ■ 

RICHARD OBER, aka: Dick, 


Central Intelligence Agency'^^^^^^, 
Washington, D-* C. ' 


Report made by 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


| Typed. By: 

b6 per FBIji 

-b7C ■ — ■— 1 


SECURITY' OP GOVERNMENT. EMPLOYEES 


Synopsis: 


Basis for investigation set out. -Employee’s father 
reportedly associate of IVAN V03J AUW, and agent for 
LLDCHA HALF SUES. ViM AUW and SUES . documented • 

Informant advised that name . identical with name 
of employee’s neighbor maintained by VALB Headquarters, 

New York City in 1943* ONI reported in' 1942 that 
individual of same name as employee’s reference signed 
statement issued by LAW* Neighbors, references and 
"associates have 'no reason to question loyalty of . employee 
•or family. No record BSS or BCI, NYC PD and no record 
Grefenburgh, NYPD. Credit record satisfactory. Informants 
of NYQ do not know employee* 


- RUC ' - 


REFERENCE: 




Bureau letter to WFO, 7/10/56'. 
Bureau airtel .to WFO, 7/11/56. 

WFO airtel to Bureau, 7/16/56.: 
Boston airtel to Buffalo, 7/20/56. 
Boston airtel to New York, 7/27/56. 


Do not write in spaces below 
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y' RICHARD OB ER 


-,:y y : \\yyafc<r- Pi cfr /' .• 

';VV'v'- V' y, y . 

Central Intelligence Agency > Z ■’ 

, - ’ * • Washington, D* C* . '■■'•••• . ' v V 

, :- v ' , y y;; - v : SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT, EMPLOYEES. ■ ... , O 

; July ‘31, 1956 y . y -V ' 

y\y: ■< •' .New York,. New- York y-yy '' y-yyy 

■ ■ ' V '■ '' BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION 7. ;y,v: .y- y yy';J * 

This, investigation was conducted upon the specific [. . 
request of the Central Intelligence Agency based upbh 
information furnished- by New York - T-l , who was in a position, 
to furnish reliable ■information, on September 6, '1945, to 
the - effect that the name of, HAROLD : .OBER*. 40 East - 49th Street, .. : ; 
New .York Hi , New York f was one of a, list of names, maintained y ■, 
by ANNE TRA.7EN, acting executive secretary of the United ! ; • y 

Committee of South Slavic Americans* : . . . 

On a personal .history statement dated June .5, 1948, : . 

filled out by the employee, he listed his father as HAROLD, 

OBER, keif -employed, occupation - publishing, business 

address. 40 East 49th -Street, New York, New York • • >. i-V.-S 7 

.. 7; fhe. United .Committee'' of Sout^ 'Americans- ■ y-:y..C 

has been designated by the Attorney General of the United States.- 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450* • - v Vi* y'- U'-;: 


" RESULTS OF. INVESTIGATION ' , 7 . / ; ‘y. / . 

• f New Yorkf T-l, mentioned previously, is unavailable for';. 

' recontact* .• y ; ;y : .y y ; .• y' y-y y .y y ;y.-yy:y y;:yyy ■ y. vy 

■ ’ ' . . During a previous investigation Conducted -by the . 

Federal Bureau Of Investigation, 1946-1951, New- York. T-2, f : 
who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
in 1946, that one LLONA RALE SUES, author of "Shark's Fins 
and Millet," a book which the informant described as 'a well ■’ 
done piece- of propaganda for the Chinese Red forces, had been ; 

. represented by an agent in New. York, by the name Of ■HAROLD OBER, . .. 





."'.This informant- advi sed' that SUE'S was sympathetic, to-.-the, ' ' 

; . Cqmmuriist . Party and very possibly a Russian propagandist '. ; 

by- • The Communist Party has been ; designated by' the h- -- • 

• Attorney '.Gendral of ".the;- United .States pursuant , to Executive ; v - - 

. Order 10h.5>0 ; /'ly • '■•-..-v.. /"•;'/• ■ 

- New York' T-2 was recontacted on July; '27.-»' ; 1956', • ~ ■ 

'. and .she -could -furnish nol.addit ional. /information "concerning . 

. ■ LL.ONA -RALP SUES.-;-; - This -/informant;, declined 'to' 'furnish. a ; 1 
• V.s igned, : "statement -or'- appear 'bef 6re‘ a- -'Security Hearing.' Bp and. ;• V- 

- • ••Records of immigration' and Naturalization Servi ce, ■■ t .- ,., ; 

‘ . 70 Columbus Avenue , New .York City, - as . reviewed during this ' 

/ -previous- investigation,' • -re fleet ed.'‘ that : on a- General. .Information' , - '. 

Form dated August'- 23., 191+1 » LLONA: 'SUESS,''. also /known as: / -v:. ;' 

, Llona Rolf Suess,. Rolf Suess,: Ralf Sues; was born' September 27., , : 

' ; 1896 in Lodz; and was a Polish citizen’ by option. She- 

in'di c at'e-d - she had, first, entered - the United, State/s in ..l9.lt):, .'' 

. left . in- 1915’' and 'reentered . iriylhil,. as a -passenger in. .transit . 4 >• 

She listed her last previous employment as being, with .the ,. 

Chinese, government ,. handling Chinese government' -publicity from' ■ , 
October, 1937 to-. September , 1933. She .stated, she had be, eh- 
1 , unemployed since her- arrival in; .the United . States', but '..this . '1 ' 

;• .-form contained a. statement by her which: stated a . 1- '" t alk/and .. " • '.- r ■ 

write about China whenev.er.-i get achance; photos and. freelance- 

• articles, broadcasts on China, since 1936 in China* Prance, '- 

• Switzerland and -I; hope' in', the United States of America- by b 

means of ' articles; arid -book, but, no' •government • or Party;.: by b ; v .,5; 

'.-.- sponsor ship.’. 1 7'.; .. ;';bb v. ■; '/ ''blby:. -*b\' v-b 

In January, 19 Idi, a book by LLONA'RALF. SUES entitled 
"Shark' s Pins and Millet - was. published 'by; Little Brown arid 
Company’, .Boston, Massachusetts and . was -reviewe d ...by ORVILLE • •• 

' ‘PRESCOTT ; in the 7 "New York Times'". -Issue d-f January .19, ’ : -19iii|. v 
He commented: : "LLONA RALP SUES i's :a Polish vintellectual. ' • '■ " by ■ .: . 

, journalist and left-wing' idealist . v . ;; • b by.".' • . 

- : ’ ' . •• "China, Miss SITES is .convinced, is nPt.-:a demo'cracy 
'■ - and has no chance of becoming, one .under -the . one'- Party b-; • 7 , 

authoritarian role of 'the Kuomintang . . . . - 


' "•.... : '■; -. : -. ' " ’ ; ; • ’ - 2 




"If Miss SUES is discouraged about the prospect 
for democracy under the central government, she has unbounded 
faith in and admiration for the Chinese Communists and 
their achievements, both in social and civil admin is trat ion ♦ " 

The June 25, 1946 issue of the ’’Daily Worker," 
page 8, column 3, contains an article which states in part- 
as follows: 

"The Third ’Forum for Democracy’ sponsored by the 
N.Y. independent Citizens* Committee 4 of the Arts, Sciences, 
and Profession will be held tomorrow night at the Henry 
Hudson Hotel "Ballroom, 8:30 p.m„ ...... ... .principal 

speakers are: LLLONA ROLF SUES, author of Shark Fins and 
Millet, who will ealk on the Far East.... ..." *” 

The March 6, 1946 issue of the ’’Daily Worker," 
page 4, column 5, ' Contains an article entitled ’’ CHUNG 
Amnesty Vow Unfulfilled. ” ' This article states in part 
1 "I. ..Thousands of political prisoners still remain in con- 

centration camps ....... .the Committee for a Democratic 

Far Eastern Policy charged here today. . . . .... 

«•••*'• •' » .LLONA . RALF SUES .......... . are among the 

directors and consultants of the Committee for a Democratic 
Far Eastern Policy." 

cvThe "Daily- Worker” is an East Coast Communist 
■ newspaper. •• 

The Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the united 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

The "Guide to Subversive Organizhions and 
Publications" dated May 14, 1951, prepared and released by 
the Committee on Un-American Activities,: united States House 
of' Representatives, Washington, D, C., reflects the following 
4 concerning the independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 

; Sciences, and Professions: . • - 

v "1. Cited as a Communist front. 

(Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, 
. < Review of the Scientific and Cultural Conference 

for World Peace arranged by the National Counoil 
i of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions and held 
, in Hew York City on March' 25, 2$, and 27, 1949, 
House Report No. 1954, April 26, 1950 (originally,. 




■ npx lx X7| ±/*+7 $ ! $ tf • *. *r 9 «uu nuuoo appoi’V; .; ' 

v :; No* 378, on the Communist ’Peace* Offensive, April 25 
; . 1951, original date, April .1, 1951, pp. 11 and 12.) 

"2. ’This Communist front grew out of the .Independent 
•>., • Voters* Committee of the Arts and Sciences.'”; 

V". (California Committee on Un-American Activities,. 

. Report, 1948, p. 262 .)” . ; 

. / New York T -3 , who. has furnished reliable information in ; 
the past, advised on June 30, 1950 , t hat LLONA RALF SUES'-:wab:^'-;/':''i 
an - author of books bn Chinas who worked for Madame CHI AN G .x 
KAI-SHEK and the Chinese Nationalist government, although \ ", 
secretly a Communist at the time. It was this informant *s ; 
recollection that he had been introduced to Miss SUES in 1944 
at the t ime of the publication of her book "Shark’s Pins and 
Millet ;# !L This introduction took place in the New York Office 
of the ?Daily Worker.” This informant also stated that he •••' 
had. received official advice in connection with the campaign 
In 1.944 on Chinas’ andithih . advice was W. the .effect that 
Miss SUES waste -loyal meniber of the Communist organization • . 

and engaged from: the f irst, in informational work for the 
Communistt cause* f; ; :y * ' : - , w ’’V ■' 

.Sr> R&LF HNRWlTZj inspector. Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, New York City, advised that on November 10, i95l, 

LLONA RALP SUES sailed for Cherbourg, Prance, aboard the 

"SS De Grasse" and before leaving she signed the Immigration . 

and Naturalization Service form "Abandonment of Domicile." . 

According to Mr. HTTRWITZ, Miss SUES advised him that she. was , ' 
aware that the execution of the document woul d moat likely , . ^ . 
preclude her re-admission to the United States. v'’V' / 

New York 1-1+, who holds a responsible position in New 
York City, advised on September 30, 1953, that HAROLD OBER . 
Associates (no further designation) received a check dated 
August 7, 1953 in the amount of $300.00 from one ALBERT MALTZ. 

Additional Information concerning ALBERT MALTZ is b eing 
set forth by another office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

New York T -4 was recontacted on July 26, 1956 and advised 
that he could furnish no additional information concerning . 

HAROLD OBER Associates other than that previously furnished. 









>• j 





He declined to furnish a signed statement or appear before 
a Security Hearing Board. V- \ 

j." ' EDWARD , T . MC CRYSTAL, Desk Clerk, Ho t e 1 Wentworth, 
59 West 46th S tree ty New York City, advised on February 18,Cv 
1948,. that one ANNA LOUISE STRONG had registered at this 
hotel oh February 7, 1948 and checked put on February l8y 
1948, He advised that diiring this period. Miss STRONG made 
several telephone calls to telephone listing Plaza 9-8600* - 







New York; T-5, who was in a position; to furnish 


reliable information, advised that this telephone number 
was listed to HAROLD OBER Associates, 40 East 49th Street, 
New York City* . . 


. , Additional information. concerning ANNA LOUISE, 
STRONG Is being ; set but by another office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, / . 



Mr. MC CRYSTAL was recontacted on July 26, 1958 
and. advised that he could furnish no additional information 
concerning the above events. He advised that he had no 
personal knowledge of either Miss STRONG or HAROLD OBER 
Associates and lacking such personal knowledge, declined to 
furnish a signed statement or. appear before a. Security Hearing 
Board. •. '■ ; ..' y •' 




EDUCATION 



Colombia University ; , 
New 


b6 per CIA 


/.Mrs* GLADYS LINDSAY,- Registrar * s Office, 
Professional Schoo l, advised from records on July 19. 1956., 
that RICHARD OBER, j I was , 

admitted as a regular student in the School of International 
Affairs in September of 1948. He attended this school from 







September, 191+6 to January,, 1947, from February," 191+7 to 
June, 1947} from September, 191+7, to January, 1948; 'from: 
February, 1948 to June, 19l+8« • A Masters degree in International. 
Affairs was conferred on this student on June 1, 1948. . 

• This record contained no information reflecting 
unfavorably upon the character, reputation or loyalty of • • ; • 
the' employee. ; ' . .Vc . V ,.Vv 

Mrs., ROBERT M. JEFFERS, Departmental Secretary, ■ 
School of International Affairs, advised on July 26, 1956, ' 
that there i;Ai*e presently no professors or instructors ■ 
associated with this school who were there during the period 
of the employee’s attendance, except Professor WALLACE. : ‘ 

She further advised that Professor WALLACE is presently on 
vacation and is' will not return to the university until 
September. ' v ; 



HENRY H. BAME, 116 Bast 96th Street, New York ?- 
City, advised on July 25, 1956, that he had been a close 
associate of the employee during the time they attended 
Exeter Academy and. Harvard University. •; He stated that 
he and the employee were roommates at Harvard and during, 
one summer vacation, took a trip ajacrcyss the. Country together. 
They have had virtually no contact since their college jears 
and he remarked that he has hot seen the employee since 
1949. Mr* BAME recalled; that he met the employee ’ s ... v ; ; Cp ? 
parents and brother and stayed at their home, on a 'few • 

occasions. He described the OBER family as a. fine group 
of excellent character and. reputation and he knew of nothing 
which would cause him to question the loyalty of either the 
employee or any of his family. He concluded by stating 

. that he would highly recommend the employee for a. position 
of trust and confidence with the United States government • - 

■ RESIDENCE ' ' :? ’ V ' '' . : ':‘H . 


,b6 per CIA 



Mrs. JAMES REID, 


advised on 


July 17, 1956, that she has been acquainted with the OBEFP- 










■f or -.about : 's iX ye ar s„. ' While she - has .me t , the . employee ,- she did- • 

/ not "feel that • s.he knew -him -well since she ; has s'een;Vhini ' Vd", 

. only .when,. he .is Visiting, his family.. She’.st ated that the / - Dt P? r , CIA 
' OBER' family -impr'e-ssed her as '-’people who - enjoy' an, '.excellent . - ■■ ■ ' ’. 

reputation in the community and that nothing has ever, happened 1 . •. ■ 

which. would reflect in any way, upo n the loyalty- 'of .the OBER. family 
. Mrs.. REID- added’; that | | is a .dead' -end -street, occupied •' ', 4 ;. ; , 

. by approximately - five.- residences . She stated that. :ohe -yl . . 

Mr. WOLCOTT who -formerly resided on this Road, moved year s'-, ago ; 

", to Connecticut .and the other three : peopie;'.presenQ.y residing.,-. 

;-. .here . ape, on vacation, at .the present .time. • ' .. v*";-/" : ---t;. 

llv Mrs ANDREW WILSON , ilOlf Port ' Hill : Rbajd y.; S.c;ar s dale V 

, , New York, advised 'on July 1J , 1956, that she has -known the': b. . •/ 
.employee since hie was . a child . .. She stated that’ She is a 
’ very, close friend of the employee I s parents . ' She- described ...-." • 

.. the f at her. • of ., the b’mplbye.e'; as' a', very successful literary . 

- agent and- the entire family, lives-, quietly .and enjoys a- iy.ery " b I; 

: re spec table:, reputation in the neighborhood. ' She - pointed out . '. 

■■ that the: employee, was. working, at the. present time, primarily 1 
, -because he felt he -could:' be contributing - to., the welfare of . -.- 

,.the. country and; not ..from;. any- pecuniary ;.mo t.iv-e.; Mrs. MILS OF- 1 
'-stated that the', employee has, been '-away from’ this- area ..for .a; - • ; 
long period of time- and ’she has had virtually nd contact ’ - ■ 

- ’with him -over the past 10 years.’ She added, however, -that ’ 

..in all the, years she. has. known the family , 1 , she "has.- 'never - ...V--..' . V. r 1. -. 

• . had the’ ' .slightest .indication that, any member--, of , the , fat i-ly I'v . 
/has - ever displayed;. any interest - -in ’Coimnu’nis'm or . -any other iv'.; .-i'l l ; v 
■’ subversive ideology.. . - ' - ; ’’.V' ‘ • 


REFERENCES ■ •' . .’ • '• , r -- : 1" t-vl',- 

- ; , . blV-' 1 ;--YY MEREDITH. WOOD v' 345 • Hudson. Street^ . Nevi .York ’C ity y ’ n-v ' 
1 . - advised on July 2-5,. 1-956 y 'that' he. has been/ intimately acquainted' 

/ . J with the ' OBER family /s ince' about. 1921.: His. ass o c i a t i on ha s' .been > ." 

. . entirely on a social .and not a business basis'. : ; . '■/ '• ' 

'.iir? ';. . Mp.'-..W 0.0D- described thisyfamily as fine,; .people -.of 

'exc’el lent ' character and,. reputation". The, employee.' is a soc iable 
: ; . and' intelligent lad -who is extremely' T tightmq'ut.hed. ” Mr V WOOD ■ ■ ■ 







v. , , explained that he —arrived' at this •,cohclusi6h...becavise he has h/hh.;' 

‘ engaged the ‘employee in numerous' conversations which. 1 -.' 

• occasionally would touch upon the' employee id work . On these :• 

' ; ’ .. . occasions the employee never indicated, in any fashion what : • 

■ ' - ; '"i ip, . 'kind of work he was doing or any thing concerning it. From ' a : 

• discussion of controversial ‘issues and current" events, . 

: • • ./ ■; • Mr. WOOD stated he- felt that the ' OBER; family . was undoubtedly • - V . 

;Y, • af f i I i a t e d • w i t h .on.e o f -the /two. Aajor pPliticar parties, i He ;h;- 

, ’ • • Concluded by 'stating. that-'- he"' bbhsidehd- the entire OBERifmily ' . , 

: . to be solid, subs tahtiai American' citizens- who have: never 

given any- indication of any subversive tendencies hy'He-. ‘ . .' \ .. 

' f F-.-. remarked •' in regard '.to .the employee , 'that, he; would ; he commend - 

h ' l,-. him' highly for ,.a "position of trust and confidence f adding .' .- 
. • . : "you couldn't have. -picked a finer man,’ 1 ’, : • V/- . •'>' 

V -"". ’ Mr. ,'F.. EdRP.ISOK FOOLE,'., 30 Rockefeller, plaza, ’ ' " : 

• : . . New York, .hew York, -.‘advised- on -July 27 , .1956,.. that he . .me t ■}/ ' .-*•;• 

'. the; employee at Harvard- -Uhiversity in the. early. 19li0 ' s»;> , .... 

'g •' He a t -at e d that they* .Doth .. belonged to. .the samel Re serve Off i cer's 1 ■■•••' ' 

' ! 1 Training Co.rps. -at Harvard, and when, they 'finished , s choolp - • . 

each Was' assigned to- the ..s.'ame unit- in the Army- and went . ' ..I . 

-. 1.. . , • .to- .Officer Candidate Schpol together . 1 ; Vy ; - /" vh, /. i 

He stated that they were '..very clos'd friends ' ' ,hr. .. 

,.7 k during this period of . time , but .that he has not seen too *■- 

. much • of him since .abput • 194 . 8 ... ‘ V-. 'l l/.-' .. ; -h ...- v ; . " -r : 

' ; . • " Mr. . POOLE. i advised the employee spent about four-, - • . -.. , 

we-eka with him at. his mother • s - home - in /Gloucester , -Massachusetts, 

. ... . .: -during v M'arch 19ii.6. .and that he > Mr..-- PO.QLE, lived 'With, the .i '' 

.. employee's parents for a few months, in- 1946 while'' he- .was trying • 

‘ to' obtain, suitable. . living, accommodations ^/hteeif/ ^and his -wife'. .• ' 

v “ . I'.'/- .-Mr. ' POOLE' stated that' he is very well 'acquainted ;' 

-. - with both the employee .and his -family and: in his estimation, -l: 

they are., people- of. the .highest ch ar ac ter - .who s e , r e p u t a t i on ; . .- -.' 

:V'-f and .loyalty to this country .'are without .'question. . He stated- ' 

., ' the employee is a "clo'semouthed guy"; and that the government v. 

• . . could -not find' a better man -for a sensitive position. .V , ' 

: ‘ ' '■ ' : -‘ ‘ : Y; ; ' RA'IDOLPK '. P-. GOMPTOI'f , d? Wall, g-tr e e t ,.- . New-Tor k . , \ r ' V 

“ C-ity, advised; oh July ^'2,6 i9po ;■ 'thett' h^‘ ,;'ha‘s '.'fehoWh ‘.'-the OBER ■ ' , ' ' 

:-. family -.personally • since. ..about 1922. . He -. stated, his acquaint ance ship ' • 
-h has tbeeri. on 'a soc i al .lah'd ^ no t . , a . bus ine s s -. p lane . .' "• h 1 h. " 


-- 8 .;.- 




■ V He stated .that •since/ ‘the employee; 'has; entered. .1 /.■;.-/•/ -*y 

■ government' service /'his personal contact : with /liim ha's ■ .been. ; i/l;;'l 
' 'slight 1 r - . ;He recalled,' however, ' that ,a few -y ears "ago he and 

V . the employee -went oh a .hunting trap to- Canada,' '< during .which- /' / 'hi/' 

' time., their ■relationship Was;. extremely' close- .arid' he based , 

, most of- his reactions upon that period. ' Mr. • C OMPTON . d e s cr ibe d •: i'/.< ; 
the employee ' and the entire OBER -family ,as reputable .■.people ' - -. V;;. 

who enjoy a good rep'utatibft in New York- City. ; He- described 
the employee as extremely reserved ;iri discussing' his - work and . 

-it. was his impression, that he ■ is ..well thought . of by all his .-. />' 
acquaintances no matter what their age ' 'group V - . -'hh;. stated V 'that 
in the entire' length of. time' he has known^ -the OBER ; ’f amily, . .Vy.;V/;V.*' 

he has,;. never; had any reason to question their; loyalty ■■ to. .. - • \Y., f/ 
/-the'.' United /States and he felt'.. that. the employe e was' well :• •. Vl/olt -jV 
'. qualified/ for .his; recommendation for a -.‘.position; Of trust ; and ":y ), 1/1"; ■ 
... confidence with the United 'States government-.' /•/- / V / V' - --. I 

'. ' MISCELLANEOUS . . ; . ' " ' •- V- %■?' ‘ ."./ - ; ' 

'. It is to be noted that during' a previous . ; ' •/• '• '. 

. investigation’ conducted by the. Federal Bureau/.bf'. Investigation i 
' in 1954 concerning/ one WENDELL PHILLIPS REYNOLDS, . .... " '.-h;. ;/■ 

HAROLDV-QBERy literary, agent, ; IpO East ,49th. Street New; York - ; ; ;/.\ h.' ; 

-.’ 1 City, ..was-, interviewed and advised: he ‘ had -.formerly, been , ’ 

' .; _ associated',' -with .the,'- firm' of - WENDELL REYNOL D S 1 father- / , •!/ *•/•'•'./. If 

" 'and- had. /known the- .REYNOLDS f ' : family since 1908;;; /During. •/'. y -• 

:'. that investigation,-- Mr .". OBER, ad v'i s ed. . he '. would 'have/--ho- -V/;;'.. 

reason ip/ question the character ,’ .reputation pf^lbyalty /of •-. ; 

'Mr REYNOLDS, .pr his family. 'ft':-"' : . ’ : ' T ' yi; h i '•> ' V. /'•• ' 

.1 ’ •; T- • ' WENDELL PHILLIPS REYNOLDS, was investigated by i- / 

’■ the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1954’ under- the.. ■/•'/' /"-.. 

• provisions -of - Executive 1 Order 1 ' 10450 in" the' case •entitled-" . ; -.f ; 

. . "WENDELL- PHILLIPS REYNOLDS., Passport and Citizenship . Clerk, . - /•••/.:;•/ 'a.;': 
- Department -of" State , Panama -..Sqc.urity of Government^ ■/ : . - 
.Employees.!' ' ' ; : ’ , . /i';i"/ V;;/'y v i / '...-./ t---./- -t; ‘.v 

■ '!' ’/■ By letter dated . Aoril ; 27,- 19581. the ' United States ,'. '/• 

;;/Civli; Service, Commi ss ion- advised that - the case involving. / " / / 

•REYNOLDS; ' had beep .ad judicated; under .the provisions -;of ' ; . ///•.,• ; / ' • 

■ Executive Order ioif?0 as 5 a result of - which' a favorable / J -.. 

determination had been; reached ';/ /'...- 






’ The file.s of . the Central Intelligence Agency, ■ V' 

Washington, D..' ; C., reflect' that during,. a' recent personal ,, • - 

• 'interview,... the. employee advised a representative of .that ■/”; 

’ /•] '-'agency that his' f ather : HAROLD OBER is . a .literary agent and - : .yX 
- Y ;a** ’ *r a t h e r well '..known figure in : ‘his business:. Herr el at edit hat . v y"-v.:Y. r 
g - Y his' father formerly was ■ the. sole ’owner of his business, but ” a. - V u 
•• • - few years ago” took in as his associates rtwo individuals ' : p: ... v 

. named. IVM y.OHr.. AUW and DOROTHY OLDING. The employee . advised , g' 

• .that he did not know .either, of these individuals very' well, • 

■ p . but bel ie ves . .that V OH . AUW : sp e ci al ize d pin . t e 1 e v i s ion scripts;, ’. .- 

: ; .Y/yvyr.-'- ■ EDWARE). T.-. MC. v CRYSTAL , mentioned previously., advis e d * . .. X 5 , . 

onyPebruar.y .18, 19i|8, that AETNA! LOUISE ' STRONG,, while .registered ■ • 
pat the ■ Hotel Wentworth fr 6 m. February J ,-. 19l|.8 to. F.ebruary 1$, • ;A; 

; ..... -19ip8 had called, telephone . list ing Gramercy- 3-5732-. Y.- / Y.P’ ' 'y’5y. 

r ", . New York T-5,. mentioned previously, a dv i s e d t h i s ; g- . ’ v / 1 ... ' 

' / .number was. listed to’ IVAN VON ' AUW.,' • 12 . Eas,t' 10 th Street , New 4 

•• .....'York City. As set forth .previously, additional information :Y'y- p.’.-: 
.... concerning'. Miss STRONG is .‘being- set opt by another office : '-.;p,> v -v v 
of the Federal . Bureau of Inve stigatlon. Vi. , "• . • ' • ..... 

'Information was received from New York T 76 , - '•/ 

, ' who .has furnished reliable, information in the past,.' on •'/... 

various dates between March 12, .1952 ; and June 26, 1952, ;-L- '.-"p ‘ 

•-■■l ; that . he had .observed approximately ’ll ’press' releases /.. -• " y: 

.'-issued .by • :the :Na't ional ;. Committee to-Sabure 'Justlce/in yY-'Cy': 
; ' the Rosenberg Case, 2R6 5th Avenue, City arid ' d-Yb/Y'/Y 

'. rp released ' between March', and. July', 1952 . .These releases'; , •; . \ \ , 

. ' • . -were issued on' the' letterhead .of this committee . and the. • ..' 

letterheads:- contain a. partial list:. df- sponsors of . this;, y ' . 

’committee. .The '.name of IVAfl . VQN'. AUW- was include d ls ' One 
.. ’ ' of -these sponsors; .b -by. ’ y-v-,. . //'/ , /•.; t ; •/ /Y.;.Y"' -.* 

. The National /Committee . to Secure Justice; in .the .p/yl. . V.‘‘ 
-• • •; Rosenberg Case maint aihs nat ipnal headquarters in room D, V V 
; . 9h0 Broadway., New York City , and the mailbox servicing- this • 

.. office - is'. •iahdled*‘”^oboli;"-GbOTiilt'tee^ n > . ’’V .0 ■ . : ‘ 

' _ . : . V' 4 -. •; • : JULIUS and.; ETHEL ROBE''? BE.RG yind ' MORTON ; >S0.BELI, were '. . . O'". 

.5 . 'convicted' in the United S t at e S D i s t r 1 c t . Cpur t , Southern District 

: of New York,- oh March - 29 , 195l, of • conspiracy ,' to-,: commit. ' b 

• , ; i. ■■ espionage, . onv. behalf .-of : the Soviet Union-. ,' The RO.SE^ BERGs w 

• ' '• . :were' sentenced to death on, April. 5> 1.951 and MORTON- SOBELL to ^:''- '., 

' 5/50 ..years ' imprisonment on the same-, date,.;. JULIUS and ETHEL v- 

. ' ; ROSENBERG- were ^legally' executed at Sing' Sing Prison;- Ossining, 




:'X ) 


re- . • 


. '■ i % i :{ 




a 'i ‘ J - 


k New York on. June. 19, 1953, and MORTON SOBELL 'Is' currently 
serving his. .sentence at .the United: States Penitentiary V .? 

\Alc.atraz , .. Calil’ornia. , ; ... ■ V .. ; 

.... ' •' r ' 'HOWARD' RUSHMORE, ' a • newspaper -reporter with the X ' 
New York Journal -American -.advised January,' 1952., that the . : 
National C ommitt e e to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case was' 
formed- on January: .2 ,'19.52, for the,- purpose of, obtaining a ..new .- 
trial for the .ROSENBERG'S XX'.X-V 

' .New York 'T-7 , who’.' has furnished reliable information 
in the past., advised, on May 9, 1956,: : that the National- Committee 
to Secure Justice •• in :.the Rosenberg'. Case was- -attempting to keen ■ 
alive; the. Rosenberg ‘Case- and to fight , for the -release of MORTON 

SOBELL. He- stated that the Communist .'Party', took an extreme lv . 
active .part in assisting- the .Committee . - ...- 

; i. The January 3 , ' 19;49; ; issue; of the ^’'DailytWorkeriX’rv- 
page ' 7, . 'columns-;!,- 2-, -'and' 3, contains an article entitled it ■' ;••• 
"Signers .of Open. Letter to. End House Un-American. Committee . " -‘V 

This article states: •"Fallowing-. are" the- names /. 

of the.’ 313 educators , wr it er s', scientists , artists , and. ' 

: clergymen who signed an ppeii letter' to members, of the' Slst.' 
Congress urging .abolition of the Hous;e Un-American Activities ' , 
Committee* " Column' 3 contains the name of one of the signers, • 
"IVAN .VON AUW ,.L;Jr ; * , - New.; York City."' It y , . VXV :> : '- h 




' '* 


March 
the 


Volume 4, #21 issue of the "National Guardian", dated 
h 12 , 1952 , . on page 5 , contains an appeal for. funds by. 
National -Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case. r 
'IVAN:' VON AUW is llstedlas one; of .the partial -list of -sponsors. . .< 
of this organization. ; h;: - 'VV ' '.'■•X: '' , ; YvS\- v ''' . '.t;-' ;" : X 

The 1949 report of the California Committee on. 
Un-American Activities cited the' "National ;:Gua.rdian%. as;';.a " m 
Heat ion launched in New York' in 1946.. aiming at na tional. 

' cir cuiationp which - they found to -be, from > ^Xinceppion, 


. r :V: 
' r .* 


■ ' ' t Xr ' ; .phil'LIP DUNNING , 220 West ,' 42nd ; Street N^ew- •; . . 
-York City, adHeed JnUhril 11, *942, that IVAN; 

' vfeom he Lscribe.d as ’’formerly assistant secrqtary_9f J^tArary 
3 Authors ; League. , of America.".; was . "now” with HAROLD. OB tR ; Literary 

.- ' Agency , New: York G i ty.v- : • V' . h . '• 7 .<~' -‘. • ■' - 


11.X/ 




> \ . PAUL MILTON, ' 5^ East 8lst Street, New. York City, v . 

a member of. the Radip Writers Guild, advised that as 
' of- about May, 195^, and prior thereto, 'the Authors League 
'Of America was composed .'of, the Authors Guild, Dramatists 
;• Guild,- the .Radio Writers GuiSld, : and the' Television Writers 
■ .Guild, . with national ' headquarters in .New York. City. He . 
advised that in his opinion, the Authors -Leaguer of America 
: was at that time Commdnist infiltrated,, but' ' not Communist . 

■ ..dominated. ;; . ; f . • 

; i ' Mr. 'MILTON advised on May 31, • 1955, that the 
. Radio Writers Guild and the. Screen Writers Guild- had ' ' 

withdrawn from the Authors League Of ; America to form the 
-Writers Guild' of America. He further advised. that the. Radio . 

. . Writers. Guild was the subject, of investigative, hearings 
.' conducted by the United- States Senate Internal Security 

- Subcommittee in April, 1951 and was also criticized by the 
.professed anti- Communist element in. the Radio Writers Guild 

-for alleged pro-CommuniSt activities. MILTON stated that 
he is of the, opinion that the removal- of the Radio Writers 

- Guild from the Authors League of America ..would tend ; to : make : 

the latter , organization less subject to being referred, to as 
Communist, infiltrated. . • > L. ■ 

- ' Mr. MILTON advised'. on. Npvemberk29^ 'i955,' : 'that' ,.V’ ; 

he ;has no . knowledge of any Communist Party ; activity or 
infiltration of. the Authors League of America at the present 
•' time. • ••• ' ...V-V - ’• 


■ - .;-v On the employee's personal .disto rv statement . • •• 

referred to previously, he listed 'one | ~ 

| | as a character 

reference . .. - > .: c' . ' .- .' ~~T. - 


bo per CIA- 


The, Of fice of Naval Intelligence, 3rd Naval 
District , . advised on Octobe r 19 , 19^2., .- that one 

| (no, further designation ) signed 
a statement "issued by the (Communist controlled) League 







. . . of American Writers •for the opening of a 2nd '.front ..'V;, ;> iv 

^ - The- League of American. Writers has. been designated ' . "I 
M./by the Attorney General of the. United \ St at e s pur suan t to • 

Executive Order MO 450. . ' v. ; ' ; ’ ■’ v*c’. '• -••/• • / 

. The employee 1 s personal history statement: also 'V. ' 

listed as a neighb or, "at vour last ' normal residence in the - •' 

.5 /United States" :one]~ with- residence address at ’ per My,. 

’•? -\r • "• ' New York' T-8 , who was in a position to f urni sh • y 

. reliable information, a.dvised- pnlS.eptember- 15, 1943,/.; that: ■ .V : 

he -had' .observed; a'. list of names maintained at the headquarters . ... , . , 

' of the Veterans of 'the Abraham .Lincol'n/Brigade, 23 West; : 

’ 26th Street > New York. City. This list, bore a penciled notation . ; ’ 
across the . top '.which . stated "Russian War . Relief Mailing, h. '■ 

Mi st for 'dinner June MO. IQ42. " : Included on this Mi'st were ; . . 

. -the names, I , b6 per CIA 



• • •. v The Veterans 6f the Abrj^hm Mncolh Brigade -has .. . ... 4 . . 
been, designated - by the Attorney ' General .of the United-States. .•%■ 
pursuant to. Executive ' Order ; 10450/ ^ M' y: .- y y V y i'V.y. - 

i- ' l ' Records 'of the Westchester County 'Board of - Elections,. :M. 
' White’ Plains, ;.New. York-, Were reviewed on July 18,- 1956 and • . 
reflected .the following information: ,y/c M I;; .M,:' \ ■ cvy . 


{ f; : - HAROLD. OBER, 


registered •.expressing, a preference for one : ; of the .two major 
political .parties .from 1936 through- 1955 inclusive with' the 
•.exception of the years., 1937/ ,1939 > 1941 and 19,45 when no re- 
•gistration/was /shown. . These records failed to reflect ’any 
registrations. for this individual from this. address in 1934 
and 1935- - ' / •; , v " h •/ M 


b6 per CIA 







ANNE 03ER, 


] 


.^•expressing a preference for one .of -the; two ... 
major political parties from 1936’ through ' 1955 >; inclusive . v : 
/.with the exception of the 'years 1937 /' 1949 and 1950, when ., 

, no registration was shown/ - : No- registration was rioted for this ' 
individual for the years 1934/. and 193.5* . >... V.. • 


b6 per 


CIA 

'•S/ 


C ' /. RICHARD; OBER, j I 

’ /. 'registered . expres Sing a preference .for onee/of the .vtwp/ . .. .:.•; 
■major political parties, for /the years from 1946 to; 19^8 .' 
•inclusive.' . In 1944, this'; individual registered -as a war' • . 
.voter.' .No other- record of registration was/notsd for this, 
//'-"‘individual/';: / r -Z.v • ■*■./-/• .. ■ ' .//-.; : /•/;;/•:': - ' ' " •./'! 


b6 ’per CIA 


’ /• V". - ; // • •A/. representative of* •.the- Bureau, of Special Services " / , 

' arid of the Bureau of. Criminal •• Identl fib at i on-, / both of the • /. , • /'/.- 
:New; York City Police Department/;.adyise'd on July 13,-. 195.6* . . • / . . 

/ that ‘.the files of their .respective agenOies • were re viewed, and- . 
failed to reflect. any^ record of- the : employee;. A .:./"./.' : ■ 

/ " . . Chief JOHN. SHERIDAN. Greenburgh, New . York Police .' / 
■•.Department/- adVisedion July- lo, 1956/ the files of his • '• 

, /department ;;c6ntain rio -record of the employee or any member' of . 

/;' • his family.' . '> / ,■: /■-,'. A ; /y ; „■ ' / ,/ - /';• • . -."•/./ , ; / /'/'•, / • 

. Miss - HELEN PUST, Credit Bureau of. .Greater. New , "y •/;/•/'.. 

* Yorkj/ advised 3'6n' July ,••'. 17'/-; 1956, 'that./bh£ files of her : s ■•.•.'.-.■ . '/ '•/ 

-.'.•.' agency ' refle ct a credit report dated March 17 . 1048 on 
. , HAROLD OBER , I I ■, There/' y 

• . ; ■; was no unfavorable/ information contained in this report . \ / •'. 

. ..This' record also reflects a .credit repor t dated- December?.! , ■' c'.' ■' 

‘ 1943. concerning Lieutenan t RICHARD OB ER;/ 1 1 b6 ? er CIA 

■ ^~| .'formerly of l | : ’ ../• 

| | . This’ individual 1 s -business address, was . 

./•'. listed as Fort Bragg, North .Carolina, There was. : no unfavorable : - • " / /•• 

• . • information., contained in this ‘report. /// • . / .. /,".'// ,-/•:• ; •-//•/: 

• •■-.//. .. :/ /•. Records of the Westchester Credit ..Bureau,: White ■/■-/•" ■///■'/. . 

' . Plains/ New. York, were reviewed on July 17,-/ 1956 and reflected '• 

•/.'/ no 'unfavorable; information/ concerning. HAROLD or. RICHARD OBER. '. \ .• 










Confidential informants, who have, furnished 
/ : reliable, inf omatidn' in the past, and. who .are' familiar ; > 
•. with. Communist Party activities, .in - the greater.' New*. ; ’ 

■ York' area, were contacted, on July 18, . 24 • arid ■’ 25, 195.6, ' 
and advised that they have -no knowledge 'of the employee 
and could furnish .no information concerning him or his .. 

■ family members; i -... v , 









NY . 140-2347 


■INFORMANTS 


■.NewYork T-l 


NY 1395-3* • 


New York T-2 


New York T-3 


F o rmer , | J ( by • r eque.s t ) 

"LOUIS BUDENZ (by request ) 


■;b7D per FBI 


New; York T-4 


by request J 


-b7D per FBI 


New -York T-5‘ 


: b7D per FBI 


New York T-6 . ' Former CSNY %26-S (bo conceal technique ) 


New .York T-7 


. b7D per FBI 


New York T-E 


NY 1330-S* 


, . Gareful consideration has been given to each source :• 
concealed and T symbols were utilized in this report only in 
those instances' where; the identity of 'the informant must be. 
concealed. “ ■ •• : 7 r • . , ;■ • • -v- ' 


v The confidential informants mentioned in this report 
and. not otherwise identified are set forth as follows: ■ 



Contacted, by SA 


b6 per FBI 
' b7C . ■ 


Contacted by SA G.H ARLES D. - SHORES . 


■ -b7D per FBI 


IDENTITY OF SAS AND S.ES 


Interviews with WOOD , C-OMPTOM, BALE 
•arid BOOLE . 

Investigation at White Plains R.A; 
Investigation; at Columbia 'University 
investigation at NYC PD • • • * 

Inyestigatiori'NYC Credit Bureau 


SA -JAMES E. GORDON 
S A . BEN ASHLEY COX. b6 per FBI 
SA AUGUST J. MICEK V b7C • 

SA I 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE'.. . 


-16 - 




v\ *./■ 


i ■ ny 140-2347 
' • Administrative 


. ' ' ■ 


reference c 
.•194.B; PHS . is 
entitled: 

>f.l 

i.t 


J. ^ca. VA y . V Uiic. . 17^0. ; \\ 

Listed -ion employee ’ s't •' 0* 

>eiaevea*' laentical \tiith Bureau file I \ : 

1 

I In ev* • „ 


• ms veer, reflects that, the only derogatory, inform ation d isclPJ-: 
was the fact that -'HAROLD OB.BR. was a reference of I L 
Investigation at New York City during : this -' in vestigation ’ '■■/ • ‘X 

- failed to, disclose, the present '.whereabouts of t L 

• • In regard to" IVAN V.ON AUW, mentioned in re report , 
New York, file 100-2 54.5-769 » : reflects ’that on 10/27/1747, 

Mrs. .RICHARD C . HALL:, 63'r23. 76th Street, Queens , New York, 
made availablean index : card, drawer containing approximately 

• 1200. names which .she had ' received from •.the ''Lee; Letter, Service 

• 19 West 44th Street ,' NYC . : According to: a memorandum prepared 
at that' time, Mrs. HALL was assigned 'to type envelopes •• . • 
addressed to- the names contained on these cards*. It was 
•noted thaj;,' the reverse side of the envelopes contained the • ' 
printed;, legend "PAUL. ROBRSON, VALB . ’’ . ; Ihe memo statedV'' pt' 
that- the index cards' were "apparently maintained by" the. VALB 

• .and contained data regarding past contributions to the VALBV”. 
These .Cards were photostated 'by ‘ the New York Office : and- one ■ i "- 

; .of them b ears, the name of IVAN VON . AUW, ; 12- East, 10th ■Street 
, New. York City . ' . • •'.• AM.; ■■ '/•; Aa 


> , 


‘ A review of .the photostats .of the index cards, ; . ' 

maintained as. exhibits ih; ( ,.the.- NYO , fails to reflect any , •;,/■ . 

■identifying' data on the cards .■'.Which would indicate:, that •.they . . . 
are in fact a mailing list -of' the VALB, nor. ai?e the notations;; 

. on the cards identifiable as past contributions to the VALB .;•■ . p v . . ‘ 
.Judging from the circumstances, surrounding Mrs'. HALL’S, possession. , 
o.f these papds , it appears unlikely .that she/Could furnish 
' any. .positive .information.- concerning ..‘their • initial source . 

Since- the exact signif igan’ce and or iginal source of -this list t 

ape hot known j. no. mention of. it was made in instant pre-port , '../■■ 

... A. , . ' SCH&YLER' WALLACE-* . Professor., : School of International. , 

Affairs , Columbia. Jni ver.s ity ^-; who; is';.lis ted .on the employee's ; .. ; ^ 


v ' . : -;i7 .-.a ^ 

■ ADMINISTRATIVE'.' PAGE GONT' D- P.MA • 




;• NY 1)4.0-231-17 


' PHS as his instructor at Columbia, is maintained on the f. 
caution list of the New York 'Office. investigation at 
New York. City, as reflected in instant report, indicates 
WALLACE is presently on vacation and unavailable for interview. 

,One copy of this report is being designated for 
■ Washington Field Office,;.:’ inasmuch as the employee is employed ' 
.V-' in the area covered by that Office'.. A *■> '-'-y’-'y ‘‘ ' 

This report is stamped ideerSt]. inasmuch as the 
CIA information' referred to in instant report- is taken from- ',.. • 
memoranda so stamped by that agency.. . -- . 

-.: ;i V , ’ . . No investigation was .conducted, regarding the . 4 

‘‘ ' ’employee ’s listed employment at the Depot Service '•.•Station-,'-.' '7 ' 

Scarsdale , New York from 7/5/41 . 7/19/41. It was’ not 'C/fy •• 

felt that a two weeks employment of 15 years ago- would; be;.:; ./• . 

-likely to disclose any substantial '' information bearing upon • 

■ the employee’ s loyalty ., •• ‘p.v /* ;•/ " 

Bureau, letter of 7/10/5.6. to Washington Field in 
. this matter refers to CIA request that information be •; A ,■ 

- developed concerning the significance of; associations of 

;■ the employee’s father with individuals suspected of having =; 
been involved in Soviet intelligence.. operations or . persons 
suspected of having been Involvedfin CP activities. It" is 
pointed, out that during thee course of this investigation , 
discreet inquiry was made of . those individuals interviewed' 
who were believed to be in . a. .position to, furni sh , knowledge - , •. 

. concerning .the employee’s father. Vs .business, and possibly. 

his association's therein. ' All ; individuals questioned stated . ■ 

- that, their; association, with the employee’s father -was on . a . ; 

'• social plane and not a business plane and consequently. they 
-/would be. unable to furnish any information .concerning his .. 

associates in the literary field. . -- • ' A 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
□ATE 10-2.2-2015 BY: F8®»&42 


' ’ : ' V ■ . RICHARD OBER, also. known as: Dic k - ;• 

' ".•..• • •" \ Central Intelligence, Agency ' 

Washington, D. C. ’ y 

' • SECURIIY OP .GOVERNMENT .EMPLOYEES' -' , . 

- Jiiiy :3l,' 1956 'V/ r : -y ';V' ;v'/\ 

f ■; •••.•. New York, . New York- , • • . , ' : 

. ' V -. BASIS' FORl INVESTIGATION : 

' , This investigation was conducted upon the specific 

request of the Central Intelligence Agency based. upon 
information furnished by New York T-l, who was in a position 
to furnish reliable Information, on September 6, 19l^5» .^o : ' . 
the effect that the name of HAROLD OBER, [j.0 East. 49 th Street, 
New York 11, New York, was one of a list of names maintained 
•by ANNE TRAVEN, • acting executive secretary of the United ’/. 
Committee of South Slavic Americans, i . ■ • v ? , ■ 

‘•'•'r . On a personal history statement dated June 5, 1948, 

filled ptit by the employee,’ he listed his. father as HAROLD 
OBER, self-employed, occupation - publishing, business . \ 

address IfO East 49 th; Street V - New York, New York.,/ • . : 

The United Committee of .South Slavic Americans 
has been designated by the Attorney General of the United " 
States pursuant ; to Executive Order. 10450.. i'.V./ '■'•11/. "'f : h. ; 

. .RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION •/ 




. . o New York T-l, mentioned previously, is unavailable for .. 
.recontact . ' . V' • ' f f; ■ '■ - \\ \ 

During a previous investigation conducted by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 1946-l9Sl;»:^^3^feT*^» ; 
who has. •furnished reliable' information in the past, advised I v- 
in 194 & > that One LLONA RALF SUES, author^ had been 
represented by . an agent in New York by thp-diame of HAROLD! ; OBER. 

. • ■ . K - './fi, ' • 

^ ^ fUc*, $ P : --- 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




1 


FD-2Q4 

(5-7-54) 




DEC LASSIFICATIOK AUTHORITY DERIVED .FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS SIFICAT ION GUIDE 
DATE 10-21-201B BY: E54M93K42 


Title: RICHARD OBER, also known ass Dick 

luhfe* J1 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C« 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 



Report of: Special Agent [ 


b6 per FBI 
b7C 


Date and Place: July 31, 1956 

New York, New York 



“'“wn'nst on d 
m0(le * this ^ 



PROPERTY OF FBI 

This report is loaned to you by 
the FBI, and neither it nor its 
contents are to be distributed 
outside the agency to which 
loaned. 

This is an FBI investigative 
report and makes no recommenda- 
tion for clearance or disapproval. 




: ALL IMTORMATION CONTAINED 

IS UNCLASSIFIED 

’DATE 1Q-21-2D1-S BY TC4U»3K%2 ADG 


AIRTEL 


NEWYOHK (140-234?) 
SAC, BOSTON (140-1580) 
I^CHAR^BEE, aha 


CIA 

SOB 

BUEBBs 7/31/56 


ReNYairtel. to Boston, 7/17/56, requesting 
Boston to report fact that QBEH was Agent of SUEZ, and furnish 
NY more, complete statement of Info concerning auiaajuJu SUt% 
sympathies and alleged propagandising . Inasmuch as NY will 
document SUEZ, Boston need not report fact that GBEB was agent 
■ of Suez, . and NY will -report this info, 


' • ■ ; Boston requested to expedite recontact with , V 

I -and furbish NY with- current character! sat lon^ r 
oc i k In the event Boston intends to use this ii^or mwwE b7D per fbi 
in its rep ort. B oston notify. NY as to what- symbol number 'being 
assigned to| \ Boston requested to furnish NY above info 
at earliest possible date. ' - 


KELLY 


- Boston 


Bureau (Regular 


•eau i 
(140- 


(Regular Hail) 

11) »92‘iei 


:Hor KECO ROeeT: 
^ JUL 27 1958 I 


BAHsvad (#13) 






2 jL y j . p i / /. ■ $ z* C i fiiidsS 1 

BECStAEOvCi^fC^fi 


(c§ ^ n f. ro <* ^ & <5 ' 





AXRTE2* 



ALL IKFOBII&TIOEr CQKffAlNED 

fll.R 1i.TN XS TJTJC LAS S X W X W.D 

DATE. 10-21-20 IS BY F54Mt3K42 ADG 


7/27/56 


am TOt sac, mm York (140-2347 ) 

'.TO PROM: SAC, BOBTO (140-1580) 

: ■ & V,./ 


.-. . Central intelligence 
'Washington, .©• c. 






m. : Baa©<i' 7 / 31 / 56 ,: . yr;- - : 

. He Hew York airtol 7/17/56, . , 

Forc er I I interviewed 7/27/56. Boston reporting 

that Former 1 1 st ated HAR OLD OSEE was literary agent for . : 

SSEZ in 1945. Former I I is T~9 in Boston report and - b7D pe r ’ fbi 
described as one who has furnished reliable info in the past 
and who declined to furnish a Signed- statement or appear, before 
a Security Hearing Board. • Her i dentity ' is being leapt confidential 
at her Specific request. . Former I I could furnish no additional 

info. - . • ' •• ' : ••• • ' ' L ' 

’ . \ . ’ • ’ 1 . \ . * • • . /■ 

; " ’ All info concerning SUES in the Boston file has been. ... 
furnished the New York Office in the report of SA BREHTON 8 . 

GORDON dated: 1/25/46 and Boston letter to Hew York dated 5/17/50 
in the case .entitled, n mmkmw SHES, aka Half Sues, SH - G'V- ■' 
Bosfile 100-16917. Boston will not document 3US2,*In Boston ‘ 
report, this individual*© name, will appear as '’SUEZ” as. set 
out. in refeyenoed Hew York alrtel, . : v- . 


dlBsras 
.2, - Hew. York 
/O- Bureau 



POMS 





BA-7 (5-18-55) 



all imxmmnm in taimed 

VLK IS UNCLASSIFIED 
WE 10-21-2018 BY FS4M33K42 ABG ' 


SAC, WFO (140-4074) July 24, 1956 


SAC, BALTIMORE ( 140-4893) 


RICliARS^QBER, aka DIGS 
Administrative Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 

SOE 


p t Kebulefc to WFO dated July 10, 1956j Bureau alrtel to 

tf WFO dated July 11, 1956; WFO alrtel to Bureau dated July 16, 1956* 

WASHIKGTOfl FIELD Office will include in its report the fact 

that the files of G-2, Central Records Facility, Fort Holabi rd. Baltimor e. 

Marvland . have been searched through the Commanding Officer. I I b6 per FBI 

J [ .for SA JA&3ES E. BARRI b7C 

on .Till jg Ofi 1 ocLfi . relative to the employee or applicant, with 

the results checked below: 


(x) 1 . And found to contain no record of the employee or applicant. 

( ) 2. And found to contain no information pertinent to this. in- 
vestigation. 

( ) 3. And that the pertinent information reflected therein has been 

utilized by the FBI in conducting this investigation. 

COMMENTS: '' ' ! -w 


- RffC - 



WFO 

1 J- Bureau (140 -5541) 
1 - Baltimore 
JEBsanr 
<#*>) 




0 . 0 . BUREAU 


(> T H 1 

n f? rjj 





•' . -all imammTim contained 

HEREIN IS UHCLASSIFIEI3 
•‘DATE 10-21-20 IE BY F54HB31C42 XDG* 


7/25/56 


A3RTEL 

REGULAR MAIL . - . ' 


HEW ICKK (XLO—23L7 ) 


v' :- ■ sac, mr mm-';:. 

'■ RICHARD^BEBjaka 

CIA SGE 

BUDED 7/31/56 


Re New York airtel to Boston, 7/17/56. 

CIA letter of 6/25/56, mentioned in Bulet of 7/10/56, 

States that according to the employee , his father, HAROLD OBER, 
is presently in business with one IVAN VON AOTJ. CIA furnished the. 
Bureau with information which reflects that IVAN VOW AIM was one of 
the sponsors of the Committee to Secure justice in the Rosenberg Case. 

Re NY airtel requested NH to document the contact between 
STRONG and OBER which is set forth in NH file 100-10300, A copy of 
the report of SA WILLIAM D. CHAFFERS, referred to above is contained 
in NY files. It was noted that IVAN VON AIM is mentioned in connection 
with the contact between STRONG and OBER , in this file. HH is being - 
requested to include in its report, the contact between VON AIM and 
STRONG as well as between OBER and STRONG. ITS will furnish a summary 
of all info in its files, concerning VON AUW. 


KELLY 


2 - New Haven (Regular) 
- Bureau (Regular) 

1 - New York . 


BAHibb #13 

(k) 




AXffiBL 


ALL mrOHlSTIGH EOHT AIMED 
HEREIN IS UNCLAS S I DIED 
gD&TE 10-21-2015 BY F5M93K42 


July "B$ $ 1956 


• • ‘ BOSTO . (340 w 158O) ■ V'- ; ■ ; - 

me < lk®-k-Q7h) .Mm mo d Atmtri \ 

■immmQY*m e aba. Diair- . . 

A^iaisfemtiv© Office** ' ’ 

'CIA* .3* c*. . ' "■* 

Imspj ?/3X/$& FFI : 

•Sogoe’Os of AXwml Of fled*' Piiillipi .Essator Aeadosgr* 
BjptoiyJiow HdapshlPOt disclosed omtiloyoa -pe-slded at ih®'- - '.. 

‘following; addsooeos oa th© dates in Meatods •■ 

’ ’ 1 ‘ 

4/26/51 I 


1/23/53 


9/lM 



: • •- b 6 per CIA 


handle, 


: Pc*, info Albany* basis is anploys© 1 '® f ath©** ■ HRHg&fig’ 1 
OlSft* a Ittavoxf- agent* has boon in' eo&t&eto with AHEA &08X8E 
.stilus* SfSWjSI XAlffl) Gad £11*3115? IW t iU of i&oa tom boon ■ 
identified as sodboyc of the OP# Ho trad t «*thor* reported to 
bo an agent fox* ' HOIP SOBS* trt*d‘ was reported sympathetic 'to 
tbs CP. ea&d possibly a Russian -propaQai^i^* ' 

’ • . ' interviewed -fey cxa relative -.t© tbs .shew • 

. explained that Ms father -becauscr of tiro nature of his * . ■ .' 
was possibly- in ©onfeasb with persona who were Cma uaists m 
pyttMSOBSBimidbQ*. • ft %■ rgfcl* <$K$«#&eORDED 

mm}* “ 37 1956 . 

<6, B . ;. \ 

©es iMfianas (Hj0-5541). ■ fj| LlOI "T 1 . it., IvL i;om 


™ n^"^[fTF Vl '''A 

M\' ;» W3'l , - ,.f m .p;', * 1 0 VI 
M. •> \W\ y-Mf aT r n' 





90- .340-1060 • 
f@gto.igm,. 



. tsk'-Ptommol niato^ Sfcatoaaci^ dal 
listed aa a pjfajmao*. 


&mnm 




lypo ;. 

_b6 per CIA 


:0&‘ U&11& 9 * -- &M' 3 ?- 6 s 3 $. OfHOCly .*■ . 

Baw&Nt Snm.m & .0 et^g &feo « .?foa& * » - adtHood I r Ioffe -b6 per cia 


ffagsggfrMn ft -addgaaa . ac 


iaWrri^? 


' . fcto S&llem lnR Info. aafl 'doottsaatt^M-oa .•*' 

liv eoaae®.fr&o& t&£h fcfcp- A&fcas wrieW of I b • .- - • ■ . b6 per CIA 


. la Oefcofe agy 194? * f os®0£ I I a&viaod . t&o msa . 

I ,zm% ryigiheg'14teRtl^i.ed» aT^aai?©d on. a -b6 per cia- 
i£ X$fc aa ■& spea0o2? of Oho ' Spanish vitofugoa Appa&l iE Qostib7D per fbi 


'Sflao'. to GmtomftGi&tib . of Kaes* # Dopas*$gpnfc off 
trisSoB of. Smo^pomfeod Otaa**i$tL©0 baa^&.fiijaiio 
$a*ol£ 36, 1901. f?<sa tfae Sao&on Cfettptftjp' tot 
00 lippoal of tha Aat£-F«tfje£,&ti ■ Hb&in&at 0 


too* ; 


'$£» ; .j<9&&t ^%&?aafria$ a<^go0. Oceaoi 
d^il^aafeed' bf s?hp .-AfcfcojMiaiy &©B0pa! of fc&r tfoifcod Sfcato© p^aua&t' - 
%Q. BmOUttVto Os^os? 1Q40O* ’ - : ’ . : • ••./••' •.;•• 


ff&pa&i H oiiould' bo fe^r'a S-sfBfeal ^>7 d per ' fbi 

&dCFl&d& da ' em mo na o - ^olia&l© ' isfomatioB %n mo. : ■ 

ptmt+- Bits Monti tty £d -ho ins Impt QmSl&m&ioX oM &i© ■ spoeiflo ,-. 

VWB3&Sb* -,... . ' '• ;.- , .v ,.- V.‘ : ' .y v ‘ ■• 


mrnnB 





ALL IMfOEMPLTIOQHf CONmiNEB 
•HEKEIM IS UNCLASSIFIED 
tfJATE 10-21-2Q1B BY WE 4M93K42 ADC 


TAT/56 


AIRTEL 


NEW YORK (140-2347) 


SAC. BOSTON 


RlcmmroBEH, aka* Dick 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, . D.O. .. 

sob ■■ ' ' *• •: . 

mi ' : •: 

BUDED* 7/31/56. : 


ReBulet to WFQ, 7/10/56* no Co LA. 


Investigation conducted at specific request of CIA 
based on the contacts of the employee 1 s father# HAROLD QBE: 


Employee, Interviewed by CIA, advised his father, 

HAROLD OBER, is self-employed as a literary agent at 40 E. 49th 

St., NY, NY. 


Heurreport of M S. GORDON, 1/25/46, entitled, 

’’ILONA R APP SUEZ , aka: Half Suez,” Boston file 100-16 017. Page 9, 
reflects | | (Boston letter 5A7/50, changed it to I A 57 D P 


b7D per FBI 


Boston (REGISTERED) 
Baltimore (info. ) [REGISTER 
Bureau (REGISTERED) 

Los Angeles (AIR NAIL REGIS 
Newark (info. ) ( REGISTERED) 
New Haven Wsm) 
Washington Field (14G-4074) 
New York (140*2347) 


■ *' . ' 


JAP:vad/mkc (#13) 


2* 9E&1 




WOT RECORDED 


f ^r \.l 


iS /v ,J.UL IS 1956 

O 03 bh »ct . 


w Vi ' ft fT fi f* WK H;-ri < ee« 

A A u ” ' '■ ? **%&&*& «' W4 ^S 






identified IIAHOLD Q3BR as a^ent of SPEZ; also, a documentation 
or stags:. ; Beaton recontact I _ I re, port fact qbek was ageib7D per fbi 
of and. furnish tif -aore complete statement of lnfonaant/^^ . - 
concerning SUEZ* CP sympathies and aliegedpropagandist. . 

• ;••••, : m docuiaentins stss. ". •• • : yt •• •; \ 

:■■■ £03 mmtEB .•• • V V-,-y /:>•- 

'' ,V : ’■ ■ ifeurf iie ioo-7905, titied n AEa^.' mvm -m % o. M •■■’’■v- 1 ■• 

Report of SA MSMM $. . BAKER atBfexico City, 7/29/55 j does - . ! --v 
. not contain, dissemination on face tut -it is assumed, toneceiyed • ' 
a copy inasmuch as a lead was set out for LA. Included In 
this 'report is -a, contact' of. sfctdfZ and OBER., .to -report .contact • ■ : 

and document HftftPZ. M to report money transaction to report ' • 

; ; : of s k.mm at m dated 12/29/53. : ■.••• 

; '.Reurfile on l *AM& lOtJlSS SSROKdl ’ M- * B* BA. 11 . ' . ' . 

Furnish documentation only. Ilf and M reporting contacts 
.. of OSER */ith SfRORG. ■ . . . ' •' ■ , 'v •. / V; ‘ ;; 

■■/. ■. ■ . .., wti mm . ; ■ T ‘ 

Heurfile 100-10300, titled, "ABBA LOUISE STROKS, ' ■' 

- muy XB - R> HA. " Report O t M MILBIAM J3. CH&PPZRS at Bevr Raven 
itor'uatcn' report contact, to to document SfHOlIQ. 

' /•; If report tog, contact with Ober .and SFRGilG to RZ. ■ ... '/ r .y 

•/V'.V- • ■; fpo ' . 7' /: i 

.■ ' Reurfile 6S-5114, titled" SFEPIffiN tolRB, was* v ; ' r .t . 

• VY ESPIONAGE - H*. Report of SA HOtoiS W. BOSSES, ll/l8/49* " Y- :. c 

BPQ report contact of oiER and tolRh and document toXB3>. 



s * 





ALL INTOBMftflOBr CONTAINED 

•HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

'DATE 10-21-2015 BY F54M93K42 AIK 




mQIBTSBBB mm 


SXXXZO, 1956 


SOSTOff ' • • ( 240-1580 ) •• ' . 

mmmh o - • aid ':$m * ' s®t* .tows ( 340-2347) 


8IQHAStroS8H» aka* DUX-' ■ : 

Administrative Officer, 1 '• : 

Central Intelligence Agehc y* . . - ':•••• •••.•:. 

>iaa hln&toa* D*:p* : • ' : 

, Bebulet to WO 7/10/56 and WO airtol to Boston 
7/17/56*. Stated i 7/31/56* •• ;P3fI# . V: ■ : 

’ ■ • : t ■ . \ ■ . ’ ‘ ■ ’ 

. Investigation conducted at specif 1c request ©£•■•"" 

•CIA based. oh contacts of employed *e father, EABOX© OBEB* 
Employee interviewed by CIA, advised bis .father* HAROLD OSEB, . 
is self -employed as' .a, literary agent at 49 Bast 49th -Streot., 

Hew York, How fork* Employee bom 4/5/21 at lew fork*. Hat? fork* 
■Attended Harvard University 1940 to 1943 and resided at WLntforep 
House* a.eoliogo domitory* ; . ', 

BIS rooaamtos wore 'HBBHY HOMED B MB t 166 East ' •./*' 
'■'96th Street*. Bow fork City and A HOBS* 20. East ' 

Avenue* Boehostor, Urn fork*. ••••■■ _• • 


Buffalo and Mm fork interview* 


mmm 


dBBtajo ■■ 

( 6 ) ....... 

-ccT.'.Hureau (ESI ... 




ALL IHFQRM&T1CM CXMTAJNEIJ 
■ ; HEREIN IS UNCL&S S I FI ED 
. D&TE 10-21-2015 BY FS41I33K42 JUDG 


7/31/56 


TELETYPE 


URGENT 


NEW YORK 


(NINE ZERO FIVE A.M.) 


BOSTON (140-1580) 

RICHARItSeR, AKA., CIAJ SGE. RE BOSTON AIRTEL TO NEW YORK, 


SEVEN TWENTYSEVEN FIFTYSIX. BUDED SEVEN THIRTYONE FIFTYSIX. 
BOSTON REPORT SHOULD CARRY NAME OF LLONA RALF SUES, AS; SUES, 
NOT SUEZ, AS REVIEW OF NY FILE REFLECTS NY AIRTELS SEVEN 
SEVENTEEN AND TWENTYSIX FIFTYSIX IN ERRORS 


\'F 


BEING CARRIED IN NY REPORT AS BOSTON T DASH NINE 


b7D per FBI 


AND FEMININE GENDER BEING USED IN REFERRING TO HER. 


KELLY 


I' 
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1 /- BUREAU (140-5541) 



NY 140-2347 
BAHiSBB 
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RICH ‘\RD CBSR, aka ’’Dick”,, Intelligence Office?* Central Intelligence 
Agency, Wasnington, D. Co, SGE 



Personnel Officer, CIA, has now 

in the position of Intelligence Officer 


b3 per CIA 


LAUGH!.. IN 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-22-2015 BY F54IIS3K42 ADC 
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ALL IHFGH!.^TIDM ZOmAIWEB 

9 EKE Hi IS UNULASSIFIIO 

DATE 10“*22““2015 BY I54I&3K42 JOG- 



AIE-TEL 



SACs, Washing ton Field (l40-4074) (BGS) 

Alban y _ 

RICHARDOBER, AKA, CIA,SGE, BUDEDS 7*31*56. . 

He Boston air-tel July 25 and Washington Field 
fora FD-205 dated July 30, 1956* Albany aurap immediately 
or advise reason for delay. Washington Field surep to 
reach Bureau by August 7* 1956, as indicated in referenced 
FD-205 or submit more detailed explanation for delay in 
this case. 

, ' '" Hoover. . 


140 - 55^1 




Tolson 

Nichols 

Boardman 

Belmont 

Mason 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Nease . 

Winterrowd — 
\Tele. Room _ 
Holloman >±__ 
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AIRTEL 

TO: ^DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, WFO (lij.0-lj.Ollj.) 

C> 

RICHARD OBER 
aka "Dick” 

Intelligence Office 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 

SGE 


ALL IXiXORnTIGN CXMTTltlHED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
CATE 10-22-2015 2Y J54Y53K42 AD G 


f 


+ 

/ 


l 


8/6/56 


Mr* To2so3 

Ms?« Nichcls_ 


Mr. Boardrar a 
Mr* Belmont* 

Mr. Mason 

Mr. Mohr. 

Mr, Parsons 

Mr, Posen 

Mr. Tamir 

Mr. Nease 


Mr. WinterrowcL 
Tele, Bocpa_ 
r. Ko 



Buded 7/31/56. ReBulet to WFO dated 7/10/56. 


FFI requested by CIA on the basis of info that 
the name of HARO ID OBER, the employee's father, was on a 
list of names maintained by the secretary of the United 
Committee of South Slavic Americans. 


Info was also developed that employee’s father 
has been in contact with several individuals of questionable 
loyalty. 


The report of SA WAYNE K. WELCH at San Francisco, 
dated 11/22/51+# captioned OWEN LATTIMORE, Espionage-R, 
Perjury (SF 100-31051) (LA 65-i+9L5) » on pages 11 and 15 sets 
forth info concerning HAROLD OBER, lj.0 L9th St., N.Y. 


On a Personal History Statement dated 6/5/L-8 » 
executed by the employee and maintained in his file at the 
CIA, he lists HAROLD OBER, business address of ijOH. ij.9th St., 
New York, New York, as his father. On this PHS he listed 
his father's birth data as 7/25/81, Laconia, New Hampshire, 
and his occupation as the publishing business. 

A review of the above report of SA WELCH reflected 
that the info concerning HAROLD OBER on page 11 originated 
with WAYNE V. MASTERSON, 2031 W. Von Wich St., Los Angeles, 
California. 


LA is requested to report pertinent info. 


3 A - Bureau 
2 - Los Angeles 
1 - San Francisco (Info) 
1 - WFO 
JJG:pad 
(7) 
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Report Form 
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all imxmmfim contained 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
'DATE 10-22-201*5 BY F54liB§IC42 ADG. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office Office of Origin Date 

; BOSTON ' , , '.V BUREAU • ' : 8/8/56 

TITLE OF CASE ' (£) , • • Report Bade by. . _ • ' ' ■ '■ | Typed By: 

RICHARDOBER ' '*'•'• ! V I I ' b6 per FBI.'ds 

aka ’’Dick”. : v.// character of case "■ - b7C . • • 

Intelligence Officer .> ’• 

- Central Intelligence Agency ■ ; . SECURITY OP. GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES'. 

Washingtpn, D. C. . ' , •, . •• ;■ ■ ■ " ' 


•Investigative period 

.. 8 / 3 , 6 , 7/56 


Synopsis : 



SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT 



, reference Cambridge , Massachusetts, recommerb6 per CIA 
employee and members of family highly with regard to character, 
reputation, associates and loyalty to the .United States, 


- RUC - 


EERENCE 


Report of SA [ [ dated July 30, 1956 at Bostb6 per FBI 

Albany air-tel dated August 2, 1956. b7C 

Washington Field aih-tel dated August 2, 1956. 










; • : . & 


.'/*'. - ;._ ” V.' ,"'.'* 


* 4 . . *, ; 
•" ■ • *v.>/ 


.:., ,./ f c/-/ HI€HkRD : -OBEIB •// : /'Kf :'f f7 v-V ■ 

, /'V " ; “v/f ; aka- ’•Rick".' ...:<'• \R ; h ' : . ■••*:' -v ’."' 

. : ■ " •’ ; ■;•• '. ■ • : v f ■' '> Intellige rice’ Officer '. •. ,• - 1 •■■' , ‘ '/</*•) 

/ ■' ' 1 ' . ' ' ' Central Intelligence Agency. -V; v ■ 

7v.’ : 'Washingtons D> C . • ' - 


- : /'. ; .i ’ :?f/ ; SECURITY • OP . GOVERNMENT .EMPLOYEES ; - 
. ^''’.'.Bostorii- Massachuse tts '' ' ■ ; . 7- : -.> ./ 


.... 'X;- ‘ Bos tori, Massachusetts . 

- .'/ %-i.i August 8 , 195>.6 :•* 


: RESULTS OF .INVEST IGAT ION ..'.: ' - •. ■; f f ' t, .' v :• 

: r /;,.X- fX f’.-V. h ’ • y...:X ;• REFERENCE ! 


; • : ‘ On August , 7. 1966. 

— 1: 


9 

advised that- he has" known 


>b6 per CIA 


-,in that year. -he. start ed • hi s 'career" as an. author and contacted 
the employee ’ s./f ather in connection with his writings ■ -He 
. said that' since' that / 1 ime the employe e’ s. . f athe r,“.. HAROLD OBER , ' 

..has been. his; lite rary agent . ’“He -.state d that through .“the • /’ft ■ /■ 

rrc* qvjo q rfrl m a rn hi A r* <a • a £ *H Vi A .. A nvn 1 ^ •« f ami! xr ^ 7 * A \ < Ka r> nrr\A 


• years he and members of "the .employee * s . f amily' have be come . ' . . f 

' close frieridsi' /.:•-* ••-I. •; •' f />, y .-': v " '. “ R !'•■' • . 

state'fi that while "in attendance. at - / -b 6 per CIA 


.Harvard' College ;in /.Cambridge, the employee . was. in frequent 
, . contact . with him.'. He stated that through the years he has ' - -7/ . ... , 

■ 4- *vtV Vi •? 4-*rr- 4*^ AV\ a o vitra c;*) 1 v>o _/■%•£* 4*h<a- "Potyin T *tr * 1 ' 


had '.the Opportunity tp . observe all members of the family 
J and has ‘fourid them to be persons of the highest standards ' -.1 ' - 

“P t A VV i A Mm ' XI /-N in n vi rt a w > s*\'£* Av aA'1 *1 4- #*. •*£ 




of - behavior. . He describe d them as person of excellent character, 
reputat iori aha associate s and unquestionable loyalty ./to. the' - ’:/•'• 

.United States, ,-t He re c omme nde d the employee ) without qualification 

a position of trust .and confide nee pwith the United-States i- 

rnment.’ y ''. : a,;v. /"•'••f “A" y.\i K y I •' V/f..’ V ' • 


. for 
. Gove rnme nt 


. ',. ; "“.In October, 194 7> Boston. T rlO i ' who . has f hrnishe d 'V 

’ C reliable informati on . in the past ,., advise d . that the .'name . 

J riot further ".identified, appeared’ on a '. '‘b6 per CIA 


//'leaflet as. a sponsor of the Spanish Refugee .Appeal in. Boston. ’ • : /' 


; *. '•;. ;/ T he Commonwealth of Mas'sachuse 1 1 s , De partme nt . of. 
•Public Vie If are Subdivision of. Incorporated Charities, . 
: has- a financial statement received, March 26. j 1951 from 


the Boston .Chapter of the Spanish Refugee/ Appeal. /of '••../ 
,the 'Joint Ant i-Pasci.st' Re fugee Committee ; /./-/ ■ // 


















The v Jointj^nti-Pas ci st Re -f uge e Commit te e . ha s be e n * 
designated :by the- Attorney; General -of "the’ ; tTh : lt« a ‘ **>•« 

: pursuant /jbd -^ec^lve Order lo^lot' . • :'v ^ ?^ at0s 








BS 140-1580 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

Careful consideration has been given to the source 
concealed and the T symbol was utilized in this report only 
in that instance where the identity of the source must be 
concealed. 


INFORMANT 


Boston T-10 is former | 

name be kept confidential. 


who has requested that his 

/ 


b7D per FBI 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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ALL. INTOB14ATION COWmiNED - 

•HEBE, IN IS OTCL&SSIFIHB 

D&TE 10-22-2015 BY F54M93K42 JHK» .. 



UNITED.' STATES : DEPARTMENT OP: JUSTICE 
- . Fe deral Bureau of Investigation 



Title * RICHARD OBER. ;''v\ 

■- ’• aka’ '’Dick” ; " /. • 

Intelligence .Officer . -V 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. . 

. SECURITY OF GOVERHtffiNT EMPLOYEES 




. - Report of: Spe cial Agent I T . • ' 

Date and Place* August 8, 19^6, At -Boston, Massachusetts 


PROPERTY OF FBI 


: e/ //> % 


This report iS loaned to you by-. 
the FBI, and neither It nor its 
contents are to be distributed 
outside the agency to which 
loaned'.': ' -• 
This Is an FBI investigative . • ' 

report and makes no recommenda- 
tion for clearance or disapproval.' 





TO: SAC, BOSTON ' (i40-1580);°4 J ^ 

RE? RICHARiTOBER, akav,Dlck .4' 3 

: • Administrative' Officer ; i '4'4 4:4'4 

' V CIA, Washington, B.CV- V-444-4 ; •’• r<V- 
'■ SGE : ■’ ^ ^4^4 -V! v- 

•' •; Buded: 7/31/56 ' PPI 4 — 4 4 ' ! 



Re ' Bos tonAirtel toWFOand Albany,7/25/5 


'b6 per CIA & FBI 


on 7 / 31 / 5 &, that 
Address given is 


d , 


. ,v; V- '/.V_ ,:m> 7C per FBI 

BOOnVllle, N*X * auviseu 


the day, and in care of 


I 


lis in Mass ':j "until r 8 A 8/56 i v 

[during 


Concord, Mass., if not located at aboveaddress. 


1 


Boston handle . No further investigation and 
no report being prepared by Albany .: ^ RUC. 4 , \ ;; ; 





STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


all cont aiieb 

IREIN IS UmiABBIWIEB 
DATE 10-22-20 IS BY F54M93K42 JfflC 


Office Memo^ndum • united stHes government 


to DIRECTOR, FBI (140-5541) 


FROM : SAC, BOSTON (l40-1580) 
r' 


subject: RICHARD, OBER, aka Dick 
Administrative Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. ' . 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES - 


DATE: 8/1/56 


Re Boston telety pe to Director and New York dated 7/31/56 
and report of Sa I 1 dated 7/30/56 at Boston b6 per FBI 

in above captioned matter. ' • 'b7C 

There are being ^transmitted herewith, as per Boston teletype 
dated 7/31/56, amended pages of rerep. Pages amended are 
synopsis page, page 6, and page 8., The Boston copies 
have been changed accordingly. ' ’ 










nEClASSIFIC&riCM AUTHORITY DERr." WWM : 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 10-22-2015 BY:;: I54U93K42 
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S> 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

WASHINGTON FIELD 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

| DATE 

8/9/56 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

7/12, 16,17, 19,27, 30, 31; 

S/1 .2. 

TITLE OF . CASE 

HANGED (O’- 
RICHARD 13BEE*. aka 
"Dick* ~ 

Intelligence Officer 
C eii 

Washington, ' D. C. 

! REPORT MADE BY | TYPED BY 

| | ' b6 per FBI j,tn 

CHARACTER OF CASE b'/C 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


' SYNOPSIS: 

1 ,t 


t\ 


Personal hi 
his father 1 
to present, 
recommend . 
re contacts 
loyalty set 
G-2 or HCUA 
re employee 
no record o 
for employe 
Montgomery 
or Fairfax 
conf identia 


story set forth. Employee's comments concerning 
s activities set out. Employment at CIA from 1948 
Associates and supervisors recommend. References 
Neighborhood investigation favorable. Information 
of employee's father with individuals of doubtful 
forth. Passport information favorable. No record 
. Information in files in Washington Credit Bureau 
and wife also favorable. MPD records reflected 
f employee's wife and only minor traffic violations 
e. No record of employee or wife in filesof USPP> 
County Police Department, Arlington Police Department, 
County Police Department. Washington, D. C., 

1 informants had no knowledge of employee. 



PROPERTY OF FBI— This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 

"fr V. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 19SS O 362708 
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RICHARD OBER, aka 
"Dick” 

Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington,. D. C. 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

August 9 » 1956 
Washington, D. C. 

PERSONAL HISTORY 

The following background information was obtained 
from the files of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and 
interviews of fellow employees. 

RICHARD OBER was born April 5, .1921, at New York City. 

He attended high school at Exeter, New Hampshire, 
from 1936-4#; Harvard College, Cambridge', Massachusetts, from ■ 
1940-43, and Columbia University, New York City, from 1946-48* 

OBER served in the United States Army from 1943-46* 

Since December, 1948, he has been employed by the 

CIA. 

He presently resides withehis wife and children at 
Fairfax Station, Virginia. 

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 

The files of Washington. T-l, another Government agency 
V which conducts personnel and security investigations, were 

reviewed on July 30, 1956, and reflected that OBER was recently 
interviewed in regard to his knowledge of the activities of 
his father and furnished the following information: 

’’Subject stated that his father has been a literary 
agent since shortly after the graduation of his father from 
college, and that, in t he' business, he is a rather well-known 
figure. Subject stated that his father previously was the sole 
owner and operator of the business but, a few years ago, took 
in as associates two individuals who had previously been employed 
by him. These individuals were IVAN VON AUW and DOROTHY OLDING. 




1 





■ 4 Subject stated that he did not know either of these individuals 
•■/- very-- well but believed that VON AUW specialized in- television 
■ scripts'. . ' . -i •* : • .- •' ' ■ . t : 

■ "Subject indicated , that it was very possible that .. 

. ■ •. his ’father, through his business, may have been,, or could ‘ . •-• 

/ • .'conceivably have'' been, connected, or as so elated with individuals 
in. the literary field, or publication field who have been pro- . 

, ycpxnmunist or involved. In Communis t activities * Subject stated, 
that • he was quite aware that.-pertain prominent indiyiduais . 

• in thelliterary, field' have "peculiar political views . 1 However, • 

■; . Subject, stated that he did not recall his father ever making ' ; . ' 

• any remark indicating that he knew, was the literary agent, or • • 

was ’associated with, anyone of leftist, sympathies, or who.was ; 

•; ! involved, in activities of a Communist nature . • . : • ; 

. y. ' . ;V: ' "Subject/ stated that in regard . to the individuals .. . . . 

, :for whom his father , was literary agent he had little knowledge ;. ' • 

/,,':;;i’nvregard to the' business activities of his father in recent ... • - ' 

’years, but that he did -recall several years ago that. hi. s •*. • -- 
, '-.- father had,- among other clients, WALTER D. EDMONDS', FANNIE r ' 

7;/ 'HYSLIP LEE, AGATHA CHRISTIE, F. SCOTT FITZGERALD 'and PHILLIP : v 

; . 1 ... WYLIE. Subject -stated that he. had, never : been connected with 
the .literary agent business of his father and actually had 
j.-iittle knowledge of the business ’i L. -. .V* . ... 

:■ ■ "In regard , to his father, 'subject ' stated that his 
I- ... •::father was a; "liberal" in. the strict sense of the word, and 

■ -an individual who was personally very interested in civil . 

^rights,- - government; security- standards,' and similar; issues, •; 

z but was not a -"joiner" and had no organizational connections 
. .of which the subject was .aware .other than those Of a professional 

■ type . Subject, stated that his, father was not politically active-, Iv- 
i .but was a- supporter of one of the major political parties and,- 

to- his knowledge, has never , been connected in an y - way with > . 

"• any, organization of a ; Communist or- pro -Communist nature."” •' - ‘ - 


* - The files of Washington Tri, reflected that ODER 

was investigated by that. agency in 194® in connection with 
V his application for a position there, . and .that all the informants 
contacted commented ' favorably concerning him. ,..' , . . : ' 



. : .i; J | Personnel- Officer , : CIA, rev.iewe<b3 per 

Lthe.; employee 1 s personnel file on' July 30, 1956, and stated b6 
that OBER; entered;. on. duty on December 6, 1948> as a Foreign ; 

^ Affairs Analysis and that he. is presently employed as an /• 

../...Intelligence Officer . -He stated that the record /reflected that 


CIA 





OBER was overseas in Germany from about March, 1952 , through 
October, 1954. I \ stated that the Information in b3 per CIA 

-that file concerning the employee was all favorable. b6 


I I Area Division Staff Chief, CIA, b3 per CIA 

stated on July 30, 1956, that he first met OBER about 1951 b6 
or 1952 in Washington, D. C. He said that they were not in 
the ]|£©ied Qivision at the time, but did have business dealings. 

He said that when OBER did return to the United ^tates on 
leave from his foreign assignment, the employee did check in 
with him fjfsa? consultation. ' 


]stated that OBER was under his indirect 


supervi sion for several months following his return from 

in the latter part of 1954* He said that since that 


b3 per CIA 
b6 • 


time the y have had occasional business contact, although for 
the past several months he has not seen the employee except for 


occasional meetings in the hallway. 


very limited. 


said that their social contacts have been 


b3 per CIA 
b6 


He stated that he has never had any occasion to 
question OBER's loyalty to the United States, and that he 
considers him to be a person of excellent character and reputation, 
said that he knew of no organizational affiliations 


on the employees part and commen ted that OBER did not impress b3 per CIA 


him as n joiner” type. [ 
the employee's parents 


said he is not acquainted wittb6 


He said he has met the employee's 
wife bn one or two occasions and that she has impressed him 
favorably . 


commented that OBER has somewhat of a quirlb3 per CIA 
in that the employee is the type who wants to make all the b6 
decisions rather than delegating responsibility in that respect 
to his subordinates and as a result employee workd himself to 
the point where he has to take sick leave.; 


) I CIA, stated on July 3.0, 1956,b3 per CIA 

that he first met OBER about 1952, in Germany but that they b6 
only knew each other there very casually as , employees of the . . 

CIA. He said that they renewed their acquaintances 1 . about 
eight months ago when OBER came under his direct supervision. 

said their associations have been strict]b3 per CIA 

of a business nature and that he knows nothing of OBER's outsJb6 
activities or associates. He (said that he has had no reason 




to question OBER's loyalty to the United States and that he 
considers h im to be a person of excellent character and reputation. 

I I said he is not acquainted with the employee's wife^-, per riBt 

or parents. , 


I CIA, stated on August, 3, 1956,. that 
he first met the employee at the CIA about 1951, but that his 
main association with him was .during the period September, P er CIA 

/19 54 , . Apr il, 1956, during which time he was OBERb immediate 
supervisor. I \ said he knew nothing of the employee's 

outside activities, or his relatives. 

He' stated that based on his association with the 
employee, which has been strictly of a business nature, he 
would say that OBER is a loyal American of excellent character 
and reputation. 

Mr. HARRY A. ROSITZKE, CIA, who is also a reference 
of the employee, , stated on July 30 , 1956, that he became 
casually acquainted with the employee about 1948-49 in Washington, 

/ D. C.. He said that OBER worked under his supervision dn 1951 
and was also under his supervision for about two years in 
Munich, Germany. He said .that in addition to daily business 
contact at that time, they also saw each other socially 
quite frequently. Mr. ROSITZKE said that since their return 
from Germany they have had occasionally social as well as 
business contacts. 

Mr. ROSITZKE said he would have no hesitancy, in 
recommending OBER as a loyal American of excellent moral 
character and reputation. He said that he knows of. no 
organizational affiliations on the employees part and commented 
/that OBER works eRtremely hard dn his spare time on a little 
farm that he has in Virginia. He described OBER as a 
conscientious, level-headed and serious type of individual. 

Mr. ROSITZKE stated that he is also well acquainted 
with the employee 1 s wife and commented favorably as to her 
character, reputation and loyalty. He stated that the OBER s 
have three small children. 

He. said that he has met the employee's parents on 
about six occasions and that they visit the employee about 
twice a year. He said that he would say that OBER is moderately 
close to his parents and he believes that the employee and 
his father have a mutual interest in gardening which brings 
lX them together. Mr. ROSITZKE commented that OBER is and independent 
individual who leads his own life and is not the type who 
would be unduly influenced :,b.y -his parents. 
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. | 01 A, who is also a 

reference of the employee, stated on July 30, 1956 , that he 
first met OBER in 1952 in Germany where they were both employb3 per CIA 
by the CIA. He said that for awhile there the employee was £>6 ' 

his supervisor and then he became OBER's supervisor and that 
they have switched back and forth in that respe ct until rece ntly 
when they were assigned to different sections. | | 

said that OBER returned to the United States in the latter part . 
of 1954 and that he came back in February, 1955 * He stated 
that while in Germany and since their return, he and the 
employee have been close, socially as well as in a business 
capacity. 


stated that OBER is the most security 
conscious person he has ever known and that he has absolutely 
no question in his mind regarding the employee's loyalty to b3 per CIA 


the United States. He sai d that OBER i s a person of excellenb6 


character and reputation. [ 


stated that OBER is or 


was in the Army reserve and is also possibly affiliated with 


the Harvard Alumni Association; 


| | said he knows the employee's wife quiteb3 per CIA 

well and has the same high regard for her. b6 

He stated that he has met the employee's parents 
and that the 'employee 1 s mother, herself, visited OBER in 

~| . | | said he has also met the employee's b3 per CIA 

parents on a couple of occasions in Washington when they wereb6 
visiting. the employee. He stated that it is his impression 
that OBER is quite close to both of his parents. 



under his immediate supervision until about six months ago. 


| | stated that they are also acquainted socially 

to a limited extent. He said that in his opinion OBER is a b3 per CIA 
person of excellent character and reputation. He stated thatb6 
he has never had any reason to question the employee's loyalty. 


stated that he is also acquainted with 
the employee's wife and would say the same co ncerning her 


] said that he is 


character, reputation andloyalty. 

not acquainted with the employee's parents and knows of no 
organizational activity on OBER's part. 


,b3 per CIA 
b6 v 






References ... 


; . ; • ... v :\ Mr i .'--SAMUEL- J. LANAHAN, Attorney, .Washington Building, v. ' 

• stated on August 3, 1956,- that he first be came acquainted with- ; ; . 

the employee, about 1943 through his wife in Scarsdale, New York. 

. He said that he has continued his social association with OBER ‘ • 

- ■ up to the present, time and feels that he knows him quite well. \ 

; V Mr .. LANAHAN stated that there: is absolutely no •; V; •• ; 

• . ;; question in his mind concerning, the employee 's; loyalty and 

: ; that he would recommend him as a person’ of excellent character ^ /’ . .... 

... - -■ and reputation -Mr. LANAHAN said he knows of.no organizational ' 

! affiliations on the : employees part and commented that OBER . . . . - •. 

- is. not the' "joiner" type ., He said -they -.have many mutual : 

acquaintances ! and; that . they all. have the. highest regard for. .‘hi 
the. employee. . • T -. ' ” ' •• . . V-r . • .■ ; 

• : ;;V •' ; ; Mr LANAHAN • said- he is also /acquainted with the - * ' 

: ^employee | s parents and brother. He said: that the employee " ' '. 

. and his father seem r to get along very well. .together and he . 

, commented that they .have' a mutual; hobby -in farming.- Mrs. 

. .. .LANAHAN said that' in his Opinion .the . emplbyee' and his father 
• ' • . ;• •'. are. pretty ; close '..v ; ',b\. 

, - Mr. SPURGEON KEENEY, Secretary of the Advisory Board, 

on Atomic Energy i : Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense • 
for Research and Development, Pentagon, stated on August ;3', 1'956» 

-1: .that he first /knew the’ employee about .1946-47 when they were' . . 

' ' ; fellow students^ at. Columbia University for. about one year . / 

: - . , He commented that they Were . inot very well /acquainted during' 

■ .;.; r ' . ’ that, period,. • • : / 

' ’’ He said .they renewed their acquaintance's in Washington, 

D. C . . aboutll949'. or .1950, and that OBER married a friend of 
. his » i 1 about -1930 or 1951- Mr . KEENEY, said tha'tb3 per CIA 

. since that- time .they have become reasonably . well v acquainted. : b6 

and occasionally /visit in each others home. 

I* ; • ' Mr. KEENEY said that 1 nothing, has -ever come to his 

: ‘ attention which would cause him to question t he employee '"s '. 

lo.yalty to the United States and that . he considers him to be ■ ; 
a. person of 'excellent character and reputation. He said that . • 

. -,he' also has the highest regard for the employee 1 s wife . 

. Mr. KEENEY- stated .that he has met the employee's ' 
r ' parents on one. occasion, when they were visiting, but that he 
. ' does not know how- close the employee is to his father. He 





sa-id that he understood that the employee's parents visit the 
CBERs here a couple of times a year, and that the employee also 
"occasionally goes to New York to see them-. .. . 

He commented that ODER is a very quiet and reserved 
type of individual and extremely security conscious. 

• • . RESIDENCES 

Piles of the CIA reflected that the employee's 
current address is Fairfax Station, Virginia. 

Mrs. HELEN ANDERSON, Postal Clerk,. Fairfax Station , 
Post Office, stated on July 30, 1956, that she' has known the 
employee and his family to a limited extent during the period 
that OBER resided in that area. She stated that she has had 
no information to consider him to be other than a loyal American 
citizen of excellent character and reputation. 

Mrs. E. CARTER, Postmaster, Fairfax Station Post 
Office, stated on July 31, 1956, that she. has known the employee 
and his wife during that time that they have lived in the 
neighborhood and that in her opinion they are people of good 
character and reputation and loyal Americans. 

Mrs. M. K. JASPER, Fairfax Station, Virginia, stated 
on July 31» 1956, that she has known the OBERs as neighbors 
and that they have been to several social functions in t he 
neighborhood together. She stated that they have impressed 
her favorably in every respect and that she believes them to 
be loyal Americans citizens. 

Mrs. ETHEL PITTS, owner of the Dew Drop Inn Store, 
Fairfax Station, Virginia, and Mr. W.L. CARTER, owner of 
Carter's Exchange, Fairfax Station, Virginia, were both 
interviewed on July' 30, 1956, and stated that. the employee 
was unknown to them. 

Records of the Alumni Office, Phillips Exeter Academy, 
New Hampshire, reflected- that as of May 20, 1 954 > the employee : 
was residing at 3704 Manor Road, Chevy Chase, Maryland. 

Mrs. BEN R. BALDWIN, Apartment 3, 3704 Manor Road, 
Chevy Chase, Maryland, stated on, August 6, 1956, that she 
also resided there in 1954# but, did not- recall the employee. 

Mrs. CHRIS L. CHAPPELL, Apartment 2, 3704 Manor 
Road, Chevy Chase, Maryland,, stated on August 5* 1956, that 





she recalled that RICHARD OBER resided there for several months 'y 
in 1954 following his return from overseas* She said that he .//-y 
yand his, wife lived with. Mrs . OBER 1 s parents , I b .Vnpr CIA 

^ T~ I in ah apartment at that address ; Mrs. CHAPPELL saidb6 

she. did not know the employee sufficiently well to comment, 
concerning him. 

Piles of CIA reflected that between late 1951 and May,. 

» 1952.. the employee -and his .wife reside d at a guest house at 
: j | , ' b3 per CIA 

• • :■••• ■ ~ . '••• b6 ; 

Mr . JOHN G. LAYLIN, Attorney, Union Trust Building, 

' who resides at. 2131 Leroy Place, N. W., and who is also a 

. reference of the 'employee, stated ’ on ' August 1, 1956, that I I ; 

|“ ' ' ‘ ‘ | to t>3 per CIA 

the employee in 1951 and iVh<^* he- stated that, they nave . b6 . 

; /kept their association to the present .time . Mr LAYLIN stated 
■that he has a high r’egard for the employee and Mrs. OBER and 
considers them to be loyal Americans. He stated that he is b. 
not acquainted with the employee's parents. / 1 

Washington T-2, who has furnished reliable information 
. in the past, advised in April, 1947 > that PRISCILLA and ALGER 
HISS' arranged to have dinner at the home of JOHN. G. arid DIANA 
LAYLIN, 2131 Leroy Place, N. W. •• 

; : ' . The records of 'the United States District Court, 

Southern District of New -York,, .reflect that ALGER HISS was . 

convicted on two counts of perjury on January 20, 1950> 
resulting from. his testimony before a Grand Jury wherein he . .. 

(1). denied furnishing Government documents or other information 
to JAY DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS or any other unauthorized 
person and • (2) denied having seen CHAMBERS subsequent to 
. January 1, 1937* On January 25, 1950* he was sentenced to 

five years on each count with the sentences to run concurrently. 

JAY DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, a self-confessed 
■ member of the Communist Party arid Soviet Espionage agent, - 
accused HISS of furnishing classified Government documerits 
•arid information to him for transmittal to the Soviet Union. ’ 

• Mr. ROGER FISHER, Box 437, Route 2, Me Lean , Virginia, 
who is also a reference of . the employee., stated on August i, . 

1956,. that he met the employee and his family during the OBERs •. 

residence in Vienna, Virginia, during 1951 and 1952.. He . 
c / stated they have been a- social acquaintances since that time, 
and that he would recommend the OBERs as loyal Americans of 
good character and reputation,. - 




Mr. FISHER stated that he does not know the employee 's parents, 


Files of the CIA reflected that the employee resided 
prior to 1952. 1 * at 607 South Walter Reed Drive, Arlington, Virginia. 


- Mrs. J. LEE, Manager, Fillmore Gardens Apartment, 
s ta ted on August 1, 1996. that her records reflected that th e 
employ ee resided in| 1 

| f from May 19i?0, to November. I, ^ 1931 . She stated w 

was nothing unfavorable concerning him in their records. 


b3 per CIA 
■L6 


" • • Mr s.- EDITH A. NEWCOMB; | - 

I I stated on August 3, i.95b» that she has resided there 

since 1 946 and recalled that the employee resided across the b3 per CIA 
hall in | ' | in 1950~5l# but . that . she was not b6 

acquainted with him. . ’ • 


Miss EDNAS. DINIEUS, 2801 Adams Mill Road, N. W.,. 
stated pn August 3, 1958, that she resided in an apartment ait 
607 S. Walter Reed Drive, Arlington,. Virginia, in 195l> but 
did '.not recall the employee. . . 


' The files of the Fillmore Gardens Apaj 
that the employee- had previously resided at the 


ited 

_b3 per CIA 
“b6 . : 


Mrs. H. B. STORK. Off ice Manage r . I | 

Rental Office, stated on august iL, 1958, - 

that her record s reflected that the employee resided at the 

in the men 1 s dormitory from December 14# 194®# - 

to June 27 j 1949, She stated that there was nothing unfavor-8 3 per CIA 
able concerning him in their records and; that she did not 86 
recall' him, Mrs. STORK said that she knew of no one there now 
who might recall the employee inasmuch as there is a constant 
'turnover of roomsrsiin the men's dormitory. ’ •• 1 . ■ ■ ' 


- • The records of | 

employee formerly resided at 


I reflected that' the 


b3 per CIA 
b6 


I " ; ' ' '■ Misa .A . -BISCAS. Sales Representat.1 ve . | | 

| b stated on July .31, 1958, that 

they have no record prior to 1954# and that she knew of no ' b3 per CIA 
one who, might recall the employee. - . b6 


. MISCELLANEOUS 


' Washington T-3, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised in August, 1949, that STEPHEN LAIRD and 
his wife had. in their possession certain penciled notations. 


9 






including the name, of HAROLD OBER. 

. Washington, T— Ip, • who has furnished;; reliable information 

in the past, advised . in 1942 that on April 18, 1940* the 
Executive' Committee of the Washington Chapter, voted to 
disassociate : from the. Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign and to 
affiliate with’. the. North American Spanish Aid Committee. 
According to T-lj., STEPHEN LAIRD was among the .members in attend 
ance . He also -advised that LAIRD was named .in a list of the 
Executive Committee of the Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign. 

' The Spanish Refugee- Relief Campaign was cited by 
the House Committee -on Un-AmeriCan Activities as. a Communist, 
front organization in its report of January. 3, 19J+0. 

The North American Spanish Aid Committee has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States, 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. . 

: Washington T-5 j who has furnished .reliable information 

in the past, advised in December, , 191). 9, that' STEPHEN LAIRD 
received a paper bound book entitled "The Communist . Trial and : 
American Crossroads." He also advised that the text of that 
book appeared to describe, the injustice allegedly meted the 
eleven’ Communist Party leaders by Federal Judge HAROLD R. 

MEDINA. • " , , . . . . ; • 

- Washington T-6, who has furnished reliable information 

in the. past, advised in April, 1953# that on February 26, 1953# 
STEPHEN LAIRD stated he had never made a secret of the fact 
that during and after the Spanish Civil War he had openly 
expressed himself in favor of the Communist cause and had 
held pro-Communist views up to the time of the Nazi-Soviet Pact. 

Washington T-7» who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, made available in 1953 the Loyalty Pledge which 
STEPHEN' LAIRD submitted to the Columbia Broadcasting System . 
on January 10, . 195 !• ’ On that pledge he stated that he . was 
not then or never had been a member of the Communist Party USA 
or any Communist organizations. On the Loyalty. Pledge he 
typed a one and a half page statement, part of which is quoted 
as follows: , ; • ' - /' ' L ; 

"I feel strongly against signing and returning this 
loyal ' statement : It seems an affront to an individuals Civil 

rights and dignity; *.> .................. . 




/•' ; v c "In 193® when .1 was.; 22,'. and a Staff Writer- on ;/ ..•/. 

’ Fortune /Magazine ,/T certainly was :: what> is called a fellow- ../ ■ ‘ 

• /;' traveler;;- and. was known, willingly,. to. my' colleagues: on For tune: 

-and - a t T xme Xnc-, as a . ' Co mmunx st.« . ' o .© • " o o o o « © © * • © © « • o • « « © ©•© • © © © o. 

/••■'.• ;;./. /"The only Party in the United 'States. I could see , 

•••; which; was advocating /this collective security /and- which a eased/-. 

/ v .^to : s%-0 the. real danger's of the Nazis, and Fascists • and Japanese. 

militarists',; was- the Communist Party. Therefore* it'; seemed to/ 

••/•; v/me, one ought openly to say. that .he agreed with ; and supported 
; this policy-. I attended some’ 'open meetings , of the Communist •; 
/Party ' , but I never signed a card, : nev.er belonged to a. Communist 
group, never contributed .any money to the. Communist Party.; nor/ : 

• / did I 'ever belong to any -Communist 'front ', .organization©" . ■/'/'.•/ 


■//'./ / ' - ■ / Washington T-8, who/ has 'furnished reliable information 

; / // V ^ in the past, advised that-, in October, /l94t, , INEZ .MFNOZ, c/p the . -./ 
^American .Institute for .Foreign Trade, Phoenix,. Arizona, .had . / 

: '. ' -v ; received .a- communication from HAROLD OBER of /ij.0 East,. : 49.th ,- • /• / 

Street, New' York,. New York© /•....•• . . • ' 

V ' ./,/{/-. ?./. */ -• The .Daily; Worker edition of August 1$, : 1938j contain- . 

. ; ./ ' ' ed. an , article concerning the. "workers School, 35 East 12th- ••-. ; 

- Y' / Street, New York City . . That; article reflected . that;, one INES . .: /•'’/•• :i 
MtJNOZ, a Jqurna list,- 'graduated ;frora that ' school© The article 
•'-./ ••/'/'-' .‘ stated in tart, that/ "la's t~ Friday night ,4 0 people equipped with 

Marxist-Leninst teachings graduated from the first summer day 

.- ./ . r ; ; '/ school." . ■; '/':. '. / . ••'■' /'/• ; /; • < ■ , 

'' ;i- ' : : The Workers .School Of New York City located at 35 • . 

.. V. /.' .- East .12th Street, New York-' City, was cited by the, .Ho use Commit be e . 

On Un-American Activities 'in its report of March 29, 1944, • 

■•as' " ah .official , Communis t Party school©-"// . //.' •' ■/*' . ; 

;■•/.'//'; / . --. Washington 1 T- 9',''- who- has furnished reliable information * 

;/ . -rin the pdsb,: advised in June, 1 194 6, that INEZ -MUNOZ was .friend- : 

•■;■// •;/; , ly with: JOSEPH B,. : GREGG. : . ' • - : - '^-/ 

,'.;./'• Washington T-1Q, who has. furnishdd reiiable information 

'•■ ■'/ ' in' the past, '/advised' in June/. ,: 1946, that INEZ MUNOZ and/ HELEN . -.. 

. // ' .- ; - ’ .. TENNEY were friendly , •• • ./ . ,• / - r 





■ • . INES/ MUNOZ, in- an. application, for 'Federal employment, 

executed in 1 . 942 -i. indicate d that. she. was , employed- by the . v 

'Hemisphere Corporation in New Yo’rk City as a -Translator under . 
the • supe r v i s ion-o f . ROBERT- T;.. MILLER’ fill, f f om . N ov emb er , 194 0 A • . . . 

to July, 1941 , ; ? an d as an. Assistant Librarian uhder JJ B„ ’.GREGG- ; • -'1 . 

for . the same; V^pprailoiii^itt '»■ mA: 

,.- 1942 ,- until August, 1942 . ■ ■ . , ' "--l - 4; V'. ; ' ■ ; 

. ELIZABETH TERRELL BENTLEY, self -confessed’ former ’’ 4 
' - -Soviet espionage agent, 4'dentifirad JOSEPH B. &RE©§, . HELEN... •..•■•’ 

• TENNEY,, and’ -ROBERT T . MILLER^III as individuals involved ; in a 
Soviet espionage conspiracy (in- ..Washington, :D ;V C.'> V.a.rid New York . ■ -’ 

A\ in the early 194-0 1 s . l.y - ’5'. ' ' - > • . ’’’ ; ...” .•• 

. ‘ Files of the Passpbrt Office of ’the. Department iof 

•-’ State x^ere reviewed on July 27s" 1956, and reflected that .the 
. employee was issued passport no » 79793 on June 1 8 , 1947? for - 
proposed three; mdpths travel to attend . school, in Switzerland. 

' .. .The. Pas sport File further reflected that RICHARD. . 

• OBER was issued a- :Qh; April 11,.. 19b3 per CIA 

for proposed', travel, to; Germany” on official -busihess o * -b6 : C- 

• / -’• , •'• .. ,0n-‘M'arch ;31, 1954',. the above passport w4s .renextfed 

until April. 10, 1956, by the American Consular at Munich,. 

■ Germany o • : ■”•••’ ’ " 9 - •'. . 

. • \. : ;v- V.--’ • ■ Files of . G-2,’ Department of .; the Army, Central Records ' 
Fascility, FortiHoIabird, ’Maryland,' were reviewed: on. July 20, 

5‘‘ : 19565 ,. and no record' of . the ’ employee" was ; found../'’ -A ■ ';/ -5.' ' . A;‘ 

' - Files -Of .the House- Cbiimiittee .on Un-American Activities 

were reviewed on July i6, 1956,. and.' no record of the employee ’ ••• , : 

was .found,. • ‘ 1 .’A V ’ '■ • •; . . .; 

,0.5’V.v ... . Files of the. Washington Credit Bureau were reviewed •• 1 
’ on July 16, 1956 , .and .reflected . only favorable 'information 
concerning the 'employee, and ' his wife. A . . A ;. . ^ A • 

"'I /••’*'’ . . Files of the Criminal Division and the Special ' ! 

. • Investigations. Squad of the Metropolitan Police Department, 
Washington,.: D. C., were reviewed - on July. 16 * 19.56, and no 
. -'.record of. the employee, or his' wife was -found,.'; • .• 

• AjA.-E '. '. -Filesbf the Traffic Division ,of ..the Metropolitan 

•Police Department, reflected Athat;. RICHARD. r’OBER, born April 5* : 

.'.; :i l921, at New Yprh : City:, was .charged with, -three, minor traffic' - 







•• ' r . v i o 1 a t i o ri s dur* in g ; the" - per i o d Pebruar y- ? >. through May , , 19:50 • 

0 No '-record - of .the '■employee 1 s wife' was’ foundrari the' fifes of. 

V-' the .Traffic D i v i s i o n ^ f ' t he Me t r o po 1 it ah Bo 1 i c e. PBepar true n t ; ;|;f 

.-'• It is to - be noted' . that a f pallet imhs an Yinde finite number; of : v. J; . 
v-', 'unidentified . -ided rds ; c_e- ■ Department, , . 

' "Washington', D-. v C;. ,r'arb but' of. >file and. not available, for. . ‘fi 
view:.;./''. v ;' r y: ill ;; -~ l-V? -i'A-r 

: - • \ J .Pile safe -fc be -Uni ted. States * Park .Po li c a , • Washington , 

D, c. , were ; -r ev.i ewe d on J ul y . 1 6 ,- 19.56, and no -recordf of : the. . .. 

; hemplo yee or "his wife couid be found* '9 > v '. .. ; ff’ v«^H: y ' •'" i:~ 


, t . r . : - pile sof ; ' the 'Montgomery . County, Po lice "Department , - . pp.; 
‘•Ro'ckyilioji M a r i 1 a n. d , ’ we re .'roviewed'ori • 1956>- an-d'no ; / ' ; 

• V record of t he. employee or bis- w i fe c pul d ■■•be found . . .-£'\ 



... /n : 4; yr Piles^bf' the ^Arlington,- -Virgih Police .Cep.ar tmen t . .., . ; . . 

• were reviewed ’•.'OK' : ; truly'/l'6>V" •rdc6'rd_ : 'oJ l - "employee;- ;. s '-j '.'■■■ 

'‘- or. 'his ; wife was.' found. vf. '.-'./i '59'' if :C. ''*• 

\r . Piles -of - the Fairfax County, Maryland,.. Police . 

. Department, were Reviewed On July ,-16, 195^4 and,’ no record of ' 

,•'•: the employee or .his wife was • found.,. %?>*'• \ yl : * s 

'’Washington confidential -informants, 'who. have furnished . ..-vl 
1 4 ^(^ia bfe^/inf of iii^t ion; .in t he past and who; have knowledge 1 of . ; ; 
;'v. some Communi s t- a c tiv i tie s in the; Wa shingtonylD ..; "C. f,>.;.af ea:»- were ; , . 

: yl c on t a c t e d : o n July 16, .’17i and 19, 195.6 > . and'- stated' that;, the ; V . .\ -. 'f- 

.. employee is pnknowri: to them , and.- that -they. possessed- no infor- •■ • ;. ••'. '. 
mation-.'c6;h'.cernlng;-^ . . .../ • l ! " • • • K'J}' ^ ; c-' : • K 




.f:2 Tvi^r- > tiJ'r ir.ifiTic^&n llybicm.; 

- the? -^ederar ' Rr.rcc u pf {nvait'gg^n and : : 
no cVimfco: record- wa:' /dijfld. ; ' 








•' - .V .'T\V-. ... 


y , V' .. 


;V : • -■ y, : > ' -V. * *' v \ *V- 


'•ADMINISTRAflVE :- 


„ • - 1 -; z.: ‘ '. • „ ■* vij.. , Sll ■ .... . . ,• .*. ■ • . • .-.•. .•/;.* . -. ., a 

V-' Y; Y YYi f tii's- -repo'rt 1 s classified ina smUcli a s ft hat . '■ Y ■; ! -. . •' . 

v,; '; • i s- - ilie : cla ssif icatiqn placed .by ' the CIA :pn . the - employee '.s . ■:;>• ;•.!•; , 
'; : V' y Security Pile,,. ■ : ;; Y Y y , >’ I'YCy 4 ^C; y y Y \Y Y ; .'• V tt-Vt i\ '■ Y" nip ; { .' p -' •• Y ■-.<. ft 

;;'jS ''X Rbferencii 'JOHiL.'ijA^IffiN^ vacation .- ■-, 

t‘ J: • ' > '■ a c; c:o r d i n g/ 1 o. his Secretary; and wi 1 i; be Cuna v a i table until -their Y .; .• '..... 

■, •• * latter, part of/. August;. y:-j5lrice he is not .readily available he ‘ v'Y' ■■'•’ ; 
'• will no t be interviewed^:;/., .’.t' '" V; .'.% V t » - •'•>’' * r. . .'ir-YT' 5. „ ."' -•:. 


>. i* v -'v -'•. •, ; "--K.r Re i ghbdr’noo d, 1 hv.e-s t iga tionsya t [ , 3 r - 

: ' t. andl * |, - and interviews with, ref erenceY: P. . ....... ; 

••.- -Js - - — nfra/l GW.-'t)nnt^I>rnViT - .■aht .Wffl/mT? 


CIA 


,’•* : ; ;t iAYL.IN' and. FISHER. were conducted 'byySA. R0BERT7-L. HOLCOMBE . . ''-R. f. 

; : c “ '• ' • . Inasmuch as ’the- New;; York, report in thi*s ; ; case documents - 


,, -.IiTAN yOIL Alt*/ Vsufficientl'y well, it.': was not;. considered necessary 
” ' a -- ’ - l - ^ 4 - — ’ - — ^ ^ 4 “ ~ “"^'If’orth' in attachment. B ' -w h' • 


ye' Y'Y tbe.use' ,in'f qrmatlo.p'icdpceprii^ a’ : s , .se t* 

•yVfv : R oyf ':vfche ; -; : C IA le!tte ^:. 1 •=';••' /* 

;.'y: ; v.;_y ;y a’, re view ; of., t hd. Va pplican't y'.ty pe, • of invest iga.ti.on • in ; / • 

L 1947 hdf -the employee.'- s' wife be f le c t e d . • nbv d e r b ga t o r y y info r ma t.i oh. ; ; 

*•:$-" :*•. -:h •Review^ of VJPO files oh . STEPHEH- ..LAIRD .-fa.i ie d to ,.-• 

• ; b Vi; 'reflect that . he >h'a i; S -been identified as/a 'Cpmmuni.st Party member . .;;<•'. 

y-. iew;y.b^>t he CIA : appiicant;-.type v investigation; ' C;' - • 



;*■ v- f X fet •; ,Y t RgEYCY’ CHECKS ^ •yyLY C - : 4 ,£* • A '• Y 0 f. ; 

• Pass po r i ; 0f f i c e_ . a nd Y- ; . • • : ’ ■ — • .Y- .’ y 


HCUA 


washingtonfcr edi-ts Bisect tvv;. f : 

i|Y) .CMPD'. l Y ■ , t 'Y. ; ./?:■. £?:?< '3r>fa: ; 


- rsp.p 



^ : b 6 per FBI 
b 7 c 


•L. ; Sd''t."C A ■ 'y: ■ ’ •' .' '• •';> - 

- V ADMIN I STR AT I-VE -PAGE 


. -r ■ 


. v . ; \ 

* ' • y 


4 'll * 






140-1+074 


Montgomery County Police Department - SE 

Arlington Police Department and . 

Fairfax County Police Department - SE | 


.b6 per FBI 
b7C 


INFORMANTS 


T-ls Security Office, CIA 

T-2: r 


b7D per FBI 


T-3t Anonymous source who was T~5 in 

the report of SA HOLLIS W. BOWERS 
dated 8/31/1+9 , at WDC captioned 
STEPHEN LAIRD j Espionage-R. 


T — 4 ° 

t-5: 

T-6: 


T-7 % 


T-8.: 


Anonymous Source . 


b6 per FBI 

b 7 C 

A confidential foreign source as 
reflected in the report of SA BOWERS 
at WDC dated 1/6/51+ , captioned 
STEPHEN LAIRD, Espionage-R. 

Unknown source at CBS New York, as 
reflected in the above mentioned, 
report of SA BOWERS dated l/ 6/51+° 

Informant 3 


T-9: [ 

T-10: . WF 438-S-rr 

Washington confidential informants are: 

' . : . . SA. WILLIAM G. SHAW 

SA 'RICHARD B. LAVIN 

<?• • • ■ . 

. SA RAYMOND L. O'KELLY 

•• ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


■ b7D per FBI 


b7D per FBI 





4;-; Careful; consideration ’has been- given to., the sources'':: •. ' 

. «• concealed and. T symbols were utilized in the -report only in . 

: • 'y'il-. those:' ins tances: '"where ' the Aidanti/;yyof . fe 
ifc,'.: concealed ... "y-l'y, : y! /.y. a ! . : ■ " '•>!’; • : : - 

| ' P leads :// /yr/y //y/.- : -r 

• ; 1 ; V, WASHINGTON'’ FIELD" #I{!Ej5 ; : : .V- ■ ' ' 1 < ) A • ' 

,y ;y : / : . "• 'v at- Washington ,'\d. y ^ • if. - v: 

/: /if - WPO" will re port ‘ re suit's - of - .a che ck' of : the employe e 1 s . y ■ 
f< A l-y ' :: v. v'.".. [_>■.- name at. the 0.SC - Wili':reppr t results of. OSI file > : ' 

: ... v V i\- -V; reviews concerning inf ormation, se t .forth , in’ paragraph XV, 

i if :.// "V ... V . v.,- •f.o.ur,. ' .pagP three of . Bureau fetter -to ' WFOf dated . 7/10/56 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Title: RICHARD OBER, aka, 

"Dick” 

Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D» C, 

SECURITY OP GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Report of: Special Agent 


b6 per FBI 
b7C . 


Date and Place: August 9» 1956, Washington, D® C, 


raaie « this cop" 


0 .■ 

DEC IAS Sin CAT ION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 10-22-2015 BY; F54M33K42 


PROPERTY OF FBI , 

This report is loaned to you by 
the FBI, and neither it nor its 
contents are to be distributed 
outside the agency to which 
loaned. 

This is an FBI investigative 
report and makes no recommenda- 
tion for clearance or disapproval. 
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hecias s ilMilllpir aotbohi^y derived from: 
FBI s ifi&ttcm guide, 

DATE llhJl-iaii BY : F54y33K42 


% 


^korded - 10 l£ji 


SS 

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GEI< 
WILLIAM F. TOMPKINS 



;ral 


AUG 2 4 I95g 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


Attention: | 

Records Administration Branch 


b6 per FBI 
b7C 


RICHARD OBER 
aka r! Dick ,r 
Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington 9 D« C„ 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


For your information, and in order that consideration 
may be given as to whether any Federal laws have .been violated, 
there is transmitted herewith one copy of each of the. reports re- 
flecting the results of an investigation conducted by -this Bureau 
regarding the captioned individual. 


These reports are listed in the enclosed copy of a 


Tolson 

Nichols 


Parsons 
Rosen 
Tamm 
Nease 
W interrowd 


letter transmitting results of the 
Stegtes Civil Service Commission. 

TOOMM^FB 

'•-AUG 2 4 1956 

MAILED 20 



investigation to the United 






6-26a 


140-5541 

/ 




0 /f 


A^G_2 4 laob 

Mr. Kimbell Johnson 
Chief, Investigations Division 
U. S. Civil Service Commission 
Washington 25, D. C. 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 10-22-2015 BY: F5*H93K42 


BY COURIER SERVICE 
Closing Full Field X 
Disloyal ( 3 ) 
Unfounded ( ) 

Remarks: • 

File T " 


From: John Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

RICHARD OBER 
Subject: n Dick n 

Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
. Uashington 9 2). <?« 

V SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES ; 


:-There are transmitted herewith two copies of the following 
report s;;.c over ing an investigation conducted by this Bureau concerning 
xhe r captioned individual. 

^ Report of Special Agent dieted 

r August 9 S 19S6 3 at WashTngWn , Dl Ul ■ 


Report of Special Agent \ ^ 

July 31) 1956) at Mem York) New Tori 


dated 
] dated 
1 dated 


Report of Special Agent John C • F. Morris s dated 
July 36) 1956) at Los AngeleS) California • /O 

(continued on nest page) \/^l 


BY COURIER SVC. 

Report of Special Agent 


8 9 AUG 2 7 

July 30) 1956) at Boston 

s Massachusetts. 


Report of Special Agent 


COM M«- FBI 

August 8$ 1956 s at Boston , Massachusetts • 


wXn) 


|j Please advise this Burea^o|VAhe ultimate disposition which 
is made |of this Case. 

I .caflj 10 ffl8) w m iam Tomffiwsi Under separate cover ) ( Enclo ) 
Enclosures / ' Class'ifiedSe^ret-since reports contain data 

Mf^lgk^ s ^ r ^e ived from CIA hearing that classification 0 





Letter to Hr* tftmb'ell Johnson 

. ' Chiefs Investigations' Division 

U» S* Civil Service Commission . 



Report- of Special Agent John C* H*. Morris , dated- ' 1 
: August 20? 1956, at Los Angeles's California* •• • • " . . \ 

Report of Special Agent T * Howard ' Caldron? , dated '■ 

■ . July 30? 1956s at .Wewarts, Hew Jersey* 

Report of Special Agent Uillian B* Ztimeruan? dated- 
. July 27s 1956s at Hew Haven? Connecticut* ' 

. Report of Special Agent I L > dated ' b6 P er FBI 

July 38? 1956, at Buffalo? lie w York* v b7C . 

A limited amount of investigation remains to be 
conducted in this natter and results thereof will be 
forwarded to you upon completion* Another Government agency 
has been requested to cause any necessary overseas investigation 
to be conducted and results thereof will be forwarded to you - 
upon receipt* .... 
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HEREIN IS ifciASSIFIlO 

DATE; ID -22 -2 Q IS BY F54MS-3K42 ABC 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

LOS ANGELES 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

DATE 

8 / 10/56 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 
8/10/56 


TITLE OF CASE 

RICHARD OBER 


REPORT MADE BY 

JOHN Cc Fo 

MORRIS 

TYPED BY 

pra 

Also Known As "Dick" 

1 CHARACTER OF CASE 


Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency . 
Washington, Do C. 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


SYNOPSIS: 


In 1935 the name HAROLD OBER, 4^ East 49th Street, New York, 
maintained by Organizer of American Friends of the Chinese People „ 

- RUC » 





~ ‘ ' ’ ^ 0 

PROPERTY OF FBI— This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 
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7. - - . . RICHARD OBER , ' 

;; . Also Known As .. "Die k” 7; , 

• ■ v . • , . Intelligence Officer 1 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. €. \ - 7, . - • 

: 7 ■ . . 7 •'■security' op government employees 

. . 7 August. 10, 1956 l' ' 

; 7\. ' - - . Los Angeles, California , 

RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 

• MISCELLANEOUS 7 ' ■ ; 7/ ' ' •' 

•' 7 In December, 1936, WAYNE MASTERSON provided : . 7 

. a list of names, and addresses, found among the possessions 
of Mrs; NORA HELGREN, in Los Angeles, California o 
MASTERSON described Mrs, HELGREN as one of the organizers 
of the local chapter of ' the American Friends of the 
Chinese People. ' \ ■" '7 . ; 

Included among the names and addresses fur~, 
nished by • MASTERSON was HAROLD OBER, 40 East ; 49th . 

Street, New York. 

The...American Friends of the Chinese People 7 
was cited as a 11 Comm.uni st front' 1 ,by the Special Committee 
on Un-American Activities, report, March 2% 1944 /.pages 

' 40 and 147 . . . 7 , • 7,7; 7' ; • 

; ; On a personal history statement dated June 5? 
1946 ? employee listed his father as HAROLD OBER, with 
a business address of 4^ East 49th' Street, New York, 

New .York. • 7 .. 7 ,■ .7.7. 7 ’ ..." 7.; ■ .7 

WAYNE MASTERSON,. who -.resides at 2031 West , 

Van Wick -Street, Los Angeles, ' California, was recontacted 
on August 10, 1956., He stated he worked in 1936 as 
an “undercover agent 11 for the Office of Naval Intelligence. 
He said that, in December, 1936,. he. was residing at the 
7 home of NORA HELGREN . and had found, the list. of. names and 
addresses in a notebook belonging to HELGREN. 


1 




Mr. MASTERSON also said; his observations 
; and a s s o c i a 1 1 oris w i th Mrs. HELGREN , ■ ,'c ombin ed . wi th 
his own, experiences among Communists and Communist 
groups, made him positive HELGREN was a recruiter 
for International Communism. 

■ Mr. MA.STERSON said he does not know : the 
significance of the list he provided; did, not know 
HAROLD OBER, arid does riot know employee. , 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


FD-2Q4 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-22-2015 BY S54U93K42 JUG 


RICHARD OBER 

Also Known As "Dick” 

Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Report of: special Agent John C. F. Morris 


Date and Place: 


of L °vai 

2? ll . s, "“ w " ot ** removed i 
toMtssammaiior. purp 0ses . ff 

matton necessary, copies sh« 
made of this copy. " 


August 10, 1956, at Los Angeles, 

California o 

PROPERTY. OF FBI 

This report is loaned to you by 
the FBI, and neither it nor its 
contents are to be distributed 
outside the agency to which 
^loaned. 

This is an FBI investigative 
report and makes no recommenda- 
tion for clearance or disapproval. 
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all ottmneb 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-.22-2015 BY F54M93K42 ADC 


Assistant Attorney General September 5> 1956 

William F # Tompkins 



Director, FBI 





Attention: 

Records Administration Branch 


b6 per FBI 
b7C 



RICHARD OBER 
aka "Dick” 

Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C„ 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


| MAILED 12 

sFP 5 1956 


| £S7J3z: 


Tolson — 
Nichols 
Boardman 
Belmont _ 

Mason 

Mohr — ClLX 
Parsons 
Rosen _ 
Tamm — 
Nease — 


r TT 


Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 
Holloman _ 
Gandy 


Reference is made to this Bureau's memorandum dated 

Aa*-Ui>t Zb : 1956 furnishing a copy of each of the reports 
^vlr^^an’iiwe&ta^ation conducted concerning the captioned 
individual. These reports were furnished for information and 
consideration as to whether the data developed indicated a 
violation of any Federal law. 

■ * 

Enclosed herewith is a co$r of this Bureau's letter 
of this date to the U. S. Civil Service Commission together 
with a copy of its enclo sur&Vc onta ining further information 
p ; ; r^ garbing the captioned matter. This is being furnished to 
— —-.-Z^t the data previously forwarded to the Department in 







.f? 


{/ 




\ 

zb 





ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 1D-22-201B BY F54M93K42 ADG 


Rcnqrfjj^ BY COURIER SERVICE 

Bate* September 5, 19^6 

c^ ; Tot Mr. Kimbell Johnson 

£y/ Chief, Investigations Division 

-f U. S. Civil Service Commission 

} Washington 25» D. C, 

From* John Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subjects RICHARD GBER 
aka "Dick*’ 

Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C. 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

Reference is made to this Bureau's memorandum of 
August 2b, 1956, enclosing results of investigation in the 
captioned matter* 

For your additional informat ions and consideration 
two copies of the report of Special Agent 
dated August 29, 1956, at Hew York, b6 per fbi 

b7C 


there are enclosed 



A limited amount of Investigation remains to be 
conducted in this matter and results thereof will be 
forwarded to you upon completion. As you were previously 
advised another Government agency has been requested to cause 
any necessary overseas investigation to be conducted and 
results thereof will be furnished to you upon receipt* 


Tolson . 

Nichols 

Board man 

Belmont 

Mason 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen : 

Tamm 

Nease 

Winterrowd — 
Tele. Room _ 

Holloman 

Gandy 


The foregoing is furnished for your information and 
should not be disseminated to unauthorized, persons or agencies. 

cc if>% \ AAQ William F. Tompkins (Under separate cover - end.) 

V .•■>•$> v 0 \ a kQ \ 

WWW: sal* ^ \ A \V\ (/ , [~by~c ourier'svcT 

( 6 ) A# " at AfC\ KW Mm\ „ 
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
^□ATE 1Q-22-2D15 BY WEmS3m2 ,J§UG 


REPORTING OFFICE 

NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BUREAU 

DATE 

8/29/56 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

8/22,28,29/56 

TITLE OF CASE 

RICHARlTOBER, aka: Dick 
Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 

1 REPORT M 

IADE BY 

| TYPED BY 

I b6 per FBI m 

inn 1 

CHARACTER OF CASE u 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES 


SYNOPSIS: 


One business acquaintance of employee’s father 
advised literary field crowded with CP members, 
former CP members, and sympathizers, but he has 
no question of employee’s father’s character, 
or loyalty. He stated associate of employee's 
father "left-wing" and homosexual. Other 
acquaintance advised OBER family of high character 
and loyal Americans. No question of employee's 
other's friends. 


- RUC - 
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RICHARD OBER 
Also known as: Dick 
Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES " 

August 29 ,1956 
New York, New York 


RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 

.New York T-9, one of the top literary agents in 
New York, furnished the following information on August 22, 
1956 : .. •• 

He has known HAROLD OBER*’ the employee ' s father, 
about 30 years. He is acquainted with HAROLD OBER mainly 
through business, but is a limited social acquaintance. 
HAROLD OBER is one of the most respected literary agents in 
New York and has been in the field over 30 years, either 
working for someone or in business under his own name. 
HAROLD OBER has, in the last few years, taken in an 
associate by the name of IVAN VON AUW. 

VON AUW,. according to the informant, is "left- 
wing and a homosexual." By "left-wing" he stated over the 
years he has formed his opinion of VON AUW as a left-wing 
because of VON AUW's talk and actions. He could not 
specifically state any reason, just VON AUW’s general 
attitude and conversation and the fact that VON AUW was 
Secretary of the Dramatists Guild of the Authors League 
of America, Incorporated, which organization the 
informant described as Communist infiltrated. 


- : 1 ' - 





As for VON AUW's homosexuality, he is not 
effeminate nor are his actions objectional. The informant 
claims it is known throughout the industry that VON AUW is 
a homosexual, hut he does not know any of his friends. 

The informant is slightly acquainted with DOROTHY 
OLDINQ, HAROLD OBER's other associate, and he described 
her as a very nice girl, conservative and he has heard 
, nothing concerning her which would iead him to question 
her character or loyalty. 

The informant stated the literary field is 
"quite crowded" with people who are either members or 
former members of the Communist Party or who are sympathetic 
to the Communist Party. In order to do business 
literary agents must do business with such people, but, as 
>in the case of the informant, that does not mean there 
exists a close personal friendship between the agent and 
such client. 

The informant believes HAROLD OBER no doubt 
has been in contact with such people but the informant 
does not know any personal friends of HAROLD OBER whose 
loyalty is questionable. He said most of the clients of 
a literary agent are strictly business contacts and 
are not personal friends. 

The informant stated he is acquainted with the 
OBER family but not too well. He advised he has met . 

HAROLD OBER's wife and their two sons, and he has no 
reason to question the character, morals, reputation or 
loyalty of any member of the OBER family. 

Information concerning the Authors League of 
America is set out in a previous report of this office 
in this matter. 

Mr. S. SPENCER SCOTT, retired President of 
Hare our t. Brace and Company, 383 Madison Avenue, New ‘ 
York, New York, advised on August 28, 1958, that ".he 


-2 - 





has known the OBER family over 20 years . He said he is 
acquainted with HAROLD OBER both socially and through 
business. He described HAROLD OBER as the top literary 
agent in New York, and a man of the highest type character 
whose loyalty to the United States is without question. 


He stated HAROLD OBER has had many distinguished 
authors as his clients and he never heard that any of 
HAROLD OBER' s clients were people who were under suspicion 
of . being Communists or sympathetic to its causes. 


Mr. . SCOTT stated he has met' HAROLD OBER' s 
associate, IVAN VON AUW, but does not. feel he knows him 
well enough to comment on his character or loyalty. 

Mr. SCOTT concluded by sa ying that th e entire OBER 
family,' the employee, his brother ! I and their b6 per FBI 

parents, are people of excellent character and are true b7C 
loyal. Americans and that the United States Government is 
: very fortunate that it has. hired a man of the character, 
reputation and loyalty of RICHARD OBER. 






NY 140=2347 


INFORMANT 
New York T-l through T-8 
New York T=9 


Utilized in referenced report. . 


b7D per FBI 

(by request J 


Careful consideration has been given to the 
source concealed, and a- T symbols was utilized in this 
report only in that .instance where the identity of the 
source must be concealed. 
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RICHARD OBER 
Also known as: Dick 
Intelligence Officer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D. C* 

SECURITY OP GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-22-2018 BY F54M93K42 ADC 


Report of: Special Agent 


Date and Place: 


August , 29 , 1956 
New York, New York 


b6 per FBI 
b7C 


^rf/ssemination 0l ,rr remOVed (rom 

necessary posss - lf disser 
^ Of this eem 0pl6s sh °uld b 


PROPERTY OF FBI 

This, report is loaned' to you by 
the FBI, and neither it nor its 
contents are to be distributed 
outside the' agency to which 
loaned. 

This is an FBI investigative 
report and makes no recommenda- 
tion for clearance or disapproval. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-22-2015 BY F54M93K42 ADC 


September 17 j 1956 


SAC, Washington Field (140-4074) (BCS) 




RXCHfffiB OBER, aka, CIA, SGE e 


Rerep SA 


L dated .9/12/56, at be per fbi 

Washington, Do C.,wnieh contains lead relating to check, of b7C 
OSI files. Remaining investigation In this matter must be 
expedited and completed at earliest possible date. Advise, 
status. 


Hoover 


140-5541 


WWWssal. 
(4) -'I 
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Winterrowd 
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Holloman 
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Winterrowd __ 
Tele. Room _ 
Holloman 
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ALL INnCffiMATIGM CONTAINED 

HEBE IN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 1D-22-2015 BY F54M93K42 ADC 


SAC, Washington Field 


September 14, 1956 


Director, FBI 


PERSONAL ATTENTION 


SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 


Set forth below is a list of SGE cases in which 
the original investigation was ordered three weeks or more 
ago and in which the final results of investigation had 
not been received in the Bureau as. of the opening of 
business September 13, 1956 <> 

i "czz- 

^Richard Ober - CIA 


b3 per CIA 
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Tolson 

Nichols 

Boardman . 

Belmont 

Mason 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 


Nease 

Winterrowd 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 




b6 per 
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b6 per 
b7C 
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NOT 

OCT 11 1«56 




FBI 


FBI 
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Letter to SAC, Washington Field 


It may be that some of the above cases were 
recently received in your office by referral of leads 
from the Bureau or. an auxiliary office. However, they 
are being brought to your personal attention to insure 
they are being properly handled and will reach the 
Bureau at the earliest possible moment. You must see 
that all SGE cases handled by personnel of your office 
are thoroughly investigated without any avoidable delay. 
Deadlines set in these cases have to be met. The 
highest possible standards of investigation and reporting 
must be maintained at all times in these cases. 

The above cases must receive very close attention 
in your office. Every possible effort must be made to 
complete these cases in the immediate future. You must 
make certain there is no avoidable delay occurring in any 
of these cases and in every case circumstances beyond the 
control of your office are preventing the completion of the 
investigation. 



SAC, Washington Field 

f 9 

Director , FBI PERSONAL ATTENTION 


September 7, 1956 


SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 
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Tolson 

Nichols 

Boardman 

Belmont 

Mason 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Nease 

L '''Interrowd 

, Room 

, an 
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Set forth below is a list of SGE cases in which the 
original investigation was ordered three weeks or more ago 





b6 per FBI 
b7C • 


It may be that some of the above cases were recently 
received in your office by referral of leads from the Bureau 
or an auxiliary office 0 However s they are being brought to 
your personal attention to insure they are being properly handled 
and will reach the Bureau at the earliest possible momenta 
You must see that all SG-E cases handled by personnel of your 
office are thoroughly investigated without any avoidable 
delay* Deadlines set in these cases have to' be met * .The 
highest possible standards of investigation and reporting 
must be maintained at all times in these cases * 


The above cases must receive very close attention 
in your office * Every possible effort must be made to . 
complete these cases in the immediate future * You must matie 
certain there is no avoidable delay occurring in any of 
these cases and in every case circumstances beyond the 
control of your office are preventing the completion of the 
investigation * 





